
MURPHY CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

AUGUST 5, 2014 AT 6:00 P.M. 
206 NORTH MURPHY ROAD 

MURPHY, TEXAS 75094 

  

 

 
 

 
Eric Barna 
Mayor 

 
Scott Bradley 
Mayor Pro Tem 

 
Owais Siddiqui 

Deputy Mayor Pro Tem 
 

Ben St. Clair 
Councilmember 

 
Betty Spraggins 
Councilmember 

 
Sarah Fincanon 
Councilmember 

 
Rob Thomas 

Councilmember 
 

James Fisher 
City Manager 

    
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3. ROLL CALL & CERTIFICATION OF A QUORUM 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

     
5. PRESENTATION ITEMS 
A. Presentation of proposed municipal budget for fiscal year 2014‐2015. 

 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
All consent agenda items are considered to be routine by the City Council and will 
be  enacted  by  one motion.  There will  be  no  separate  discussion  of  these  items 
unless a Councilmember so requests, in which event the item will be removed from 
the Consent Agenda and voted on separately. 
 
A. Consider and/or act upon meeting minutes: 

1. July 14, 2014  Joint Meeting with Murphy Municipal Development 
District; 

2. July 14, 2014 Budget Work Session 
3. July 15,2014 Regular City Council Meeting 
4. July 16, 2014 Special City Council Meeting (Budget Work Session) 
5. July 17, 2014 Special City Council Meeting (Budget Work Session) 
6. July 21, 2014 Special City Council Meeting (Budget Work Session) 

 
7. INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 

 
A. Consider and/or act upon a resolution establishing two dates, August 19, 2014 

and September 2, 2014, at 6 pm,  to  conduct a Public Hearing on  the City of 
Murphy proposed tax rate of $0.5500 per $100 valuation and establishing two 
dates, August 19, 2014 and September 2, 2014 at 6 pm, for a Public Hearing on 
for the proposed 2014‐2015 municipal budget. 
 

B. Consider and/or act upon Resolution approving the 2014 appraisal roll with a 
taxable value of $1,774,655,435 as certified by Bo Daffin, Chief Appraiser of the 
Collin  Central  Appraisal  District,  and  a  protested  taxable  property  value  of 
$25,968,662 under review by the Appraisal Review Board.    
 
 
 

NOTICE is hereby given of a meeting of the City Council of the City of Murphy, Collin County, State of Texas, to be held 
on August 5, 2014 at Murphy City Hall for the purpose of considering the following items.  The City Council of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, reserves the right to meet  in closed session on any of the items listed below should the need arise and 
if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551, of the Texas Government Code. 
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C. Consider  and/or  act  on  an  amendment  to  the  landscape  ordinance  to 
specifically prohibit artificial turf for landscaping in residential zoning.  

D. Discuss  the Water Conservation Plan as approved by City Council on  July 15, 
2014. 

E. Hold a public hearing and consider and/or act on  the  request  from MCDC  to 
amend  the  FY 2014 MCDC Budget  to  fund  an  Event Coordinator  (Recreation 
Department) for the remainder of FY 2014. 

F. Consider  and  take  action,  if  any,  on  the  request  to  take  FM  2551  (North 
Murphy Road) off of  the Texas State Highway System and authorize  the City 
Manager execute an agreement. 

G. Consider and take action, if any, on a proposed Interlocal Agreement between 
the  City  of  Murphy,  Texas  and  Texoma  Area  Paratransit  System,  Inc.  for 
demand‐response transit services. 

H. Discuss the draft City of Murphy Rental Registration Program for Single Family 
       Residential Properties.  
8. CITY MANAGER/STAFF REPORTS

North Murphy Road Construction Update
Animal Shelter Construction Update

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION
The City Council will hold a closed Executive Session pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter  551,  Subchapter  D,  Texas  Government  Code,  in  accordance  with  the 
authority contained in:  

A. §551.071 Consultation with City Attorney regarding pending litigation or 
contemplated litigation involving: 
a. Burgess v. Cox et al; Cause No. 4:14‐cv‐00466‐ALM

B. § 551.072.  Deliberation regarding the purchase, exchange, lease, or value 
of  real  property  if  deliberation  in  an  open  meeting  would  have  a 
detrimental  effect  on  the  position  of  the  governmental  body  in 
negotiations with a third person. 

C. §551.074  Deliberation  regarding  the  appointment,  evaluation, 
reassignment, duties, discipline or dismissal of: 

a. City Manager
b. City Secretary

10. RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION
The City Council will reconvene into Regular Session, pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 551, Subchapter D, Texas Government Code, to take any action necessary 
regarding: 
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A. §551.071 Consultation with City Attorney regarding pending litigation or 
contemplated litigation involving: 
a. Burgess v. Cox et al; Cause No. 4:14‐cv‐00466‐ALM  
 

B. § 551.072.  Deliberation regarding the purchase, exchange, lease, or value 
of  real  property  if  deliberation  in  an  open  meeting  would  have  a 
detrimental  effect  on  the  position  of  the  governmental  body  in 
negotiations with a third person. 
 

D. §551.074  Deliberation  regarding  the  appointment,  evaluation, 
reassignment, duties, discipline or dismissal of: 

 
a. City Manager 
b. City Secretary 

 
C. Take Action on any Executive Session Item. 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

 

I certify  that  this  is a  true and correct copy of  the Murphy City Council Meeting 
Agenda  and  that  this  notice  was  posted  on  the  designated  bulletin  board  at 
Murphy  City  Hall,  206  North  Murphy  Road,  Murphy,  Texas  75094;  a  place 
convenient and  readily accessible  to  the public at all  times, and said notice was 
posted on August 1, 2014 by 5:00 p.m. and will remain posted continuously for 72 
hours  prior  to  the  scheduled  meeting  pursuant  to  Chapter  551  of  the  Texas 
Government Code. 

________________________
Kristen Roberts

Director of Community Development
 

In  compliance with  the  American with Disabilities  Act,  the  City  of Murphy will 
provide for reasonable accommodations for persons attending public meetings at 
City Hall. Requests for accommodations or interpretive services must be received 
at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. Please contact the City at 972.468.4011 or 
citysecretary@murphytx.org. 



MURPHY CITY COUNCIL AND  
MURPHY MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT MINUTES 

JULY 14, 2014 JOINT MEETING 
 

  

                     
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Barna called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 

2. ROLL CALL & CERTIFICATION OF A QUORUM 
Lori Knight certified a quorum with the following persons present: 
 
City Councilmembers Present: 
Mayor Eric Barna 
Mayor Pro Tem Scott Bradley 
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Owais Siddiqui 
Councilmember Ben St. Clair  
Councilmember Betty Nichols Spraggins 
Councilmember Sarah Fincanon 
Councilmember Rob Thomas  
 
Councilmembers absent:  None 
 
Murphy Municipal Development District: 
John Daugherty 
Jamie Nicholson 
Alex Acuna 
Eric Lopez 
 
Directors Absent:  Alain Dermarker 
 
City Staff Present: 
James Fisher, City Manager 
Kristen Roberts, Director of Community & Economic Development 
Tina Stelnicki, Community Development Coordinator 
Lori Knight, Administrative Assistant 
 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS – None. 
 
 

4. INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 
A. Discuss information from Retail Coach.     
   

Staff Discussion 
Aaron  Farmer  from  the Retail Coach did  a presentation of his  analysis of  the Murphy  retail 
market which  included  demographics  of  the  Retail  Trade  Area  of Murphy.    There was  also 
discussion about what type of business Murphy demographics would support.  
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B. Discuss economic development vision for the City of Murphy.  
   

Staff Discussion 
There were various discussions regarding the different kinds of retail, restaurants and specialty 
stores that the Boards would like to see in Murphy.  There was talk of having or designating an 
area for a downtown type development.     

 
9. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The City Council convened into closed Executive Session at 7:51 p.m. pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 551, Subchapter D, Texas Government Code,  in accordance with  the authority contained 
in:  

 
A.   §  551.087.      Deliberation  regarding  economic  development  negotiations  (1)    to  discuss  or 

deliberate  regarding  commercial  or  financial  information  that  the  governmental  body  has 
received  from a business prospect  that  the governmental body seeks  to have  locate, stay, or 
expand  in or near  the  territory of  the governmental body and with which  the governmental 
body  is conducting economic   development negotiations;   or  (2)    to deliberate  the offer of a 
financial or other incentive to a business prospect described by Subdivision (1). 
 

10. RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION 
The City Council reconvened  into open session at 8:27 p.m. pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 
551, Subchapter D, Texas Government Code, in accordance with the authority contained in:  

 
A.   §  551.087.      Deliberation  regarding  economic  development  negotiations  (1)    to  discuss  or 

deliberate  regarding  commercial  or  financial  information  that  the  governmental  body  has 
received  from a business prospect  that  the governmental body seeks  to have  locate, stay, or 
expand  in or near  the  territory of  the governmental body and with which  the governmental 
body  is conducting economic   development negotiations;   or  (2)    to deliberate  the offer of a 
financial or other incentive to a business prospect described by Subdivision (1). 
 

B. Take Action on any Executive Session Item. 
 

No action was taken as a result of executive session items. 
 

5. ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 

 
APPROVED BY: 

 
 

____________________________ 
 Eric Barna, Mayor 

ATTEST:           
 

 
________________________           
Acting City Secretary 
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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
JULY 14, 2014 CITY COUNCIL BUDGET WORK SESSION 

 

  

   
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Barna called the meeting to order at 8:35 p.m. 
 

2. ROLL CALL & CERTIFICATION OF A QUORUM 
Executive  Administrative  Assistant,  Kim  McCranie,  certified  a  quorum  with  the  following 
Councilmembers present: 
 
Mayor Eric Barna 
Mayor Pro Tem Scott Bradley  
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Owais Siddiqui  
Councilmember Ben St. Clair 
Councilmember Betty Nichols Spraggins 
Councilmember Sarah Fincanon 
Councilmember Rob Thomas  
 
Councilmembers absent:  None. 

 
3. INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 

A. Discussion  regarding  the  FY 2015 General  Fund  and Utility  Fund Revenues  and Expenditures 
and other associated budget discussions. 
 
Police Chief GM Cox reviewed the Police Department budget with the Council including staffing 
of a new position and purchase of capital items.   

   
4. ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
 
 
 

APPROVED BY: 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Eric Barna, Mayor 
 

ATTEST:           
 
 
 
______________________________           
Terri Johnson, Interim City Secretary 
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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
JULY 15, 2014 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

  

   
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Barna called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

2. INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Barna gave the invocation and led the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. ROLL CALL & CERTIFICATION OF A QUORUM 
Terri Johnson, Acting City Secretary, certified a quorum with the following Councilmembers present: 
 
Mayor Eric Barna 
Mayor Pro Tem Scott Bradley 
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Owais Siddiqui 
Councilmember Ben St. Clair  
Councilmember Betty Nichols Spraggins 
Councilmember Sarah Fincanon 
Councilmember Rob Thomas  
 
Councilmembers absent:  None 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Kent  P. Manton,  419 Moonlight  Dr.    – Mr. Manton  read  a  recent  article written  by  former  City 
Councilmember  Bernard Grant.   He  followed  by  asking  the  City  Council  to  reconsider  the  action 
previously taken regarding closure of Grant Drive. 
 

5. PRESENTATION ITEMS:  
A. Finance Director Linda Truitt presented  the  financial report and  investment report as of  June 

30, 2014.   
 
Ms. Truitt  reported  that  sales  tax was  coming  in  strong and at  the end of nine months,  the 
percentage  of  budget  should  be  at  75%.    She  reported  that  as  of  June  30th,  the  City  had 
received 88% of the budgeted revenues in the General Fund for the year.  She also stated that 
the interest rate remained at $0.10. 
 
The expenditures for the current budget year in the General Fund were at 65.85% for the first 
nine months of the fiscal year. 
 
The  Utility  Fund  was  under  budget  with  revenues  coming  in  at  62.92%  and  expenditures 
coming in under 68%.   
 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 
All consent agenda items are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one 
motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests, in 
which event the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and voted on separately. 

 
A. Consider and/or act upon meeting minutes: 

1. July 1, 2014 Regular Meeting and Budget Work session; 
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2. July 2, 2014 Budget Work session; 
 

B. Consider  and/or  act upon  the  approval of  an Ordinance  amending  Section 9.100 of  the  Fee 
Schedule; water and sewer rates. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 14‐07‐980 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MURPHY, TEXAS 
AMENDING APPENDIX A, FEE SCHEDULE, SECTION 9.100 OF THE MURPHY 
CODE  OF  ORDINANCES  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  WATER  AND  SEWER  USAGE 
RATES; AND  PROVIDING  FOR  SAID ORDINANCE  TO  TAKE  EFFECT  FROM 
AND AFTER ITS DATE OF PUBLICATION.  

 
  COUNCIL ACTION (6.A. ‐ 6.B.):            APPROVED 

Deputy  Mayor  Pro‐Tem  Siddiqui  moved  to  approve  the  consent  agenda  as  presented.  
Councilmember St. Clair seconded the motion.  For:  Unanimous.  The motion carried by a vote 
of 7 to 0. 

 
7. INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 

A. Consider and/or act on an amendment to the landscape ordinance to prohibit artificial turf for 
landscaping in residential zoning. 
 
Kristen  Roberts, Director  of  Economic  and  Community Development,  addressed  the  Council 
regarding  this  issue.    She  reported  that  because  the  City’s  code  states  that  all  non‐paved 
surfaces shall be completely covered with living plant material, that it was staff’s interpretation 
that synthetic materials are not an allowed substitute for living plant material. 
 
