
MURPHY CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, JULY 03, 2012 AT 6:00 PM 

206 NORTH MURPHY ROAD 
MURPHY, TEXAS 75094 

 
NOTICE is hereby given of a meeting of the City Council of the City of Murphy, Collin County, State of Texas, to be held on 07/03/2012 at Murphy 
City Hall for the purpose of considering the  following  items. The City Council of the City of Murphy, Texas, reserves the right to meet  in closed 
session on any of the  items  listed below should the need arise and  if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551, of the Texas 
Government Code. 

 
1 CALL TO ORDER 

 
2 INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
3 ROLL CALL & CERTIFICATION OF A QUORUM 

 
4 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
5 PRESENTATIONS 

 Richardson Methodist Hospital Presentation 
 

6 CONSENT ITEMS 
All consent agenda items are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion. There will be 
no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests, in which event the item will be removed from 
the Consent Agenda and voted on separately. 

 
6.1 Consider and/or act upon approval of a resolution authorizing continued 

participation with the Steering Committee of Cities served by Oncor; and 
authorizing the payment of 10 cents per capita to the Steering Committee to fund 
regulatory and related activities related to Oncor Electric Delivery Company LLC. 
 

7 RESOLUTION APPROVAL 
 

7.1 Consider and/or act upon approval of a resolution nominating a City Council 
representative to serve as an alternate member to the Regional Transportation 
Council of the North Central Texas Council of Governments. 
 

8 DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

8.1 Consider and/or take action regarding FY2013 proposed budget. 
 

8.2 Discussion regarding developing a scope for the Boards and Commissions. 
 

9 CITY MANAGERS REPORT 
 

10 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The City Council will hold a closed Executive Session pursuant to the provisions 
of Chapter 551, Subchapter D, Texas Government Code, in accordance with the 
authority contained in: 
 

10.1 § 551.074.  PERSONNEL MATTERS; CLOSED MEETING.   
(1)  to deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, 
discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or employee. 
 

 City Secretary 
 



Page 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10.2 § 551.072.  DELIBERATION REGARDING REAL PROPERTY; CLOSED  
MEETING.  A governmental body may conduct a closed meeting to deliberate the 
purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property if deliberation in an open 
meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the governmental body 
in negotiations with a third person. 
 
10.3   § 551.071(1), (2) CONSULTATION WITH ATTORNEY REGARDING 
CONTEMPLATED LITIGATION INVOLVING GEORGE PARKER AND PARKER 
TREE SERVICE, and on a matter in which the duty of the attorney to the 
governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of 
the State Bar of Texas clearly conflicts with the Texas Open Meetings Act 
regarding planning and zoning, residential zoning, home occupation regulations, 
and related issues 
 

11 RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION 
The City Council will reconvene into Regular Session, pursuant to the provision of 
Chapter 551, Subchapter D, Texas Government Code, to take any action 
necessary regarding: 
 

11.1 § 551.074.  PERSONNEL MATTERS; CLOSED MEETING.   
(1)  to deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, 
discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or employee. 
 

 City Secretary 
 

11.2 § 551.072.  DELIBERATION REGARDING REAL PROPERTY; CLOSED  
MEETING.  A governmental body may conduct a closed meeting to deliberate the 
purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property if deliberation in an open 
meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the governmental body 
in negotiations with a third person. 
 
11.3   § 551.071(1), (2) CONSULTATION WITH ATTORNEY REGARDING 
CONTEMPLATED LITIGATION INVOLVING GEORGE PARKER AND PARKER 
TREE SERVICE, and on a matter in which the duty of the attorney to the 
governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of 
the State Bar of Texas clearly conflicts with the Texas Open Meetings Act 
regarding planning and zoning, residential zoning, home occupation regulations, 
and related issues 
 

12 TAKE ANY ACTION AS A RESULT OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

13 ADJOURNMENT 
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I certify that this is a true and correct copy of the Murphy City Council Meeting Agenda and that this notice was posted on 
the designated bulletin board at Murphy City Hall, 206 North Murphy Road, Murphy, Texas 75094; a place convenient and 
readily accessible to the public at all times, and said notice was posted on June 29, 2012 by 5:00 p.m. and will remain 
posted continuously for 72 hours prior to the scheduled meeting pursuant to Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 