Ms.  Roberts  also  reported  that  area  cities  had  been  contacted  regarding  their  ordinances 
specific to synthetic landscaping materials.  The following cities were reviewed: 
 
Wylie 
‐ no reference to synthetic landscape materials 
‐ Landscape maintenance section states that lawn and garden areas must be kept alive. 
 
Plano 
‐ Ordinance silent on synthetic landscape materials; not allowed 
‐ Have not had known request 
 
McKinney 
‐ Ordinance silent on synthetic landscape materials; not allowed 
 
Frisco 
‐ Not allowed. 

 
Highland Park 
‐ Cannot be installed in the following places; front yard, any yard visible from a street, sidewalk, 
parkway, alley, and easements. 
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Sachse 
‐ Does not allow it at this time. 
 
City  Manager  James  Fisher  again  pointed  out  that  the  City  of  Murphy’s  code  does  not 
specifically address synthetic turf and he went on to discuss Highland Park’s code which does 
allow it only if it cannot be seen from a street, sidewalk, parkway, alley, or easement. 
 
Members  of  the  City  Council  discussed  the  City’s  ordinance  and  the  possibility  of making 
changes to possibly reflect Highland Park’s code.  Permitting requirements were also discussed. 
 
Councilmember  Rob  Thomas  stated  that  if  the  City  is  ever  forced  to  go  to  Stage  4 Water 
Restrictions  that  this might  become  an  issue  for  the  homeowner who  has  invested  in  their 
lawns. 
 
Mayor Barna stated that he would  like to see drainage  issues addressed  if the City did amend 
the ordinance to allow any type of synthetic materials for landscaping in residential zoning.   
 
The Mayor  also  pointed  out  that  no matter what  the  City’s  ordinances  allowed  that HOA’s 
could be more restrictive with their rules and regulations.   
 
Mr. Fisher stated that staff would  look at this  issue further and return to the City Council at a 
later date with recommendations. 
 
COUNCIL ACTION (ITEM 7.A.):            NO ACTION 
The Council took no action Item 7.A. 
 

B. Consider  and/or  act on  an ordinance prohibiting  the use of wireless  communication devices 
while operating a motor vehicle. 

Barbara Harless, 709 Summer Place – Mrs. Harless addressed the City Council and explained her 
intense opposition to this proposed ordinance. 

City Manager  James  Fisher  addressed  the City Council  and  said  this  item was placed on  the 
agenda  at  the  request  of  a  City  Council  member.    Mr.  Fisher  stated  that  this  proposed 
ordinance had a lot of pros and cons regarding the enactment of a ban.  Mr. Fisher also advised 
that various social media sites within the City have had a healthy debate on the merits of this 
proposed ordinance.   He  called on Police Chief, G. M. Cox,  to answer questions  for  the City 
Council. 

Mayor Barna stated  that he agreed with Mrs. Harless on many points and asked Chief Cox  if 
distracted driving caused by  talking and/or  texting on a cellphone could be addressed by  the 
State of Texas’ reckless driving statutes. 

Chief Cox replied that those statutes really did not cover these issues. 

The members of the City Council discussed this item at length. 
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COUNCIL ACTION (ITEM 7.B.):            NO ACTION 
The Council took no action on Item 7.B. 

 
C. Consider and/or act on the proposed Water Resource & Emergency Management Plan and the 

proposed Water Conservation Plan. 

City  Manager  Fisher  reported  that  the  Council  had  discussed  amendments  to  the  Water 
Resource & Emergency Management Plan at  their  June 3, 2014 Council meeting but  took no 
action.   He  explained  that  the  Texas  Commission  on  Environmental Quality  (TCEQ)  and  the 
North Texas Municipal Water District (NTMWD) require the City to adopt the revised April 2014 
Water Conservation Plan.  The staff has been reviewing these plans since April. 

COUNCIL ACTION (ITEM 7.C.):            APPROVED  
Mayor Pro Tem  Scott Bradley moved  to approve  the  revised April 2014 Water Conservation 
Plan.   Deputy Mayor Pro‐Tem Siddiqui  seconded  the motion.   For:   Unanimous.   The motion 
carried by a vote of 7 to 0. 
 

D. Consider and/or act on authorizing  the City Manager to execute an agreement  for  fiber optic 
construction and physical security/video surveillance equipment for the new animal shelter. 
 
City Manager  Fisher  reported  to  the  City  Council  that  the  project  to  interconnect  the  new 
animal shelter  to  the City’s main  fiber optic  trunk,  through  the  installation of  fiber optic and 
computer communications network equipment was  inadvertently  left out of  the construction 
plans.  Fisher stated that these monies would come from the year‐end fund balance. 
 
Wendel Medford,  IT Manager, explained the cost would be $42,000 with the addition of 10% 
contingency  for  a  total  of  $46,200.    He  also  reported  that  the  cost  of  wireless  was more 
expensive. 
 
Councilmember Rob Thomas asked what  the  total cost of  the  shelter was.    It was estimated 
that the total cost including this project would be around $860,000. 
 
COUNCIL ACTION (ITEM 7.D.):            APPROVED 
Mayor  Pro‐Tem  Scott Bradley moved  to  authorize  the  City Manager  to  execute  agreements 
with Cingl Telecom and Technology for Education in an amount not to exceed $46,000 for the 
expansion of the City’s fiber optic network as well as the installation of video surveillance and 
physical  security  equipment  for  the  new  animal  shelter.    Deputy Mayor  Pro‐Tem  Siddiqui 
seconded the motion.  For:  Unanimous.  The motion carried by a vote of 7 to 0. 
 

E. Consider  and/or  act  on  a  proposed  resolution  authorizing  the  City Manager  to  execute  a 
contract with a company to be determined for group medical insurance and Ameritas for dental 
insurance and extend the contracts with VSP for vision insurance, Cigna for long term disability 
and Fort Dearborn for basic life and AD&D with an effective date of September 1, 2014. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Bradley recused himself due to a conflict of interest that has been filed with the 
City and stepped down from the dais. 
 

10



MURPHY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
July 15, 2014  

Page 5 of 7 
 

Mayor  Barna  reported  that  Mr.  Bradley  was  an  employee  of  Blue  Cross  Blue  Shield  and 
therefore had recused himself from deliberation of this item. 
 
The City Manager  reported  to  the City Council  that  the  final numbers  from Blue Cross Blue 
Shield reflect only a 5% increase in health coverage for the upcoming year.  The final proposal 
was down from the estimated 16% on their initial proposal. 
 
He  explained  that  Brinson  Benefits,  the  City’s  benefit  consultant,  was  responsible  for  the 
negotiations  for  the  final  numbers  from  Blue  Cross  Blue  Shield  and United Healthcare.   He 
stated that Brinson Benefits was a great partner with the City of Murphy. 
 
Brinson  Benefits  was  able  to  negotiate  flat  renewal  rates  from  Ameritas  (dental  insurance 
coverage),  from VSP  (vision  insurance  coverage),  as well  as  from  Cigna  (long  term  disability 
coverage).   The basic  life and AD&D renewal rates from Fort Dearborn also remained flat and 
will renew in 2015.  
 
COUNCIL ACTION (ITEM 7.D.):            APPROVED 
Deputy Mayor Owais Siddiqui moved to approve a resolution authorizing the City Manager to 
execute a contract with Blue Cross Blue Shield  for group medical  insurance and Ameritas  for 
dental  insurance  and  extend  contracts  with  VSP  for  vision  insurance,  Cigna  for  long  term 
disability and  Fort Dearborn  for basic  life and AD&D with an effective date of  September 1, 
2014.  Councilmember  Rob  Thomas  seconded  the motion.    For:    Unanimous.    The motion 
carried by a vote of 6‐0‐1 with Mayor Pro Tem Bradley abstaining due to a conflict of interest.  
(Resolution #14‐R‐798) 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bradley returned to his seat on the dais. 
 

8. CITY MANAGER/STAFF REPORTS   
Mr. Fisher provided the Council with an update on the following items: 
North Murphy Road Construction Update  
Animal Shelter Construction Update  
CLC Meeting, July 17th at 7:30 am 
Budget Meetings for City Council – July 16th and 17th 
Proposed Additional Day of Watering to be held at the end of July 
Watering of Central Park 
 

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The City Council convened into closed Executive Session at 7:11 p.m. pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 551, Subchapter D, Texas Government Code,  in accordance with  the authority contained 
in:  

 
A. § 551.076.   Deliberation  regarding  security devices or  security audits  (1)  the deployment, or 

specific occasions for implementation, of security personnel or devices; or (2) a security audit. 
 

B. § 551.072.   Deliberation  regarding  the purchase, exchange,  lease, or value of  real property  if 
deliberation  in  an  open  meeting  would  have  a  detrimental  effect  on  the  position  of  the 
governmental body in negotiations with a third person. 
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C.   §  551.087.      Deliberation  regarding  economic  development  negotiations  (1)    to  discuss  or 
deliberate  regarding  commercial  or  financial  information  that  the  governmental  body  has 
received  from a business prospect  that  the governmental body seeks  to have  locate, stay, or 
expand  in or near  the  territory of  the governmental body and with which  the governmental 
body  is conducting economic   development negotiations;   or  (2)    to deliberate  the offer of a 
financial or other incentive to a business prospect described by Subdivision (1). 
 

D. §551.074  Deliberation  regarding  the  appointment,  evaluation,  reassignment,  duties, 
discipline or dismissal of the City Secretary. 

 
Councilmember Rob Thomas left the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 

 
10. RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION 

The City Council reconvened  into open session at 7:45 p.m. pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 
551, Subchapter D, Texas Government Code, in accordance with the authority contained in:  

 
A. § 551.076.   Deliberation  regarding  security devices or  security audits  (1)  the deployment, or 

specific occasions for implementation, of security personnel or devices; or (2) a security audit. 
 

B. § 551.072.   Deliberation  regarding  the purchase, exchange,  lease, or value of  real property  if 
deliberation  in  an  open  meeting  would  have  a  detrimental  effect  on  the  position  of  the 
governmental body in negotiations with a third person. 
 

C.   §  551.087.      Deliberation  regarding  economic  development  negotiations  (1)    to  discuss  or 
deliberate  regarding  commercial  or  financial  information  that  the  governmental  body  has 
received  from a business prospect  that  the governmental body seeks  to have  locate, stay, or 
expand  in or near  the  territory of  the governmental body and with which  the governmental 
body  is conducting economic   development negotiations;   or  (2)    to deliberate  the offer of a 
financial or other incentive to a business prospect described by Subdivision (1). 
 

D. §551.074  Deliberation  regarding  the  appointment,  evaluation,  reassignment,  duties, 
discipline or dismissal of the City Secretary. 

 
E. Take Action on any Executive Session Item. 
 

Deputy  Mayor  Pro‐Tem  Owais  Siddiqui  moved  to  appoint  Terri  Johnson  as  Interim  City 
Secretary.  Mayor Pro‐Tem Scott Bradley seconded the motion.  For:  Unanimous.  The motion 
carried by a vote of 6‐0. 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:47 p.m. 
 

APPROVED BY: 
 
 

____________________________ 
Eric Barna, Mayor 
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ATTEST:           

 
 

______________________________           
Terri Johnson, Interim City Secretary 
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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
JULY 16, 2014 CITY COUNCIL BUDGET WORK SESSION 

 

  

   
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Barna called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 

2. ROLL CALL & CERTIFICATION OF A QUORUM 
Acting City Secretary, Terri Johnson, certified a quorum with the following Councilmembers present: 
 
Mayor Eric Barna 
Mayor Pro Tem Scott Bradley  
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Owais Siddiqui  
Councilmember Ben St. Clair 
Councilmember Betty Nichols Spraggins 
Councilmember Sarah Fincanon 
 
Councilmember absent:  Councilmember Rob Thomas  

 
3. INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 

A. Discussion  regarding  the  FY 2015 General  Fund  and Utility  Fund Revenues  and Expenditures 
and other associated budget discussions. 
 
Rod Hogan, Interim Director of Parks and Public Works and Matt Foster, Parks Superintendent 
answered questions and discussed the proposed budget for the Parks Department. 
 
Kristen  Roberts,  Director  of  Economic  and  Community  Development,  along  with  Caitlyn 
Meehan, Manager  of  Recreation  Services  answered  questions  and  discussed  the  proposed 
budget for the Recreation Department.  Community events were discussed at length, including 
activities for senior citizens. 
 

Mayor Barna called a recess at 7:55 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 8:00 p.m. 
 
City Manager  James Fisher and Finance Director  Linda Truitt presented  the proposed  capital 
items for both the General Fund and the Utility Fund for the upcoming fiscal year. 
 
Mayor Barna stated that he wanted to revisit the proposed capital expenditures at the Budget 
Work Session scheduled for Thursday, July 17th. 

 
4. ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 
 
 
 

APPROVED BY: 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Eric Barna, Mayor 
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ATTEST:           
 
 
 
______________________________           
Terri Johnson, Interim City Secretary 
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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
JULY 17, 2014 CITY COUNCIL BUDGET WORK SESSION 

 

  

   
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Barna called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

2. ROLL CALL & CERTIFICATION OF A QUORUM 
Executive  Administrative  Assistant,  Kim  McCranie,  certified  a  quorum  with  the  following 
Councilmembers present: 
 
Mayor Eric Barna 
Mayor Pro Tem Scott Bradley  
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Owais Siddiqui  
Councilmember Ben St. Clair 
Councilmember Betty Nichols Spraggins 
Councilmember Sarah Fincanon 
Councilmember Rob Thomas  
 
Councilmembers absent:  None. 

 
3. INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 

A. Discussion  regarding  the  FY 2015 General  Fund  and Utility  Fund Revenues  and Expenditures 
and other associated budget discussions. 
 
Rod  Hogan,  Interim  Director  of  Parks  and  Public  Works  and  Brad  Rockey,  Public  Works 
Superintendent  answered  questions  and  discussed  the  proposed  budget  for  the  Water 
Distribution and Wastewater Departments. 

. 
City Manager  James  Fisher  and  Finance  Director  Linda  Truitt  presented  the  General  Fund 
revenues. 
 

 
4. ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 
 
 
 

APPROVED BY: 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Eric Barna, Mayor 
 

ATTEST:           
 
 
 
______________________________           
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Terri Johnson, Interim City Secretary 
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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
JULY 21, 2014 CITY COUNCIL BUDGET WORK SESSION 

 

  

   
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Barna called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

2. ROLL CALL & CERTIFICATION OF A QUORUM 
Executive  Administrative  Assistant,  Kim  McCranie,  certified  a  quorum  with  the  following 
Councilmembers present: 
 
Mayor Eric Barna 
Mayor Pro Tem Scott Bradley  
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Owais Siddiqui  
Councilmember Ben St. Clair 
Councilmember Betty Nichols Spraggins 
Councilmember Sarah Fincanon 
Councilmember Rob Thomas  
 
Councilmembers absent:  None. 

 
3. INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 

A. Discussion  regarding  the  FY 2015 General  Fund  and Utility  Fund Revenues  and Expenditures 
and other associated budget discussions. 
 
City Manager  James Fisher and Finance Director Linda Truitt presented  the proposed cuts  to 
the General Fund, Personnel and the tax rate for the upcoming fiscal year. 

 
4. ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:58 p.m. 
 
 
 

APPROVED BY: 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Eric Barna, Mayor 
 

ATTEST:           
 
 
 
______________________________           
Terri Johnson, Interim City Secretary 
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City Council Meeting                 
August 5, 2014                  
    
Issue 
Consider and/or act upon a resolution establishing two dates, August 19, 2014 and September 
2,  2014,  at  6  pm,  to  conduct  a  Public Hearing  on  the  City  of Murphy  proposed  tax  rate  of 
$0.5500 per $100 valuation and establishing two dates, August 19, 2014 and September 2, 2014 
at 6 pm, for a Public Hearing on for the proposed 2014‐2015 municipal budget. 
 
Staff Resource/Department 
James Fisher – City Manager 
Linda Truitt – Finance Director 
 
Background/History 
The Texas Local Government Code and City of Murphy Charter requires the governing body to 
conduct two public hearings on the proposed tax rate and one public hearing on the proposed 
budget.   The proposed tax rate for FY 2015  is $0.5500 which  is comprised of the maintenance 
and operations rate of $0.336270 and $0.213730 for debt service, a two cent decrease from the 
FY 2014 tax rate. 
 
Financial Considerations 
N/A 
 
Action Requested 
Approval of the resolution establishing two dates, August 19, 2014 and September 2, 2014 at 6 
pm, to conduct a Public Hearing on the City of Murphy proposed tax rate of $0.5500 per $100 
valuation and establishing two dates, August 19, 2014 and September 2, 2014 at 6 pm, for a 
Public Hearing on the proposed 2014‐2015 municipal budget.   
 
Attachments 
1) Proposed Resolution 
2) Effective Tax Rate Calculation 
3) Rollback Tax Rate Calculation 
4) Notice of Public Hearing on Budget 
5) Notice of 2014 Tax Year Proposed Property Tax Rate 
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RESOLUTION NO.   

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MURPHY, 
TEXAS, ESTABLISHING TWO DATES TO CONDUCT PUBLIC 
HEARINGS ON THE MUNICIPAL TAX RATE AND PUBLIC 
HEARINGS ON THE PROPOSED MUNICIPAL BUDGET FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2014-2015. 

 
WHEREAS,  chapter 102 of the Texas Local Government Code requires the City 

Council of the City of Murphy, Texas to conduct a public hearing on the proposed 2014-2015 
municipal budget; and   

 
WHEREAS, section 7.05 of the City of Murphy, Texas Home-Rule Charter requires the 

City Council to conduct a public hearing on the proposed 2014-2015 municipal budget; and  
 
WHEREAS, chapter 26 of the Texas Tax Code, as amended by the Texas Legislature in 

the 79th Legislative Session, requires the City of Murphy, Texas, to conduct two public hearings 
on the proposed 2014-2015 municipal property tax rate. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MURPHY, TEXAS, AS FOLLOWS:  
  

Section 1.    That the foregoing recitals are hereby found to be true and correct findings 
of the City of Murphy, Texas, and are fully incorporated into the body of this resolution. 

 
Section 2.   That the City Council of the City of Murphy, Texas will conduct the first 

public hearing on the $0.5500 proposed municipal tax rate and proposed municipal budget for 
fiscal year 2014-2015 on Tuesday, August 19, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at 206 North Murphy Road, in 
Murphy, Texas. 
 

Section 3.   That the City Council of the City of Murphy, Texas will conduct the 
second public hearing on the $0.5500 proposed municipal tax rate and the proposed municipal 
budget for fiscal year 2014-2015 on Tuesday, September 2, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at 206 North 
Murphy Road, in Murphy, Texas. 

 
Section 4. That the City Secretary and other City personnel are hereby authorized to 

post all notices and publish all notices in the official newspaper of the City of Murphy, Texas, 
concerning the municipal budget, municipal tax rate and public hearings as required by state law 
and the City Charter. 
 

Section 5.   This resolution shall become effective from and after its passage. 
 
DULY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Murphy, Texas, on this the 5th 

day of August, 2014. 
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Eric Barna, Mayor  
City of Murphy 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________                                                                      
Terri Johnson, Interim City Secretary 
City of Murphy 
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2014 Effective Tax Rate Worksheet
City of Murphy

Date: 07/29/2014 02:51 PM 

1. 2013 total taxable value. Enter the amount of 2013 taxable value on the 2013 tax roll 
today. Include any adjustments since last year's certification; exclude Tax Code Section 
25.25(d) one-third over-appraisal corrections from these adjustments. This total includes the 
taxable value of homesteads with tax ceilings (will deduct in Line 2) and the captured value 
for tax increment financing (will deduct taxes in Line 14).

$1,636,275,938

2. 2013 tax ceilings. Counties, cities and junior college districts. Enter 2013 total taxable 
value of homesteads with tax ceilings. These include the homesteads of homeowners age 65 
or older or disabled. Other taxing units enter 0. If your taxing units adopted the tax ceiling 
provision in 2013 or a prior year for homeowners age 65 or older or disabled, use this step.

$0

3. Preliminary 2013 adjusted taxable value. Subtract Line 2 from Line 1. $1,636,275,938

4. 2013 total adopted tax rate. $0.570000/$100

5. 2013 taxable value lost because court appeals of ARB decisions reduced 2013 
appraised value.
A. Original 2013 ARB Values.

B. 2013 values resulting from final court decisions.

C. 2013 value loss. Subtract B from A. 

$1,250,000

$1,143,940

$106,060

6. 2013 taxable value, adjusted for court-ordered reductions. Add Line 3 and Line 5C. $1,636,381,998

7. 2013 taxable value of property in territory the taxing unit deannexed after Jan. 1, 
2013. Enter the 2013 value of property in deannexed territory.

$0

8. 2013 taxable value lost because property first qualified for an exemption in 2014. 
Note that lowering the amount or percentage of an existing exemption does not create a new 
exemption or reduce taxable value. If the taxing unit increased an original exemption, use 
the difference between the original exempted amount and the increased exempted amount. 
Do not include value lost to freeport or goods-in-transit exemptions.

A. Absolute exemptions. Use 2013 market value:

B. Partial exemptions. 2014 exemption amount or 2014 percentage exemption times 2013 
value:

C. Value loss. Add A and B.

$2,107,159

$2,186,000

$4,293,159

9. 2013 taxable value lost because property first qualified for agricultural appraisal (1-
d or 1-d-1), timber appraisal, recreational/scenic appraisal or public access airport 
special appraisal in 2014. Use only properties that qualified in 2014 for the first time; do 
not use properties that qualified in 2013.

A. 2013 market value:

B. 2014 productivity or special appraised value:

C. Value loss. Subtract B from A.

$0

$0

$0

10. Total adjustments for lost value. Add lines 7, 8C and 9C. $4,293,159
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11. 2013 adjusted taxable value. Subtract Line 10 from Line 6. $1,632,088,839

12. Adjusted 2013 taxes. Multiply Line 4 by line 11 and divide by $100. $9,302,906

13. Taxes refunded for years preceding tax year 2013. Enter the amount of taxes refunded 
by the taxing unit for tax years preceding tax year 2013. Types of refunds include court 
decisions, Tax Code Section 25.25(b) and (c) corrections and Tax Code Section 31.11 
payment errors. Do not include refunds for tax year 2013. This line applies only to tax years 
preceding tax year 2013.

$16,311

14. Taxes in tax increment financing (TIF) for tax year 2013. Enter the amount of taxes 
paid into the tax increment fund for a reinvestment zone as agreed by the taxing unit. If the 
taxing unit has no 2014 captured appraised value in Line 16D, enter 0. 

$0

15. Adjusted 2013 taxes with refunds and TIF adjustment. Add Lines 12 and 13, subtract 
Line 14. 

$9,319,217

16. Total 2014 taxable value on the 2014 certified appraisal roll today. This value 
includes only certified values and includes the total taxable value of homesteads with tax 
ceilings (will deduct in Line 18). These homesteads include homeowners age 65 or older or 
disabled.

A. Certified values:

B. Counties: Include railroad rolling stock values certified by the Comptroller's office:

C. Pollution control exemption: Deduct the value of property exempted for the current tax 
year for the first time as pollution control property:

D. Tax increment financing: Deduct the 2014 captured appraised value of property taxable 
by a taxing unit in a tax increment financing zone for which the 2014 taxes will be deposited 
into the tax increment fund. Do not include any new property value that will be included in 
Line 21 below. 

E. Total 2014 value. Add A and B, then subtract C and D.

$1,774,655,435

$0

$0

$0

$1,774,655,435

17. Total value of properties under protest or not included on certified appraisal roll.

A. 2014 taxable value of properties under protest. The chief appraiser certifies a list of 
properties still under ARB protest. The list shows the appraisal district's value and the 
taxpayer's claimed value, if any, or an estimate of the value if the taxpayer wins. For each of 
the properties under protest, use the lowest of these values. Enter the total value.

B. 2014 value of properties not under protest or included on certified appraisal roll. 
The chief appraiser gives taxing units a list of those taxable properties that the chief 
appraiser knows about, but are not included in the appraisal roll certification. These 
properties also are not on the list of properties that are still under protest. On this list of 
properties, the chief appraiser includes the market value, appraised value and exemptions for 
the preceding year and a reasonable estimate of the market value, appraised value and 
exemptions for the current year. Use the lower market, appraised or taxable value (as 
appropriate). Enter the total value.

C. Total value under protest or not certified: Add A and B.

$23,788,112

$0

$23,788,112

18. 2014 tax ceilings. Counties, cities and junior colleges enter 2014 total taxable value of 
homesteads with tax ceilings. These include the homesteads of homeowners age 65 or older 
or disabled. Other taxing units enter 0. If your taxing units adopted the tax ceiling provision 

$0
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in 2013 or a prior year for homeowners age 65 or older or disabled, use this step.

19. 2014 total taxable value. Add Lines 16E and 17C. Subtract Line 18. $1,798,443,547

20. Total 2014 taxable value of properties in territory annexed after Jan. 1, 2013. 
Include both real and personal property. Enter the 2014 value of property in territory 
annexed. 

$0

21. Total 2014 taxable value of new improvements and new personal property located 
in new improvements. New means the item was not on the appraisal roll in 2013. An 
improvement is a building, structure, fixture or fence erected on or affixed to land. New 
additions to existing improvements may be included if the appraised value can be 
determined. New personal property in a new improvement must have been brought into the 
taxing unit after Jan. 1, 2013, and be located in a new improvement. New improvements do 
include property on which a tax abatement agreement has expired for 2014.

$45,857,808

22. Total adjustments to the 2014 taxable value. Add Lines 20 and 21. $45,857,808

23. 2014 adjusted taxable value. Subtract Line 22 from Line 19. $1,752,585,739

24. 2014 effective tax rate. Divide Line 15 by Line 23 and multiply by $100. $0.531741/$100

25. COUNTIES ONLY. Add together the effective tax rates for each type of tax the county 
levies. The total is the 2014 county effective tax rate.

A county, city or hospital district that adopted the additional sales tax in November 2013 or in May 2014 must 
adjust its effective tax rate. The Additional Sales Tax Rate Worksheet sets out this adjustment. Do not forget to 
complete the Additional Sales Tax Rate Worksheet if the taxing unit adopted the additional sales tax on these dates. 
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2014 Rollback Tax Rate Worksheet
City of Murphy

Date: 07/29/2014 

26. 2013 maintenance and operations (M&O) tax rate. $0.341521/$100

27. 2013 adjusted taxable value. Enter the amount from Line 11. $1,632,088,839

28. 2013 M&O taxes.