________________________ 
Aimee Nemer, TRMC, MMC 

City Secretary 

In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, the City of Murphy will provide for reasonable accommodations for 

persons attending public meetings at City Hall. Requests for accommodations or interpretive services must be received at 

least 48 hours prior to the meeting. Please contact the City Secretary at 972.468.4011 or anemer@murphytx.org. 
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Issue 
Consider and/or act upon approval of a resolution authorizing continued participation with 
the Steering Committee of Cities served by Oncor; and authorizing the payment of 10 cents 
per capita to the Steering Committee to fund regulatory and related activities related to 
Oncor Electric Delivery Company LLC. 
 
Staff Resource/Department 
Linda Truitt Finance Director 
 
Summary 
The City of Murphy is a member of a 150-member city coalition known as the Oncor Cities 
Steering Committee (OSCS).   The resolution approves the assessment of a ten cent ($0.10) 
per capita fee to fund the activities of the Steering Committee. 

Background/History 
The Steering Committee undertakes activities on behalf of municipalities for which it needs 
funding support from its members.  Municipalities have original jurisdiction over the electric 
transmission and distribution rates and services within the city.  The Steering Committee has 
been in existence since the late 1980s.  It took on a formal structure in the early 1990s when 
cities served by TXU (since renamed as Oncor Electric Delivery Company, LLC) gave up their 
statutory right to rate case expense reimbursement in exchange for higher franchise fee 
payments.  Empowered by city resolutions and funded by per capita assessments, the 
Steering Committee has been the primary public interest advocate before the Public Utility 
Commission, ERCOT, the Courts, and the Legislature on electric utility regulation matters for 
nearly two decades.  

The Steering Committee is actively involved in rate cases, appeals, rulemakings, and 
legislative efforts impacting the rates charged by Oncor Electric Delivery Company, LLC 
within the City.  Steering Committee representation is also strong at ERCOT.  It is possible 
that additional efforts will be necessary on new issues that arise during the year, and it is 
important that the Steering Committee be able to fund its participation on behalf of its 
member cities.  A per capita assessment has historically been used, and is a fair method for 
the members to bear the burdens associated with the benefits received from that 
membership. 

The work undertaken by the Steering Committee has saved cities and ratepayers millions of 
dollars in unreasonable charges. In order to continue to be an effective voice before the 
Public Utility Commission, ERCOT, the Legislature, and in the courts, the Steering Committee 
must have your support.  The membership assessment is deposited in an account which 
funds Steering Committee activities.  In January 2011, Oncor filed an application to increase 
rates by $353 million; however, the Steering Committee was able to negotiate a settlement 
with the company that reduced Oncor’s rate increase to $136 million, a $217 million savings.  
Also of importance to cities was that the settlement provided for cities to receive retroactive 
franchise fee payments that had been previously disallowed by the Public Utility 
Commission, in addition to increased payments going forward. 



 
 
 

 
On December 8, 2011, the Steering Committee approved the 2012 assessment for Steering 
Committee membership.  We are anticipating a busy year for electric utility matters.  Based 
upon the population-based assessment protocol previously adopted by the Steering 
Committee, the assessment for 2012 is a per capita fee of $0.10.   

1. The City is currently a member of the Steering Committee; this paragraph 
authorizes the continuation of the City’s membership. 

Explanation of “Be It Resolved” Paragraphs 

2. This paragraph authorizes payment of the City’s assessment to the Steering 
Committee in the amount of ten cents ($0.10) per capita. 

3. This paragraph requires notification to the Chair of the Steering Committee, 
Jay Doegey, that the City has adopted the Resolution. 

Financial Considerations 
The 2012 assessment for Murphy is $1,770.80. 
 
Board Discussion/Action 
N/A 
  
Staff Recommendation Motion to approve resolution authorizing continued participation 
with the Steering Committee of Cities served by Oncor; and authorizing the payment of 10 
cents per capita to the Steering Committee to fund regulatory and related activities related 
to Oncor Electric Delivery Company LLC. 
  