A. Multiply Line 26 by Line 27 and divide by $100.

B. Cities, counties and hospital districts with additional sales tax: Amount of additional 
sales tax collected and spent on M&O expenses in 2013. Enter amount from full year's sales 
tax revenue spent for M&O in 2013 fiscal year, if any. Other taxing units enter 0. Counties 
exclude any amount that was spent for economic development grants from the amount of 
sales tax spent.

C. Counties: Enter the amount for the state criminal justice mandate. If second or later year, 
the amount is for increased cost above last year's amount. Other taxing units enter 0.

D. Transferring function: If discontinuing all of a department, function or activity and 
transferring it to another taxing unit by written contract, enter the amount spent by the taxing 
unit discontinuing the function in the 12 months preceding the month of this calculation. If 
the taxing unit did not operate this function for this 12-month period, use the amount spent 
in the last full fiscal year in which the taxing unit operated the function. The taxing unit 
discontinuing the function will subtract this amount in H below. The taxing unit receiving 
the function will add this amount in H below. Other taxing units enter 0.

E. Taxes refunded for years preceding tax year 2013: Enter the amount of M&O taxes 
refunded in the preceding year for taxes before that year. Types of refunds include court 
decisions, Tax Code Section 25.25(b) and (c) corrections and Tax Code Section 31.11 
payment errors. Do not include refunds for tax year 2013. This line applies only to tax years 
preceding tax year 2013.

F. Enhanced indigent health care expenditures: Enter the increased amount for the 
current year's enhanced indigent health care expenditures above the preceding tax year's 
enhanced indigent health care expenditures, less any state assistance. 

G. Taxes in TIF: Enter the amount of taxes paid into the tax increment fund for a 
reinvestment zone as agreed by the taxing unit. If the taxing unit has no 2014 captured 
appraised value in Line 16D, enter 0.

H. Adjusted M&O Taxes. Add A, B, C, E and F. For unit with D, subtract if discontinuing 
function and add if receiving function. Subtract G. 

$5,573,926

$0

$0

$0

$9,419

$0

$0

$5,583,345

29. 2014 adjusted taxable value. Enter Line 23 from the Effective Tax Rate Worksheet. $1,752,585,739

30. 2014 effective maintenance and operations rate. Divide Line 28H by Line 29 and 
multiply by $100.

$0.318578/$100

31. 2014 rollback maintenance and operation rate. Multiply Line 30 by 1.08. $0.344064/$100

32. Total 2014 debt to be paid with property taxes and additional sales tax revenue.
"Debt" means the interest and principal that will be paid on debts that:
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(1) are paid by property taxes, 
(2) are secured by property taxes, 
(3) are scheduled for payment over a period longer than one year and 
(4) are not classified in the taxing unit's budget as M&O expenses

A. Debt also includes contractual payments to other taxing units that have incurred debts on 
behalf of this taxing unit, if those debts meet the four conditions above. Include only 
amounts that will be paid from property tax revenue. Do not include appraisal district budget 
payments. List the debt in Schedule B: Debt Service.

B. Subtract unencumbered fund amount used to reduce total debt.

C. Subtract amount paid from other resources.

D. Adjusted debt. Subtract B and C from A.

$3,843,817

$0

$0

$3,843,817

33. Certified 2013 excess debt collections. Enter the amount certified by the collector. $0

34. Adjusted 2014 debt. Subtract Line 33 from Line 32D. $3,843,817

35. Certified 2014 anticipated collection rate. Enter the rate certified by the collector. If 
the rate is 100 percent or greater, enter 100 percent.

100.00%

36. 2014 debt adjusted for collections. Divide Line 34 by Line 35 $3,843,817

37. 2014 total taxable value. Enter the amount on Line 19. $1,798,443,547

38. 2014 debt tax rate. Divide Line 36 by Line 37 and multiply by $100. $0.213730/$100

39. 2014 rollback tax rate. Add Lines 31 and 38. $0.557794/$100

40. COUNTIES ONLY. Add together the rollback tax rates for each type of tax the county 
levies. The total is the 2014 county rollback tax rate.

A taxing unit that adopted the additional sales tax must complete the lines for the Additional Sales Tax Rate. A 
taxing unit seeking additional rollback protection for pollution control expenses completes the Additional Rollback 
Protection for Pollution Control. 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
CITY OF MURPHY 

PROPOSED OPERATING BUDGET FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 
 

The City of Murphy will conduct a Public Hearing on the Proposed Operating Budget for the fiscal year 2014-
2015 on Tuesday, August 19, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. and on Tuesday, September 2, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at the Murphy 
Municipal Complex, City Council Chambers, 206 North Murphy Road, Murphy, Texas 75094.  
 

This budget will raise more total property taxes than last year’s budget by 
$547,752 or 5.86%, and of that amount $252,218 is tax revenue to be 
raised from new property added to the roll this year. 
 
You have a right to attend the Public Hearing and make comments. A copy of the proposed budget is on file 
with the City Secretary’s Office located at 206 North Murphy Road, Murphy, Texas 75094. It is also available 
on the City’s website at www.murphytx.org.  
 
Dated this 5th day of August, 2014. 
Linda Truitt 
Finance Director 
City of Murphy, Texas   
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NOTICE OF 2014 TAX YEAR PROPOSED 
PROPERTY TAX RATE FOR CITY OF MURPHY

A tax rate of $0.550000 per $100 valuation has been proposed for adoption by the governing body 
of City of Murphy. This rate exceeds the lower of the effective or rollback tax rate, and state law 
requires that two public hearings be held by the governing body before adopting the proposed tax 
rate. 

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.550000 per $100
PRECEDING YEAR'S TAX RATE $0.570000 per $100
EFFECTIVE TAX RATE $0.531741 per $100
ROLLBACK TAX RATE $0.557794 per $100

The effective tax rate is the total tax rate needed to raise the same amount of property tax revenue 
for City of Murphy from the same properties in both the 2013 tax year and the 2014 tax year. 

The rollback tax rate is the highest tax rate that City of Murphy may adopt before voters are 
entitled to petition for an election to limit the rate that may be approved to the rollback rate. 

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE ABOVE RATES CAN BE CALCULATED AS 
FOLLOWS: 

property tax amount= (rate) x (taxable value of your property)/100 

For assistance or detailed information about tax calculations, please contact: 

Kenneth L. Maun 
Tax Assessor-Collector 
2300 Bloomdale Road, Suite 2366 McKinney, TX 
75071 
972-547-5020 
kmaun@collincountytx.gov 
http://www.murphytx.org/ 

You are urged to attend and express your views at the following public hearings on the proposed 
tax rate: 

First Hearing: August 19, 2014 at 6:00 pm at City of Murphy, 206 North Murphy Road, Murphy, 
TX 75094.

Second Hearing: September 2, 2014 at 6:00 pm at City of Murphy, 206 North Murphy Road, 
Murphy, TX 75094.
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City Council Meeting 
August 5, 2014 

Issue 
Consider and/or act upon Resolution approving the 2014 appraisal roll with a taxable value of 
$1,774,655,435 as certified by Bo Daffin, Chief Appraiser of the Collin Central Appraisal District, 
and a protested taxable property value of $25,968,662 under review by the Appraisal Review 
Board.   

Staff Resource/Department 
Linda Truitt – Finance Director 

Background/History 
The Collin County Appraisal District is responsible for determining appraised values on all 
properties located in Collin County.  Our taxable values are certified annually by the Chief 
Appraiser of Collin Central Appraisal District.  The Tax Code requires submittal of these certified 
values to the governing body. 

Financial Considerations 
The appraisal roll taxable value was certified at $1,774,655,435 for 2014.  The appraisal roll 
taxable value has increased by $160,349,875 or 9.93% compared to the appraisal roll value of 
$1,614,305,560 at July 25, 2013 and does not include properties still under review by the 
Appraisal Review Board.  The protested taxable value for 2014 is $25,968,662 compared to 
$24,392,305 for 2013. 

Action Requested 
Approval of the Resolution approving the 2014 appraisal roll with a taxable value of 
$1,774,655,435 as certified by Bo Daffin, Chief Appraiser of the Collin Central Appraisal District, 
and a protested taxable property value of $25,968,662 under review by the Appraisal Review 
Board.   

Attachments 
1) Certification of 2014 Appraisal Roll
2) 2014 Certified Totals
3) 2014 Certified Total Under ARB Review
4) Resolution
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250 Eldorado Pkwy 
McKinney, Texas  75069 

Metro 469.742.9200 
Toll-Free 866.467.1110 

Admin Fax  469.742.9209
www.CollinCAD.org

 

 

Collin Central Appraisal District
PROPERTY TAX CODE, SECTION 26.01(a) 
 
CERTIFICATION OF 2014 APPRAISAL ROLL  
FOR: MURPHY CITY  
I, Bo Daffin, Chief Appraiser for the Collin Central Appraisal District, solemnly swear that the attached is that portion of the 
approved Appraisal Records of the Collin Central Appraisal District which lists property taxable by MURPHY CITY and 
constitutes the appraisal roll for MURPHY CITY with the amounts listed on the attached totals pages, with the heading 
“2014 Certified Totals”. 
 
 

         July 23, 2014  
 Signature of Chief Appraiser          Date 

 
Note: The Collin Central Appraisal District Appraisal Review Board approved the appraisal records on July 18, 2014. 
   
PROPERTY TAX CODE, SECTION 26.01(c) 
 
CERTIFICATION OF 2014 PROPERTIES UNDER PROTEST AND NOT INCLUDED IN CERTIFIED ROLL ABOVE  
FOR: MURPHY CITY  
I, Bo Daffin, Chief Appraiser for the Collin Central Appraisal District, solemnly swear that the attached is that portion of the 
Appraisal Records of the Collin Central Appraisal District which lists property taxable by MURPHY CITY but NOT included on 
the appraisal roll for MURPHY CITY, since these properties are currently under Protest.  The protested property values are 
listed on the attached totals pages, with the subheading “Under ARB Review Totals”. 
 
If there are no attached pages labeled with the subheading “Under ARB Review Totals” then all protests within 
MURPHY CITY were completed by July 18, 2014 and included in the Certified Roll listed above. 
 
 

         July 23, 2014  
 Signature of Chief Appraiser          Date 

 
*NOTE: Please be advised that the property values appearing on the ‘Under ARB Review Totals’ page in your certified 
totals packet reflect the current 2014 Market and Taxable Values for the properties Under ARB Review without any Section 
26.01(c) adjustments.  In order to arrive at the taxable value to use for the effective tax rate calculations for your entity, 
you will need to use the taxable value from the ‘ARB Approved Totals’ page, along with the ’Total Value Used’ that 
appears in the Lower Value Used section on the Effective Rate Assumption page.  The Total Value Used on the Effective 
Rate Assumption page is the assessed value Under ARB Review that has been calculated in accordance with Property Tax 
Code, Section 26.01(c).  The ‘Grand Totals’ page is the combined ‘ARB Approved Totals’ plus the ‘Under ARB Review Totals’ 
– which have not been adjusted.  (The formula for calculating the total taxable remaining under protest is as follows:  
Taxable Value from “ARB Approved Totals” plus Total Value Used from the “Effective Rate Assumptions” Lower Value Used 
section minus Total Exemptions amount from the “Under ARB Review Totals”.) 

Rev.  2012.07
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Collin CAD As of Certification2014 CERTIFIED TOTALS
CMR - MURPHY CITY

ARB Approved TotalsProperty Count: 6,636  9:00:39AM7/24/2014

Land Value
Homesite: 368,325,760
Non Homesite: 105,685,586
Ag Market: 9,826,385
Timber Market: 483,837,731Total Land (+)0

Improvement Value

Homesite: 1,226,149,965
Non Homesite: 96,781,949 Total Improvements (+) 1,322,931,914

Non Real ValueCount

Personal Property: 491 59,052,851
Mineral Property: 0 0
Autos: 0 0 Total Non Real (+) 59,052,851

Market Value = 1,865,822,496
ExemptAg Non Exempt

9,826,385 0Total Productivity Market:
Ag Use: 21,330 0 9,805,055(-)Productivity Loss
Timber Use: 0 0 =Appraised Value 1,856,017,441
Productivity Loss: 09,805,055

6,799,542(-)Homestead Cap
=Assessed Value 1,849,217,899

TotalCountExemption Local State
DP 65 3,012,500 0 3,012,500
DV1 28 0 189,000 189,000
DV2 12 0 103,500 103,500
DV2S 1 0 7,500 7,500
DV3 14 0 136,000 136,000
DV3S 1 0 10,000 10,000
DV4 28 0 168,000 168,000
DV4S 3 0 30,000 30,000
DVHS 17 0 4,475,836 4,475,836
EX-XV 146 0 26,550,998 26,550,998
EX366 23 0 4,614 4,614
LVE 29 11,345,912 0 11,345,912
OV65 589 28,355,229 0 28,355,229
OV65S 3 150,000 0 150,000
SO 1 23,375 0 23,375 (-)Total Exemptions 74,562,464

=Net Taxable 1,774,655,435

APPROXIMATE TOTAL LEVY = NET TAXABLE * (TAX RATE / 100)
10,115,535.98 = 1,774,655,435 * (0.570000 / 100)

Page 1 of 7CMR/519014 True Automation, Inc.
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Collin CAD As of Certification2014 CERTIFIED TOTALS
CMR - MURPHY CITY

Under ARB Review TotalsProperty Count: 90  9:00:39AM7/24/2014

Land Value
Homesite: 5,657,932
Non Homesite: 654,080
Ag Market: 0
Timber Market: 6,312,012Total Land (+)0

Improvement Value

Homesite: 19,124,914
Non Homesite: 658,557 Total Improvements (+) 19,783,471

Non Real ValueCount

Personal Property: 5 611,146
Mineral Property: 0 0
Autos: 0 0 Total Non Real (+) 611,146

Market Value = 26,706,629
ExemptAg Non Exempt

0 0Total Productivity Market:
Ag Use: 0 0 0(-)Productivity Loss
Timber Use: 0 0 =Appraised Value 26,706,629
Productivity Loss: 00

258,737(-)Homestead Cap
=Assessed Value 26,447,892

TotalCountExemption Local State
EX366 1 0 104 104
LVE 1 379,126 0 379,126
OV65 2 100,000 0 100,000 (-)Total Exemptions 479,230

=Net Taxable 25,968,662

APPROXIMATE TOTAL LEVY = NET TAXABLE * (TAX RATE / 100)
148,021.37 = 25,968,662 * (0.570000 / 100)

Page 2 of 7CMR/519014 True Automation, Inc.
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Collin CAD As of Certification2014 CERTIFIED TOTALS
CMR - MURPHY CITY

Grand TotalsProperty Count: 6,726  9:00:39AM7/24/2014

Land Value
Homesite: 373,983,692
Non Homesite: 106,339,666
Ag Market: 9,826,385
Timber Market: 490,149,743Total Land (+)0

Improvement Value

Homesite: 1,245,274,879
Non Homesite: 97,440,506 Total Improvements (+) 1,342,715,385

Non Real ValueCount

Personal Property: 496 59,663,997
Mineral Property: 0 0
Autos: 0 0 Total Non Real (+) 59,663,997

Market Value = 1,892,529,125
ExemptAg Non Exempt

9,826,385 0Total Productivity Market:
Ag Use: 21,330 0 9,805,055(-)Productivity Loss
Timber Use: 0 0 =Appraised Value 1,882,724,070
Productivity Loss: 09,805,055

7,058,279(-)Homestead Cap
=Assessed Value 1,875,665,791

TotalCountExemption Local State
DP 65 3,012,500 0 3,012,500
DV1 28 0 189,000 189,000
DV2 12 0 103,500 103,500
DV2S 1 0 7,500 7,500
DV3 14 0 136,000 136,000
DV3S 1 0 10,000 10,000
DV4 28 0 168,000 168,000
DV4S 3 0 30,000 30,000
DVHS 17 0 4,475,836 4,475,836
EX-XV 146 0 26,550,998 26,550,998
EX366 24 0 4,718 4,718
LVE 30 11,725,038 0 11,725,038
OV65 591 28,455,229 0 28,455,229
OV65S 3 150,000 0 150,000
SO 1 23,375 0 23,375 (-)Total Exemptions 75,041,694

=Net Taxable 1,800,624,097

APPROXIMATE TOTAL LEVY = NET TAXABLE * (TAX RATE / 100)
10,263,557.35 = 1,800,624,097 * (0.570000 / 100)

Page 3 of 7CMR/519014 True Automation, Inc.
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Collin CAD As of Certification2014 CERTIFIED TOTALS
CMR - MURPHY CITY

ARB Approved TotalsProperty Count: 6,636 7/24/2014  9:00:53AM

State Category Breakdown

State Code Description Count Market ValueAcres New Value Market

A SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE 5,663 $30,772,106 $1,576,059,425
C1 VACANT LOTS AND LAND TRACTS 51 $0 $13,301,062
D1 QUALIFIED OPEN-SPACE LAND 28 $0 $9,826,385167.9491
D2 IMPROVEMENTS ON QUALIFIED OPEN SP 6 $0 $31,268
E RURAL LAND, NON QUALIFIED OPEN SPA 29 $0 $8,220,816
F1 COMMERCIAL REAL PROPERTY 57 $8,924,166 $148,627,712
F2 INDUSTRIAL AND MANUFACTURING REAL 4 $0 $8,482,152
J2 GAS DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 2 $0 $1,714,550
J3 ELECTRIC COMPANY (INCLUDING CO-OP) 5 $0 $3,875,131
J4 TELEPHONE COMPANY (INCLUDING CO-O 16 $0 $5,087,294
J6 PIPELAND COMPANY 1 $0 $58,050
J7 CABLE TELEVISION COMPANY 3 $0 $2,117,589
L1 COMMERCIAL PERSONAL PROPERTY 415 $83,196 $35,194,164
O RESIDENTIAL INVENTORY 207 $5,488,280 $15,185,322
S SPECIAL INVENTORY TAX 2 $0 $140,052
X TOTALLY EXEMPT PROPERTY 198 $2 $37,901,524

Totals 167.9491 $45,267,750 $1,865,822,496

Page 4 of 7CMR/519014 True Automation, Inc.
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Collin CAD As of Certification2014 CERTIFIED TOTALS
CMR - MURPHY CITY
Under ARB Review TotalsProperty Count: 90 7/24/2014  9:00:53AM

State Category Breakdown

State Code Description Count Market ValueAcres New Value Market

A SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE 80 $590,060 $24,804,102
C1 VACANT LOTS AND LAND TRACTS 4 $0 $103,415
F1 COMMERCIAL REAL PROPERTY 1 $0 $1,187,966
J4 TELEPHONE COMPANY (INCLUDING CO-O 3 $0 $196,838
L1 COMMERCIAL PERSONAL PROPERTY 1 $0 $35,078
X TOTALLY EXEMPT PROPERTY 2 $0 $379,230

Totals 0.0000 $590,060 $26,706,629

Page 5 of 7CMR/519014 True Automation, Inc.
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Collin CAD As of Certification2014 CERTIFIED TOTALS
CMR - MURPHY CITY

Grand TotalsProperty Count: 6,726 7/24/2014  9:00:53AM

State Category Breakdown

State Code Description Count Market ValueAcres New Value Market

A SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE 5,743 $31,362,166 $1,600,863,527
C1 VACANT LOTS AND LAND TRACTS 55 $0 $13,404,477
D1 QUALIFIED OPEN-SPACE LAND 28 $0 $9,826,385167.9491
D2 IMPROVEMENTS ON QUALIFIED OPEN SP 6 $0 $31,268
E RURAL LAND, NON QUALIFIED OPEN SPA 29 $0 $8,220,816
F1 COMMERCIAL REAL PROPERTY 58 $8,924,166 $149,815,678
F2 INDUSTRIAL AND MANUFACTURING REAL 4 $0 $8,482,152
J2 GAS DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 2 $0 $1,714,550
J3 ELECTRIC COMPANY (INCLUDING CO-OP) 5 $0 $3,875,131
J4 TELEPHONE COMPANY (INCLUDING CO-O 19 $0 $5,284,132
J6 PIPELAND COMPANY 1 $0 $58,050
J7 CABLE TELEVISION COMPANY 3 $0 $2,117,589
L1 COMMERCIAL PERSONAL PROPERTY 416 $83,196 $35,229,242
O RESIDENTIAL INVENTORY 207 $5,488,280 $15,185,322
S SPECIAL INVENTORY TAX 2 $0 $140,052
X TOTALLY EXEMPT PROPERTY 200 $2 $38,280,754

Totals 167.9491 $45,857,810 $1,892,529,125

Page 6 of 7CMR/519014 True Automation, Inc.
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Collin CAD As of Certification2014 CERTIFIED TOTALS
CMR - MURPHY CITY

Property Count: 6,726 7/24/2014  9:00:53AMEffective Rate Assumption

New Value

TOTAL NEW VALUE MARKET: $45,857,810
TOTAL NEW VALUE TAXABLE: $45,857,808

New Exemptions

Exemption Description Count
EX-XV Other Exemptions (including public, religious, c 3 2013 Market Value $2,104,868
EX366 House Bill 366 - Under $500 9 2013 Market Value $2,291

ABSOLUTE EXEMPTIONS VALUE LOSS $2,107,159

Exemption Description Count Exemption Amount
$50,0001Disabled PersonDP
$12,0001Disabled Veterans 50% - 69%DV3
$24,0002Disabled Veterans 70% - 100%DV4

$2,100,00042Over-65OV65
46PARTIAL EXEMPTIONS VALUE LOSS $2,186,000

TOTAL EXEMPTIONS VALUE LOSS $4,293,159

New Ag / Timber Exemptions

New Annexations

New Deannexations

Average Homestead Value

Category A and E

Count of HS Residences Average TaxableAverage HS ExemptionAverage Market

4,677 $283,422$1,509$284,931
Category A Only

Count of HS Residences Average TaxableAverage HS ExemptionAverage Market

4,669 $283,565$1,512$285,077

Lower Value Used
Count of Protested Properties Total Market Value Total Value Used

90 $26,706,629.00 $23,788,112

Page 7 of 7CMR/519014 True Automation, Inc.
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RESOLUTION NO. ________ 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MURPHY, TEXAS, CONCERNING 
THE  APPROVAL  OF  THE  2014  APPRAISAL  ROLL  WITH  A  TAXABLE  VALUE  OF 
$1,774,655,435  AS  CERTIFIED  BY  BO  DAFFIN,  CHIEF  APPRAISER  OF  THE  COLLIN 
CENTRAL  APPRAISAL  DISTRICT  AND  A  PROTESTED  TAXABLE  VALUE OF  $25,968,662 
UNDER REVIEW BY THE APPRAISAL REVIEW BOARD.   
 
  WHEREAS The City of Murphy has an  increase  in appraised values for the 2014 
tax year, 
 
  NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY  OF 
MURPHY, COLLIN COUNTY, TEXAS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
  SECTION 1.   The Tax Code  requires submittal of  the appraisal  roll with  taxable 
values to the governing body. 
 
  SECTION 2.   The City Council approves  the  certified appraisal  roll with  taxable 
values in the amount of $1,774,655,435 and protested taxable values in the amount of 
$25,968,662 under review by the Appraisal Review Board and instructs the Tax Assessor 
to apply the tax rate, when approved, thereby creating the 2014 tax roll for the City of 
Murphy. 
 
  DULY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Murphy, Collin County, Texas 
on this 5th day of August, 2015. 
 
 
 
          APPROVED: 
 
 
          __________________________________________ 
          ERIC BARNA, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
TERRI JOHNSON, Interim City Secretary 
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City Council Meeting   
August 5, 2014 
    
Issue 
Consider and/or act on amending the landscape ordinance to specifically prohibit artificial turf 
for landscaping in residential zoning.  
 
Background 
On April 1, 2014, the City Council discussed the use of synthetic materials for landscaping in 
residential zoning. This came after the city was notified of a resident who had installed 
synthetic turf in place of living grass cover in their yard. 
 
On July 15, 2014, City Council further discussed the use of synthetic materials for landscaping in 
residential zoning.  
 
Summary 
In regards to landscaping and specifically allowing or not allowing a synthetic material to be 
used in place of live plant materials, the City of Murphy’s Landscaping code is silent on 
‘synthetic turf’ type materials. However, the Code does state that all non-paved surfaces shall 
be completely covered with living plant material.  Therefore in staff’s interpretation, synthetic 
materials are not an allowed substitute for living plant material. 
 
Consideration 

1. At the July 15, 2014 meeting, City Council requested staff return with an ordinance that 
prohibited artificial turf from being installed in the following places; front yard, any yard 
visible from a street, sidewalk and easements.  
 

2. This would allow, if desired by a resident, for a homeowner to construct and install 
artificial turf in their backyard considering it met the requirements of the proposed 
ordinance including maintaining the drainage as approved at time of original yard 
installation.  

 
Attachments 
Proposed Ordinance amending City of Murphy Landscape ordinance 
Letter to City Council – Mr. and Mrs. Haddock 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends amending the landscape ordinance as presented to specifically prohibit 
artificial turf for landscaping in residential zoning.  
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ORDINANCE NO. 14-08-XXX 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MURPHY, 
TEXAS, AMENDING CHAPTER 28 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
OF THE CITY OF MURPHY, TEXAS BY AMENDING CHAPTER 28 
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, ARTICLE VI LANDSCAPE 
STANDARDS, BY ADDING SECTION 28-150 PROVIDING FOR A 
DEFINITION OF ARTIFICIAL TURF AND BY AMENDING SECTION 
28-155 TO PROHIBIT THE INSTALLATION OF ARTIFICIAL TURF IN 
YARDS THAT ANY PORTION OF SAID TURF IS VISIBLE FROM CITY 
STREETS, SIDEWALKS, AND/OR EASEMENTS; AND PROVIDING 
FOR SAID ORDINANCE TO TAKE EFFECT FROM AND AFTER ITS 
DATE OF PUBLICATION. 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council adopted an ordinance on May 18, 2009, revising existing 

development standards that were previously located in the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance 
and creating a new chapter (Chapter 28) in the Code of Ordinances.   

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Murphy finds and determines that 

modification of Chapter 28 – Development Standards is in the best interests of the citizens of the 
City of Murphy.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MURPHY, TEXAS: 

 
Section 1. FINDINGS INCORPORATED 
 

The findings set forth above are incorporated into the body of this Ordinance as if fully 
set forth herein. 

 
Section 2.   That Section 28-150. Definitions of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Murphy, Texas, is hereby added and classified under Article VI, Landscape Standards, 
which shall now read as follows: 
 

“ARTICLE VI. LANDSCAPE STANDARDS 

 

Section 28-150.  Definitions 

 
Artificial turf  means a surface of synthetic fibers made to look like natural grass.” 