Attachments 
Resolution 
2012 Assessment Invoice 
Memorandum from Jay Doegey, Chair, Oncor Cities Steering Committee 
 



RESOLUTION NO. ______ 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MURPHY, 
TEXAS, AUTHORIZING CONTINED PARTICIPATION WITH THE 
STEERING COMMITTEE OF CITIES SERVED BY ONCOR; AND 
AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF TEN CENTS PER CAPITA TO THE 
STEERING COMMITTEE TO FUND REGULATORY AND RELATED 
ACTIVITES RELATED TO ONCOR ELECTRIC DELIVERY COMPANY 
LLD. 

 
WHEREAS,  the City of Murphy, Texas (the “City”) is a regulatory authority under the 

Public  Utility Regulatory Act (PURA) and has exclusive original jurisdiction over the rates and 
services of Oncor Electric Delivery Company LLC (Oncor) with the municipal boundaries of the 
city; “and  
 

WHEREAS,  the Steering Committee has historically intervened in Oncor (formerly known 
as TXU)  rate proceedings and electric utility related rulemakings to protect the interests of 
municipalities and electric customers residing within municipal boundaries; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Steering Committee  is participating in Public Utility Commission  

dockets and projects, as well as court proceedings, affecting transmission and distribution  utility 
rates; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City is a member of the Steering Committee of Cities Served by Oncor; 
and 

 
 WHEREAS, in order for the Steering Committee to continue its participation in these 
activities which affects the provision of electric utility service and the rates to be charged, it must 
assess its members for such costs;    
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF MURPHY, TEXAS, THAT the City is authorized to continue its membership with the Steering 
Committee of Cities Served by Oncor to protect the interest of the City of Murphy, Texas and 
protect the interest of the customers of Oncor Electric Delivery Company LLC residing and 
conducting business within the City limits. 

 
The City is further authorized to pay its assessment to the Steering Committee ten cents 

($0.10) per capita based on the population figures for the City shown in the latest TML Directory of 
City Officials. 

 
A copy of this Resolution and the assessment payment check made payable to “Steering 

Committee of Cities Served by Oncor” shall be sent to: 
 

Jay Doegey,Chair,  
Oncor Cities Steering Committee 

c/o City Attorney’s Office, Mail Stop 63-0300 



 
Post Office Box 90231 

Arlington, Texas  76004-3231 
 

 
 PRESENTED AND PASSED on this the 3rd day of July, 2012 by a vote of ___ayes and 
___ nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Murphy, Texas. 
 
       CITY OF MURPHY, TEXAS 
 
 
              

Bret M. Baldwin, Mayor 
City of Murphy 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________                                                                      
Aimee Nemer, City Secretary 
City of Murphy 
 

(City Seal) 



Invoice
Date

05/14/2012

Invoice #

12-99

Bill To

City of Murphy

Oncor Cities Steering Committee

c/o Jay Doegey, City Attorney
Post Office Box 90231
MS # 63-0300
Arlington, TX 76004-3231

Please make check payable to: Oncor Cities Steering Committee and mail to Oncor Cities Steering Committee, c/o Jay Doegey,Co-Chair, Arlington
City Attorney's Office,PO Box 90231, Mail Stop 63-0300, Arlington, Texas 76004-3231

Total

ItemPopulation Per capita Amount

2012 Assessment17,708 0.10 1,770.80

$1,770.80
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MEMORANDUM	
	
TO:	 	 Steering	Committee	of	Cities	Served	by	Oncor	
	
FROM:		 Jay	Doegey,	Chair	
	
DATE:	 	 May	24,	2012	
	
RE:	 Action	Needed	–	2012	Membership	Assessment	Invoice	
	
	 Enclosed	please	find	the	2012	Steering	Committee	of	Cities	Served	by	Oncor	("Steering	
Committee")	membership	assessment	invoice	and	draft	resolution.		These	items	are	discussed	
below.	 	We	 ask	 that	 your	 city	 please	 take	 action	 on	 the	membership	 assessment	 as	 soon	 as	
possible.	
	