 
Section 3.   That Section 28-155 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended to add subsections (g) and (h), which shall now read as 
follows: 
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“Section 28-155. General Standards. 

The following criteria and standards shall apply to landscape materials and installation: 

….. 

(g) The installation or construction of artificial turf in or on any yard within the City such 
that any portion of said turf is visible from the City of Murphy’s streets, sidewalks or easements 
is prohibited. 

(h) Any installation or construction of artificial turf must be permitted prior to any work 
being done in the City of Murphy and will be reviewed and inspected to ensure drainage remains 
as approved at time of original yard installation.” 

 
Section 4. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE 
 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the phrases, clauses, 
sentences, paragraphs and sections of this ordinance are severable, and if any phrase, clause, 
sentence, paragraph or section of this ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional by the valid 
judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not 
affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this 
ordinance, since the same would have been enacted by the City Council without the 
incorporation of this ordinance of any such unconstitutional phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph 
or section. 
 
Section 5. REPEALER CLAUSE  
 

Any provision of any prior ordinance of the City whether codified or uncodified, which 
are in conflict with any provision of this Ordinance, is hereby repealed to the extent of the 
conflict, but all other provisions of the ordinances of the City whether codified or uncodified, 
which are not in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance, shall remain in full force and 
effect. 

 
Section 6. EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage and publication as 

required by law. 
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PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Murphy, 
Texas, on this the 5th day of August, 2014. 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
Eric Barna, Mayor 

 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Acting City Secretary 
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Dear Council Members and all those involved at City Hall, this is an 
updated version of the first note sent.  Included is what should be 
called the Greatest “cherry picking” example ever given. 

 

RE: Synthetic Turf’s Future in Murphy 

 

First	of	all,	 let	me	set	the	record	straight.	 	The	accusation	of	an	alleged	

code	violation	by	my	husband	and	me	was	dropped	by	the	HOA	when	a	

paragraph	 in	 the	 CC&Rs,	 ignored	 by	 Lone	 Star	 Management’s	 Susan	

Garrison,	was	brought	to	their	lawyer’s	attention.		This	paragraph	reads:		

“Each	Owner	will	REPLACE	dead	or	dying	trees,	shrubs,	flowers,	LAWNS	

and	landscape…	”		No	further	guidelines	or	restrictions	on	this	topic	are	

given	in	the	CC&Rs.		No	HOA	or	ACC	approval	is	necessary	–	End	of	Story		

	

Murphy is a microcosm of the whole North Texas Metroplex and is 

growing by leaps and bounds!  Prosperous Texas has become the 

mecca for businesses such as Toyota and State Farm. With growth 

more homes and water are needed.  	

According to the NTMWD, in order to accommodate this influx, 24% 

of our future water supply will come from conservation, even if our 

water supply is 100% of capacity.  In 2013 there were almost 20,000 

residences in Murphy alone. Six hundred new residents are predicted 

each year till 2018.  The most painless and aesthetically pleasing way 

to help with this conservation requirement is to replace water-

guzzling lawns with synthetic turf.  

43



For the Council to prohibit the use of synthetic turf in Murphy runs 

counter to our city’s best interests. The Mayor’s invocation says that 

the council’s decisions should be of benefit to the city. Synthetic turf 

offers a natural looking solution to a chronic water supply problem, a 

common sense alternative.  The Council should not ignore the 

situation as we move into the hotter, dryer days ahead. Stage 3 

without the additional rain we’ve had this year and Stage 4 in any 

year means dead grass.  It just makes sense to permit synthetic turf. 

By choosing to use synthetic turf we get other benefits as well.  

Recent articles tell of an increased number of mosquitoes carrying 

diseases harmful to humans. Synthetic turf, unlike its natural cousin 

does not harbor mosquito larvae, fire ants, other insects or weeds.  

Perhaps prospective “Murphites” come from areas where the grass is 

green year around and are depressed with 4 months of brown 

Bermuda. Synthetic turf gives a green, carefree, worry free feeling 

every single day. Its two thousand sq. ft. competitor requires, among 

other things, up to 50,000 gallons of water per year to achieve 8 

months or less of green grass.   

Synthetic turf is practical, durable and washes off easily. With respect 

to runoff it performs better than natural turf because it has a two-inch 

decomposed granite (DG) base and at least 1/2 inch of clean silica 

sand imbedded in the grass. The nooks and crannies, i.e. voids in the 

DG and sand particles allows the base to hold lots of rain before 
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becoming totally saturated. It then seeps gradually into the clay 

subsoil preventing cracking. 

Regardless of all the good things we present to the Council, none of 

this matters if they are still planning to prohibit synthetic turf for no 

apparent reason, using Ordinance 1893, the supposed template for 

this prohibition. 

Every city, with its own problems and conditions, is individual and 

unique. Obvious also, each city reflects the thinking of the people 

governing it.  It seems the powers that be in Murphy are grasping for 

any excuse to prohibit synthetic turf. They have chosen Highland 

Park as their model for this issue. Highland Park is notable because it 

is a 2.2 square mile area that forbids synthetic turf and is 

SURROUNDED BY THE 380 SQUARE MILE AREA OF THE CITY 

OF DALLAS WHERE SYNTHETIC TURF IS ALLOWED.  This has 

got to be the most desperate, ridiculous example of “cherry picking” 

ever used.   

Parker, the city adjacent to Murphy allows synthetic turf and the 

impact has been nil. Why didn’t the City Council look into this city 

for a model? 

We too are desperate to keep our lovely yard intact, so have given 

you fact after fact to support this position.  You have given 

NOTHING, in a framework of words without substance or meaning.  

The below WHEREAS prove this point.  
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There are three WHEREAS in the Ordinance No 1893. The first one is 

about storm drain water; the second says that synthetic turf may help 

reduce water consumption in the landscape.  The third one is: 

“WHEREAS, the installation of artificial turf can cause additional 

storm water runoff due to lack of absorption in the ground because of 

the compacted base material on which the artificial turf is installed;” 

We have clay soil. It’s pretty much impenetrable to shovels or water 

so we have lots of runoff and a fantastic water recycling/reclamation 

center in Wylie and huge pipes leading to it. The compacted base 

used in synthetic turf installations is DG with the characteristics 

mentioned above. 

That’s it!  Highland Park forbid synthetic turf on those “grounds” 

and now the city of Murphy is using this as a model?  What exactly 

does that mean?  How can this be? 

With all due respect, Murphy government officials, Council members, 

and lawyers, isn’t this stretching the Councils credibility, not to 

mention its sanity, to prohibit synthetic turf using this as a guide? 

How contrived all this is for one household out of six thousand who 

just wants to help make Murphy beautiful, and save water, time and 

money!  Is this what “crystal clear” means?  Agreeing to this 

contrivance is dishonest.   

Environmentally friendly, cost effective, low maintenance and 

beautiful, synthetic turf is definitely the direction of the future for an 
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expanding, vibrant community. The City of Murphy would be 

negligent with respect to our future water needs by not allowing 

homeowners to take advantage of this valuable resource now.  You 

should encourage rather than prohibit the use of synthetic turf. 

Sincerely, 

Richard & Pat Haddock 

 

47



City Council Meeting   
August 5, 2014 
    
Issue 
Discuss the Water Conservation Plan as approved by City Council on July 15, 2014.  
 
Background 
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and the North Texas Municipal Water 
District (NTMWD) required the City to adopt the revised April 2014 Water Conservation 
Plan.  Staff reviewed the plans, discussed with City Council and Council approved on July 15, 
2014.   
 
Considerations 
Councilmember Rob Thomas requested this item be brought back for further discussion; 
specifically to discuss information as received via email from Mr. Don Kiertscher.  

- Reference was made to: 
o 7.5 Compulsory Landscape and Water Management Measure 
o 1 – Landscape Water Management Measures 
o Twelfth bullet item, top of page 7-3 

 “Require the owner of a regulated irrigation property to obtain an 
evaluation of any permanently installed irrigation system on a periodic 
basis. The irrigation evaluation shall be conducted by a licensed irrigator 
in the state of Texas and be submitted to your local water provider (i.e. 
city, water supply corporation).” 

o Section 2 – Definitions 
 “REGULAR IRRIGATION PROPERTY means any property that uses 1 million 

gallons of water or more for irrigation purposes in a single calendar year 
or is greater than 1 acre in size.  

o Concern was expressed about the use of the word ‘or’ in the above definition, 
specifically as it applied to those residents in Murphy with larger lots.  

 
Attachments 
Approved Water Conservation Plan, July 15, 2014 
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City Council Meeting   
August 5, 2014   

   
Issue 
Hold a public hearing and consider and/or act on the request from MCDC to amend the FY 2014 
MCDC Budget to fund an Event Coordinator (Recreation Department) for the remainder of FY 
2014.  
 
Background 
At  the  June  16,  2014 MCDC meeting,  staff  discussed  the  need  for  a  position  dedicated  to 
community events. The board requested that staff return to the July 21, 2014 meeting with a 
request  and  justification  for  the  remainder  of  the  current  fiscal  year  as well  as  the  request 
within the FY 2015 Budget.  
 
Summary 
Recreation Department considerations for the FY 2015 MCDC budget year include the addition 
of a Community Events Coordinator staff member (MCDC funded).  Staff recommended to the 
board and at their request that the addition of the Community Events coordinator position not 
be delayed until  the new budget year.   Staff  recommended consideration  to begin  the hiring 
process for a community events coordinator position within the current FY 2014 budget year.   
 
Considerations 
In 2013,  the City of Murphy held 8 community events.  In 2014/2015,  the City of Murphy will 
hold 16(*) events.  
 
December –   Christmas in the Park 
February ‐   Rainbow Trout Roundup * 
April –    Experience Murphy * 
     Spring Keep Murphy Beautiful Event 
    Miscellaneous – Historical Society event host 2015 * 
May –    Moonlight Movies (four evening movies) 
June –    Sounds at Sundown (three evening concerts)* 
    Flag Day celebration * 
September –   Maize Days 
October –   Animal Shelter Grand Opening and Howl‐o‐ween Fest  (possibly annual) * 
    Arbor Day Celebration * 
 
Currently, the Recreation Department has 3 full time and 4 part time staff. The Recreation Staff 
operates  the  MCC  and  MAC,  coordinates  programming,  memberships,  field/pavilion/room 
reservations, and volunteers.  
 
The  responsibility  of  16  Community  Events,  including  planning/managing,  marketing, 
promotion, staffing, volunteer coordination and vendor management  falls on  the Manager of 
Recreation Services in addition to the operations stated above.  
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City Council Meeting   
August 5, 2014   

   
Dedicated staff for community programs and special events (Community Events Coordinator) is 
needed to cover 16 planned city events in 2014.  
 
Financial Considerations 
To fund the requested position for the remainder of MCDC FY 2014, in addition to office set up 
costs and benefits, a MCDC budget amendment of $15,000 would be necessary. Additionally, 
the position would be requested for continuation in FY 2015 MCDC budget at an annual cost of 
$67,600  including  benefits  and  associated  position  costs  as  noted  on  the  attached  budget 
sheet.  
 
Attachment 
Job Description – Community Events Coordinator 
FY 2014 Budget Worksheet – Community Events Coordinator 
 
Action Requested 
Recommend amending  the  FY 2014 MCDC Budget  to  fund an Event Coordinator  (Recreation 
Department) for the remainder of MCDC FY 2014.  
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Agenda Item Attachment 1.1 

CITY OF MURPHY 
STATUS: Non‐exempt 

Salary Range: $17.31/hr. – 
$20.19/hr. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 COORDINATOR 

 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
 
                  Created: 7/2014 

                  Revised  

JOB SUMMARY 

Under  direction  of  the Manager  of  Recreation  Services,  plans,  creates  and  implements  a  department  wide 
marketing strategy  for, activities and community events.   Plans, oversees, coordinates, promotes and  facilitates 
special events and community events that enrich the lives of the participants including but not limited to seniors, 
youth and adults. The Community Events Coordinator will work with  local organizations and groups wishing  to 
host special events in Murphy. They will also work with local organizations and groups interested in hosting special 
events within Murphy City  limits. This addition  to  the Recreation Department will allow  for more efficient and 
effective function of the department as a whole. 

ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 Develops and promotes special events  for  the community with  the guidance of  the Manager of Recreation 
Services. 

 Informs  the  community  of  recreational  opportunities  and  events  through  advertising  and  promotions. 
Markets and promotes programs through recreation publications, newsletters, flyers and other media.  

 Coordinates special events with local vendors, i.e., local businesses and schools. 

 Maintains and recommends supply and equipment needs. 

 Maintains records of special events. 

 Coordinates and maintains community event planning and advertising.   

 Assists in the administration of special events. 

 Develops, promotes, and coordinates internal special events within the organization. 

 Conducts research on various topics as needed to enhance programs and special events. 

 Informs Manager of Recreation Services of all work‐related activities. Evaluates events and makes changes if 
necessary. Makes recommendations for the addition of new special events. 

 Initiates, coordinates, implements and organizes city‐sponsored activities and events.  

 Informs  the  community of  community events  through advertising and promotions. Markets and promotes 
events through publications, newsletters, flyers and other media 

 Assists with all Center reservations as needed. 

 Negotiates  and  coordinates  event  contracts  with  vendors;  solicits  sponsors  for  special  events;  obtains 
required license agreements and permits for each event; ensures compliance with applicable standards. 

 Contacts local and regional businesses and organizations for program support and participation.  

 Ability to work varied hours and days, including weekends; manage events and programs within budgetary 
allocation; ability  to establish and maintain effective  relationships with youth groups, civic organizations, 
boards, citizens and co‐workers. Ability to work independently and manage multiple projects.  

 Adheres to the charter, personnel, safety, and divisional policies and procedures of the City. 

 Assists other departments with respective events. 

 This  staff member will also  coordinate  volunteer  services  associated with  special events and  serve on  the 
Green Team Committee as well as lead the Events Execution Team.   

 Performs other related duties as assigned. 

KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES 

 Must have excellent  leadership, organizational and  communicative  skills, both oral and written. Must be a 
creative self‐starter who can work independently or in a group setting. A great deal of diplomacy is required in 
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Agenda Item Attachment 1.1 

daily interactions with members of the public. To perform the essential functions of the job, must be able to 
perform physical activities to include kneeling, bending, twisting, dragging, pushing, pulling and lifting up to 50 
lbs  of  various  recreational  and  athletic  equipment;  to  talk,  see,  hear,  and  read;  to  work  in  adverse 
environmental conditions; and  to maintain an effective and pleasant working relationship with citizens,  the 
general  public,  employees,  and  volunteers.   Must  be  able  to work  various  hours,  including  evenings  and 
weekends as required. Knowledge of recreational registration software is preferred. 

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS: 

Is responsible for encouraging and facilitating a harmonious working environment. To that end, the following 
interpersonal and personal characteristics are expected: 

a. Displays enthusiasm for the job, which includes attendance, performance, and conduct; 

b. Ability to work effectively and cohesively with others; 

c. Displays courteous, respectful, and polite demeanor towards co‐workers and members of the 
public; and,  

d. Recognizes the importance of being a team member that creates a positive working 
environment. 

 

EDUCATION, EXPERIENCE AND CERTIFICATION 

A high school diploma or GED required; Bachelor's degree  in Parks and Recreation, Hotel Management, Special 
Event Planning or related field  is preferred; five years of related experience may substitute for a degree. Must 
have  at  least  three  years  experience  in  Parks  and  Recreation,  Hotel Management,  Special  Event  Planning  or 
related  field, or  any  equivalent  combination of  experience  and  education.    Experience  in  city or  community 
event planning is preferred. Must possess valid State of Texas class C driver’s license. 
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City of Murphy
FY 14 Budget

Staffing Justification
1.1

  No. of New Staff:      
Reclassification

Position Title:   Events Coordinator

Justification of additional Staff:  Include any potential savings and impact on other departments
Plan: Hire a Full-time Events Coordinator within the Recreation Department for the 
remainder of FY 2014 and requested for continuation in  FY 2015
Financial Impact:  An annual increase for the remainder of FY 2014 of $15,000 including TMRS 
and social security to be funded by 4B.
Dedicated staff for community programs and special events is need to cover 16 planned city events for 
FY15.  A Community Events Coordinator will work with local organizations and groups wishing to host 
special events in Murphy. This person will be responsible for planning, marketing, promotion and 
execution of all city special events (16 planned for FY2015).  They will also work with local organizations 
and groups interested in hosting special events within Murphy City limits.  This staff member will also 
coordinate volunteer services associated with special events and serve on the Green Team Committee as 
well as lead the Events Execution Team.  This addition to the Recreation Department will allow for more 
efficient and effective function of the department as a whole. 
Consequences of not funding Staff:

 In order to allow the entire recreation and special events department to run as effectively and 
efficiently as possible, it is necessary for the addition of a full time special events coordinator position.  
There will not be dedicatied staff for community programs and special events is need to cover 16 
planned city events for FY15.   If this position is not funded, the duties and responsibiliites of all 16 
Community Events, including, planning managing, marketing, promotion, staffining, volunteer 
coordination and vendor management will continue to fall on the Manager of Recreation services.  
Adminitstrative responsibilities, marketing, promotions of all events and programs, community relations, 
recreation facility oversite and management as well as recreation staff oversight and management will 
continue to suffer due to the growing duties and responsibilies of the Manager of Recreation Services. 
Account Number and Cost of Staff: Amount
XX-5XXX-1001-0000  Salaries 6,334                     
XX-5XXX-1005-0000  Overtime 200                        
XX-5XXX-1009-0000  TMRS 920                        
XX-5XXX-1011-0000  Social Security 95                          
XX-5XXX-1012-0000  Group Insurance 2,478                     
XX-5XXX-1016-0000  Certifications
Total Personnel 10,027                  
Rounding 10,100                  
XX-5XXX-2101-0000  General Office Supplies 100                        
XX-5XXX-2204-0000 Motor Vehicle Fuel
XX-5XXX-2209-0000  Uniforms 100                        
XX-5XXX-2220-0000  Laundry and Cleaning
XX-5XXX-2312-0000 Motor Vehicle Supplies
XX-5XXX-2441-0000  Safety Equipment
Total Supplies 200                        
Rounding 200                        
XX-5XXX-3203-0000  Travel and Training -                         
XX-5XXX-3405-0000  Workers Comp 20                          
XX-5XXX-3703-0000  Cell/Pagers/Radios 140                        
XX-5XXX-3901-0000  Dues & Memberships -                         
Total Contractual 160                        
Rounding 200                        
XX-5XXX-4390-0000  Hardware and Software 2,000                     
XX-5XXX-4304-0000 Motor Vehicle
XX-5XXX-4301-0000 Furniture & Fixtures 2,500                     
Total Capital 4,500                     
Rounding 4,500                     
Total 15,000$                77



 
City Council Meeting                 
August 5, 2014              
    
Issue 
Consider and take action, if any, on the request to take FM 2551 (North Murphy Road) off of the Texas 
State Highway System and authorize the City Manager execute an agreement. 
 
Staff Resource/Department 
James Fisher, City Manager 
 
Summary 
The City has been  in discussions with  the State since  late  last year about  the possibility of  taking  this 
road off of the State system. The reason for this discussion is the City’s desire to implement measures in 
the Safe Routes  to School  funding program on North Murphy Road  that are not currently allowed on 
State  roads.  These  measures  include  enhanced  crosswalks  with  lights,  midblock  crossings,  colored 
textured  pavement  at  crosswalks  and  improved  signage.  The  City  has  asked  for  these  items  so  that 
North Murphy Road will be a friendlier road for pedestrians to cross when needed. 
 
Background/History 
North Murphy  Road  (FM  2551)  is  a  two  lane  asphalt  road  that  runs  from  FM  544  in Murphy  north 
through Allen. The State  is currently rebuilding and expanding this road from 2  lanes to six  lanes from 
FM 544 to Parker Road. The new road will be 8” of reinforced concrete, on top of 10 inches of lime with 
a compacted subgrade. The continuous concrete will be stronger and will cause  lesser of an  issue than 
the concrete panels (what you see and feel) on FM 544. 
 
Financial Considerations 
TxDot has provided an estimate of maintenance cost  for a 30 year period of approximately $380,185. 
The State will not be providing any funds to take the road off system because they are providing a new 
road to the City. Due to the construction of the road, there should be very little maintenance cost in the 
first 10 years other than signal maintenance and striping. The budgeted amount for signal maintenance 
for FY 15 is approximately $24,000. 
 
Other Considerations 
The  Texas  Department  of  Transportation,  Texas  Municipal  League  and  the  Association  of  Texas 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations passed a memorandum of understanding outlining  the voluntary 
turnback program of  state  roads  to  cities. This MOU was  a  result of  conversations  about  the  State’s 
desire to turn over state roads that are primarily located within city jurisdictions. 
 
Action Requested 
Authorize the City Manager to execute an agreement to take FM 2551 off the State system from FM 544 
north to the Murphy city limits. 
 
Attachments 
TxDOT July 18, 2014 and January 22, 2014 letters 
City Engineer Memo dated 1/29/14 
Maintenance Cost spreadsheet 
Memorandum of Understanding regarding voluntary turnback program 
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City Council Meeting                 
August 5, 2014                
    
Issue 

Consider and take action, if any, on a proposed Interlocal Agreement between the City of 
Murphy, Texas and Texoma Area Paratransit System, Inc. for demand‐response transit services. 
 
Staff Resource/Department 
James Fisher, City Manager 
 
Summary 

This item was originally discussed in April by the City Council and was asked to be brought back 
in May for City Council consideration. Several factors have delayed this coming back to the City 
Council. 
In September 2013, a study was prepared for the North Central Texas Council of Governments 
called Collin County Transit Needs Assessment and Planning Study. An electronic copy was 
emailed to you in March and a link to it is available on our web site. The study identified transit 
patterns within Collin County and some of the challenges for residents in the county. The city 
was served by CCARTS for many years and some residents utilized this service to get to work, 
school, medical appointments or for other personal reasons. The trips went to cities within 
Collin County with the most going to Plano and Wylie. The NCTCOG and taps are working with 
cities in Collin County to address these challenges and to address the financial support, if any, 
that is needed to fund operational costs. Currently, many of the capital costs are secured by 
federal funding that help with public transit initiatives. There are many opinions regarding the 
issue of public transit and staff is providing this opportunity for Council to consider these 
opinions.  
 
Background/History 

Tim Patton, Chief Operating Officer at TAPS made a presentation before City Council on April 
15th to discuss TAPS and the type of services that they provide, especially in Murphy. There are 
two types of service; the control refers to the current baseline operations. In other words, if 
everything were to stay the same (with no advertising, steady ridership) the service would cost 
what is listed on the chart. The "+1" refers to a more aggressive if not robust operation in which 
advertising dollars are spent, ridership increases, and mobility managers take on more 
community outreach efforts for the service.  
 
Financial Considerations 

The proposed cost for service, depending on level of service, is between $33,000 and $51,000. 
 
Action Requested 

If  the  City  Council  decides  to move  forward with  this  item,  authorize  the  City Manager  to 
negotiate an Interlocal Agreement with TAPS for the determined level of service and bring back 
to City Council for review on August 19th. 
 
Attachments 

 DRAFT  Interlocal  Agreement  between  the  City  of Murphy,  Texas  and  Texoma  Area 
Paratransit System, Inc. for demand‐response transit services; 

 Pricing specific slide from the April 15th presentation 
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INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN 

THE CITY OF ____________, TEXAS 
AND 

TEXOMA AREA PARATRANSIT SYSTEM, INC. 
FOR 

DEMAND-RESPONSE TRANSIT SERVICES 
 
 
 The City of _________, Texas (“City”), a home rule municipality and local governmental 
entity, and Texoma Area Paratransit System, Inc. (“TAPS”), a rural transit district and political 
subdivision of the State of Texas, hereby enter into this Interlocal Agreement as of the Effective 
Date for the provision of demand-response transit services.  City and TAPS may be referred to 
jointly herein as the “Parties,” and individually as a “Party.” 
 

RECITALS 
 
 WHEREAS, City is a home rule municipality and local governmental entity located 
within Collin County, Texas; and 
 
 WHEREAS, TAPS is a rural transit district established pursuant to the authority of 
Chapter 458,Texas Transportation Code, as amended, that provides transit services within the 
State of Texas in the counties of Clay, Collin, Cooke, Fannin, Grayson, Montague, and Wise; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, City seeks to provide demand-response transit services between for eligible 
citizens who reside within the City’s incorporated limits; and 
 
 WHEREAS, City has requested transit services from TAPS, and TAPS agrees to provide 
the requested demand-response transit services pursuant to this Agreement; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Parties acknowledge and find that it will increase the efficiency and 
effectiveness of their respective entities by entering into an interlocal cooperation agreement 
pursuant to Chapter 791 of the Texas Government Code, as amended (also known as the 
“Interlocal Cooperation Act” (“the Act”)); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Parties acknowledge and find that it will be in their best interests and in 
the interest of the public to cooperate in the provision of demand-response transit services as set 
forth in this Agreement. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties hereby make and enter into this Agreement for and in 
mutual consideration of the covenants and agreements set forth herein. 
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Article 1. 

 
1.1 Purpose:  Pursuant to Section 791.011 of the Act, City and TAPS are local governmental 
entities and enter into the Agreement for the purpose of providing services in which the Parties 
are mutually interested and with each Party performing services it would be authorized to 
perform individually. 
 
1.2 Consideration:  City and TAPS agree there is good and valuable consideration for 
entering into this Agreement, the receipt and sufficiency of which is acknowledged. 
 