	 Although	 the	 Steering	 Committee	 does	 not	 require	 that	 your	 city	 take	 action	 by	
resolution	to	approve	the	assessment,	some	members	have	requested	a	resolution	authorizing	
payment	 of	 the	 2012	membership	 assessment.	 	 Payment	 of	 the	membership	 assessment	 fee	
shall	be	deemed	to	be	agreement	with	 the	 terms	of	 the	Steering	Committee	participation	
agreement.	
	
	 Forward	the	membership	assessment	fee	and,	if	applicable,	the	signed	resolution	to	Jay	
Doegey,	Chair,	 Steering	Committee	of	Cities	 Served	by	Oncor,	 c/o	City	Attorney’s	Office,	Mail	
Stop	63‐0300,	P.O.	Box	90231,	Arlington,	Texas	76004‐3231.		Checks	should	be	made	payable	
to:		Steering	Committee	of	Cities	Served	by	Oncor.		If	you	have	any	questions,	please	feel	free	to	
contact	me	at	(817/459‐6878)	or	Thomas	Brocato	(tbrocato@lglawfirm.com,	512/322‐5857).	
	
Membership	Assessment	Invoice	and	Resolution	

The	Steering	Committee	is	the	most	active	consumer	group	advocating	the	interests	of	
cities	 and	 residential	 and	 small	 commercial	 customers	 within	 the	 cities	 to	 keep	 electric	
transmission	 and	 distribution	 (i.e.,	 wires)	 rates	 reasonable.	 	 Steering	 Committee	 activities	
protect	 the	authority	of	municipalities	over	 the	regulated	wires	service	and	rates	charged	by	
Oncor	Electric	Delivery	Company,	LLC.		

	
The	 work	 undertaken	 by	 the	 Steering	 Committee	 has	 saved	 cities	 and	 ratepayers	

millions	of	dollars	in	unreasonable	charges.	In	order	to	continue	to	be	an	effective	voice	before	
the	 Public	 Utility	 Commission,	 ERCOT,	 the	 Legislature,	 and	 in	 the	 courts,	 the	 Steering	
Committee	must	have	your	support.	 	The	membership	assessment	 is	deposited	 in	an	account	
which	 funds	 Steering	 Committee	 activities.	 	 In	 January	 2011,	 Oncor	 filed	 an	 application	 to	
increase	 rates	 by	 $353	 million;	 however,	 the	 Steering	 Committee	 was	 able	 to	 negotiate	 a	
settlement	with	the	company	that	reduced	Oncor’s	rate	increase	to	$136	million,	a	$217	million	
savings.	 	 Also	 of	 importance	 to	 cities	 was	 that	 the	 settlement	 provided	 for	 cities	 to	 receive	
retroactive	 franchise	 fee	 payments	 that	had	been	previously	disallowed	by	 the	Public	Utility	
Commission,	in	addition	to	increased	payments	going	forward.	

	



 2

On	 December	 8,	 2011,	 the	 Steering	 Committee	 approved	 the	 2012	 assessment	 for	
Steering	Committee	membership.	 	We	are	anticipating	a	busy	year	for	electric	utility	matters.		
Based	 upon	 the	 population‐based	 assessment	 protocol	 previously	 adopted	 by	 the	 Steering	
Committee,	 the	 assessment	 for	 2012	 is	 a	 per	 capita	 fee	 of	 $0.10.	 	 The	 enclosed	 invoice	
represents	your	city's	assessment	amount.	
	

To	 assist	 you	 in	 the	 assessment	process,	we	have	 attached	 several	 documents	 to	 this	
memorandum	for	your	use:	
	

 Model	resolution	approving	the	2012	assessment	(optional,	provided	for	those	cities	
that	have	requested	a	resolution	to	authorize	payment)	

 Model	staff	report	supporting	the	resolution	
 List	of	Steering	Committee	members	
 Assessment	invoice	
	
If	you	have	any	questions,	please	feel	free	to	contact	me	at	(817/459‐6878)	or	Thomas	

Brocato	(tbrocato@lglawfirm.com,	512/322‐5857).	
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Issue 
Consider and/or act upon approval of a resolution nominating a City Council representative 
to serve as an alternate member to the Regional Transportation Council of the North Central 
Texas Council of Governments. 
 
Summary 
The Regional Transportation Council (RTC) of the North Central Texas Council of 
Governments (NCTCOG) has sent notification seeking nominees to represent the cities of 
Murphy, Wylie, Sachse, Richardson, and Addison on the RTC. The City of Richardson has 
appointed Mayor Pro Tem Laura Maczka to serve as the voting member for these cities. Ms. 
Maczka formerly served as the alternate. No cities have submitted an alternate member. See 
attached correspondence for additional information. 
 
Action Requested 
If Council desires to nominate an alternate representative, motion to approve a resolution 
nominating __________. 
 
Attachments 
Resolution 
Correspondence from NCTCOG-RTC 
 



RESOLUTION NO. _______ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MURPHY, 
TEXAS, APPOINTING A CITY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE AS ALTERNATE TO 
THE AGGREGATED POSITION OF REPRESENTATIVE TO THE REGIONAL 
TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL OF THE NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS COUNCIL OF 
GOVERNMENTS, WHICH FRACTIONAL ALLOCATION MEMBERSHIP IS SHARED 
WITH THE TOWN OF ADDISON, AND THE CITIES OF RICHARDSON, SACHSE, 
AND WYLIE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

WHEREAS, regional transportation planning and improved mobility are goals of the 
City of Murphy; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Murphy desires to have an alternate representative on the 
Regional Transportation Council; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor Pro Tem for the City of Richardson, Laura Maczka, is presently 
representing the City of Murphy as the voting representative on the Regional Transportation 
Council. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MURPHY, TEXAS: 
 

SECTION 1. That, ___________________ for the City of Murphy, is hereby appointed 

as Alternate to the Regional Transportation Council of the North Central Texas Council of 

Governments. 

SECTION 2. This resolution shall become effective immediately from and after its 

passage. 

DULY RESOLVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Murphy, 

Texas, on this the 3rd day of July 2012. 

       APPROVED 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Bret M. Baldwin, MAYOR 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________   
CITY SECRETARY 
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Issue 
Consider and/or take action regarding FY2013 proposed budget. 
 
Summary 
Preliminary Budget Workshops have been scheduled for: 
 
July 17th 
July 24th 
July 31st 
 
Budget dates that are set for the legal requirements are: 
 
August 7 – Present the Budget 
August 14 – Special Meeting to vote on the tax rate and set the public hearing dates 
August 21 – Regular Council Meeting 
August 28 – Special Meeting – 1st Public Hearing on Tax Rate and Budget 
September 4 – Regular Council Meeting – 2nd Public Hearing on Tax Rate and Budget 
September 18 – Adopt the Budget and Tax Rate 
 
Action Requested 
Staff has requested several revenue increases to be implemented upon adoption of the FY13 
Budget on October 1, 2012. In order to complete preparation of the FY13 Budget, staff is 
requesting direction regarding the proposed revenue increases.  
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Issue 
Discussion regarding developing a scope for the Boards and Commissions. 
 
Staff Resource/Department 
James Fisher, City Manager 
 
Summary 
At the April 17, 2012 Work Session, Council determined to appoint a councilmember to work 
with specific boards through the staff liaison and board chairs to establish a scope for the 
board to be approved by Council in August. Staff has this review scheduled for August 21. 
 
Background/History 
Councilmembers volunteered as follows: 
 
Mayor Baldwin – Building and Fire Code Appeals Board 
Councilmember Grant - Murphy Community Development Board  
Councilmember Bradley – Park and Recreation Board 
Councilmember Halbert – Planning and Zoning Commission 
Councilmember Richmond – Board of Adjustment 
Councilmember Brandon – Animal Shelter Advisory Committee 

  
Action Requested 
Staff is requesting a status of the board scopes to determine if the review and approval 
needs to be postponed. Council may also consider having the staff liaisons develop the 
scopes for Council to review.  
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