1.3 TAPS Responsibilities: TAPS shall provide services related to the administration and 
operation of demand-response transit services (the “Transit Services”), as follows. 
 
 a. Approved Services, Dates and Times of Service:  TAPS agrees to provide Transit 
Services for eligible citizens who reside within the City’s incorporated limits.  The Transit 
Services shall be curb-to-curb and ________________.  “Eligible citizens” shall mean 
individuals _______________.  An individual’s eligibility to receive and utilize these transit 
services will be determined by __________.  TAPS shall provide these transit services on every 
weekday (Monday through Friday) for the term set forth in Section 2.1 of this Agreement, 
excluding those weekdays on which New Year’s Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, 
Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, the Friday after Thanksgiving Day, and 
Christmas Day fall. 
 
 b. Administrative and Operational Services:  TAPS shall provide all administrative 
and operational services associated with the Transit Services including, but not limited to, 
employment and management of necessary and sufficient personnel, and management of 
dispatch and call center operations reasonable and necessary to provide the Transit Services.  
 
 c. Vehicles:  TAPS shall provide the number of vehicles as may be necessary to 
provide the Transit Services. 
 
 d. Americans with Disabilities Act:  TAPS acknowledges and understands that it is 
responsible for compliance with, and agrees to comply with, the requirements of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, as amended, in providing the Transit Services. 
 

e. Implementing Regulations:  To the extent applicable, City and TAPS 
acknowledge that TAPS is a governmental entity of the State of Texas and that, upon the 
inability of TAPS to obtain or appropriate finances to meet its obligations under this Agreement, 
TAPS shall have the right to terminate this Agreement as of the effective date of such lack of 
fiscal funding.  TAPS shall give notice to City as to any such failure of funding at the earliest 
possible time, but in any case not later than five (5) business days after TAPS becomes 
knowledgeable of said lack of funding. 
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1.4 City Responsibilities:  City agrees to reasonably cooperate with TAPS so that TAPS may 
effectuate and fulfill the terms of this Agreement.  City’s responsibilities in this regard shall 
include: 
 
 a. Payment for Services:  City agrees to pay TAPS for the Transit Services a sum 
not to exceed _________________________________ and __/100 Dollars ($____________.__). 
Total payment for services shall be for reasonable and customary expenses related to providing 
the Transit Services including, but not necessarily limited to, associated administrative and 
operational services. 
 
 b. Current Revenues: To the extent applicable, City and TAPS acknowledge that 
City will make payment of the aforementioned sums from current revenues.  City further agrees 
to make all appropriations reasonable and necessary to effectuate the terms of, and its 
responsibilities under, this Agreement.  However, the Parties recognize that the continuation of 
this Agreement after the close of any given fiscal year of City, which closes on _____________ 
of each calendar year, shall be subject to approval by the City Council. This Agreement cannot 
be an unfunded liability of City in violation of the Texas Constitution’s unfunded debt 
prohibition applicable to home-rule cities. The Parties agree that this Agreement may be 
terminated by City, without any penalty or liability to City, except for monies owed TAPS for 
services it has provided pursuant to this Agreement, in the event the City Council fails to 
approve or appropriate funds for any continuation period of this Agreement. 
 
1.5 Terms of Payment for Services: 
 
 a. TAPS:  Not later than ten (10) days after the end of each calendar month of the 
term of this Agreement, TAPS will submit to City an invoice for services provided.  Each 
invoice shall identify the period for which the payment is being requested and the services 
performed during that period.  At City’s written request, TAPS shall provide City with all 
supporting receipts or other supporting documentation in connection with one or more specific 
invoices. 
 
 b. City:  City shall pay TAPS within thirty (30) days of receipt of each monthly 
invoice, unless supporting receipts or other supporting documentation have been requested by 
City, in which case City shall pay the invoice as soon after receiving the supporting receipts or 
documentation as is reasonable; or unless a dispute arises as to any charge(s) contained in the 
invoice, in which case City shall pay the undisputed amount of the invoice within thirty (30) 
days of receipt and shall pay the remaining amount, if any, of the invoice after resolution of the 
dispute as soon after resolution as is reasonable.  City shall otherwise ensure that TAPS receives 
payment as set forth herein; otherwise, TAPS may suspend service until it receives payment of 
an overdue sum. 
 

Article 2. 
 
2.1 Term: This Agreement shall be for a period of thirty-six (36) months beginning on 
________________, 2014 (“the Effective Date”) and terminating on ______________, 2017 
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(“the Termination Date”), unless terminated earlier by either City or TAPS in accordance with 
the terms of this Agreement.  
 
2.2 Termination: 
 

a. This Agreement may be terminated prior to the Termination Date as follows: 
 

 (1)  The Parties may terminate this Agreement by a written agreement signed by 
both Parties setting forth the agreed termination date; 

 
 (2)  Either Party may terminate this Agreement with or without cause by 
providing written notice to the other Party not less than sixty (60) days prior to the 
desired termination date; or 

 
 (3)  Either Party may terminate this Agreement on the thirty-first (31st) day after 
providing written notice to the other Party that the other Party is in breach of its 
obligations under this Agreement, which notice shall describe the alleged breach with 
reasonable particularity, and the Party receiving the notice has failed to cure the alleged 
breach.  TAPS expressly reserves its rights to seek payment for any services that it may 
provide prior to the effective date of a termination under this Section 2.2.a. 
 
b. Section 2.2.a does not alter Section 1.3.e or Section 2.3 of this Agreement. 

 
2.3 Regulatory Change:  If there is a change in state or federal regulation(s) that affects or 
impairs either Party’s ability to perform this Agreement, the Parties may renegotiate the terms of 
this Agreement so the affected Party can comply with the change.  The affected Party shall 
provide the other Party with written notice of the applicable regulatory change within five (5) 
days after the affected Party determines the change will affect or impair its ability to perform this 
Agreement.  Should a Party choose not to renegotiate, or should the regulatory change make it 
impossible for the affected Party to perform this Agreement, that Party may terminate this 
Agreement by providing fourteen (14) days’ written notice to the other Party.  Termination shall 
be effective on the fourteenth (14th) day after the day on which the notice is provided.  TAPS 
expressly reserves its rights to seek payment for any services that it may provide prior to the 
effective date of a termination under this Section 2.3. 
 
2.4 Rescinding Termination:  A Party that provides written notice of termination pursuant to 
Section 2.2.a(2), Section 2.2.a(3), or Section 2.3 may rescind same by providing written notice to 
the other Party on or prior to the effective date of the termination, in which event this Agreement 
shall remain in full force and effect as if the notice of termination had never been given.  A 
written agreement of termination pursuant to Section 2.2.a(1) may be rescinded by written 
agreement signed by both Parties prior to the effective date of the termination, in which event 
this Agreement shall remain in full force and effect. 
 

Article 3. 
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3.1 Force Majeure:  Neither City nor TAPS shall be deemed in violation of this Agreement if 
either is prevented from performing any of the obligations hereunder by reason of, for or through 
strikes, act of terror, stoppage of labor, riot, fire, flood, storm, invasion, insurrection, accident, 
order of court, judge or civil authority, an act of God, or any cause reasonably beyond the Party’s 
control and not attributable to its neglect.  In the event of such an occurrence, the time for 
performance of such obligations or duty shall be suspended until such time that such inability to 
perform, for which the Party is not responsible, or circumstance beyond its control, shall be 
removed.  The Party claiming the suspension shall give notice of such impediment or delay in 
performance to the other Party within two (2) days of the knowledge of such occurrence.  Each 
Party shall make all reasonable efforts to mitigate the effects of any suspension. 
 
3.2 Special and Consequential Damages:  In no event, whether as a result of breach of 
contract, warranty, tort (including negligence or infringement), strict liability or otherwise, shall 
either Party be liable to the other Party for any special, consequential, incidental, indirect or 
exemplary damages including, but not limited to, loss of profits or revenues, cost of capital, cost 
of substitute goods, facilities, services or downtime costs. 
 

Article 4. 
 
4.1 Entire Agreement:  This Agreement contains all representations, understandings, 
contracts and agreements between the Parties regarding the subject matter of this Agreement.  
This Agreement supersedes all oral or written previous and contemporaneous agreements, 
writings, understandings, representations, or contracts between the Parties regarding the subject 
matter of this Agreement.  This Agreement in no way modifies or supersedes any document 
executed by the Parties prior to this Agreement which does not regard the subject matter of this 
Agreement. 
 
4.2 Parties Bound:   This Agreement shall be binding upon, and inure to the benefit of, the 
Parties to this Agreement and their respective successors and assigns. 
 
4.3 Relationship:  It is understood and agreed that the relationship between the Parties 
described in this Agreement is contractual in nature between independent Parties and does not 
constitute, and shall not be construed, as creating a partnership or joint venture relationship 
between or among the Parties.  By entering into this Agreement, the Parties do not create any 
obligations, express or implied, other than those set forth herein, and this Agreement shall not 
create any rights in any individual or entity that is not a signatory hereto. 
 
4.4 Amendment:  The Parties may revise, amend or modify this Agreement only by written 
agreement signed by both Parties. 
  
4.5 Severability:  The provisions in this Agreement are severable. If any paragraph, section, 
subdivision, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Agreement is for any reason held by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be contrary to law or contrary to any rule or regulation having the force 
and effect of the law, the remaining portions of the Agreement shall be enforced as if the invalid 
provision had never been included. 
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Article 5. 

 
5.1 Notice:   All notices, authorizations and requests in connection with this Agreement shall 
be deemed provided on the day they are (i) deposited in the mail, postage prepaid, certified or 
registered, return receipt requested; (ii) delivered by courier; or (iii) sent by facsimile as 
indicated by a fax confirmation sheet; and sent to the address or facsimile number of each party’s 
agent as follows: 
 
If to City: 
 
 City of _________, Texas 
 Attn: _________________ 
 ______________________ 
 __________, Texas ______ 
 (___) ___-____ (facsimile) 
 
If to TAPS:      With copy to: 
 
 Texoma Area Paratransit System, Inc. Darrell G-M Noga 
 Attention: Executive Director   Cantey Hanger, LLP 
 6104 Texoma Parkway   1999 Bryan Street, Suite 3300 
 Sherman, Texas 75090   Dallas, Texas 75201 
 (903) 893-4766 (facsimile) 
 
5.2 Recordkeeping and Right to Inspect Records:  City and TAPS shall have mutual access to 
and the right to examine all books, documents, papers, and other records of the other party 
involving transactions relating to this Agreement. City and TAPS shall have access during 
normal working hours to all necessary facilities and shall be provided adequate and appropriate 
work space in order to conduct audits in compliance with the provisions of this article. City and 
TAPS shall give the other Party advanced notice of at least forty-eight (48) business hours of 
intended audits. 
 

Article 6. 
 
6.1 Governing Law:  The laws of the State of Texas shall govern the interpretation, validity, 
performance, and enforcement of this Agreement. 
 
6.2 Place of Performance and Venue: This Agreement is performable in Grayson County 
and Collin County, Texas.  Any legal action between the Parties based on this Agreement shall 
be brought in Grayson County or Collin County, Texas. 
 
6.3 Remedies: No right or remedy granted herein or reserved to the Parties is exclusive of 
any other right or remedy herein by law or equity provided or permitted, but each shall be 
cumulative of every other right or remedy given hereunder. No covenant or condition of this 
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Agreement may be waived without written consent of the Parties.  Forbearance or indulgence by 
either Party shall not constitute a waiver of any covenant or condition to be performed pursuant 
to this Agreement. 
 
6.4 Non-Waiver:  One or more instances of forbearance by City or TAPS in the exercise of 
its rights herein shall in no way constitute a waiver thereof. 
 
6.5 Immunity:  In the execution of this Agreement, the Parties do not waive, and neither 
Party shall be deemed to have waived, any immunity or defense that would otherwise be 
available to each Party as a local governmental entity and/or political subdivision of the State of 
Texas.  
 
6.6 Assignment:  This Agreement is not assignable except with the advanced written consent 
of the non-assigning party. 
 
6.7 No Third Party Beneficiary:  For purposes of this Agreement, including its intended 
operation and effect: (1) the Agreement only affects matters or disputes between the Parties, and 
is in no way intended by the Parties to benefit or otherwise affect any third person or entity, 
notwithstanding that such third person or entity may be in contractual relationship with City or 
TAPS or both; and (2) the terms of this Agreement are not intended to release, either by contract 
or operation of law, any third person or entity from obligations owed by them to either City or 
TAPS. 
 
6.8 Counterparts: This Agreement may be signed in counterparts, and each executed copy 
shall be deemed a counterpart original, with full force and effect and enforceable against the 
Parties executing same. 
 

Article 7. 
 
7.1 Each Party represents and warrants to the other that it has the full power and authority to 
enter into and fulfill the obligations of this Agreement.  The respective signatories to this 
Agreement, by affixing their signatures hereto, warrant and represent that they have the authority 
to bind their respective parties as duly authorized representatives thereof. 
 

(Signatures on Following Page) 
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SIGNED AND AGREED this ___ day of ___________________, 2014. 
 

CITY OF ________________, TEXAS 
 
 
By:_______________________________________ 
 __________________, City Manager 

 
ATTEST 
 
 
__________________________________ 
_____________________, City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM 
 
 
___________________________________ 
____________________, City Attorney 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED AND AGREED this ___ day of ____________________, 2014. 
 

TEXOMA AREA PARATRANSIT SYSTEM, 
INC. 
 
 
By: __________________________________ 
 Brad Underwood, Executive Director and 
 CEO 

 
 

Executed on behalf of Texoma Area Paratransit 
System, Inc. pursuant to Board Resolution No. ____ 
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Just to be clear, this is a starting point for service which can be tailored to the specific needs and wishes 

of the city. Please let me know which direction the city wishes to proceed.  

Tim 
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City Council Meeting
August 5, 2014 

Issue 
Discuss the draft City of Murphy Rental Registration Program for Single Family Residential 
Properties. 
Summary 
There has been discussion regarding the City of Murphy implementing a Rental Registration 
Program. Code Compliance continues to identify a growing number of rental properties. Code 
Compliance discovers rental properties after making an inspection for a code violation which 
then requires us to research the property / property owner’s information. Additionally, the 
tenant tends to let us know they are renters. Neighbors reporting code violations of a property 
will also tell us it is a rental property.    

Typical rental property violations are high weeds and grass, litter and debris, parking on grass, 
and additional public nuisance violations.  

Consideration 
1. Benefits of a rental registration program:

a. The ability for staff to have the homeowner’s information or the property
management company’s contact information on file with their registration. This
offers staff (whether it is Code Compliance or a Public Safety concern) the ability
to have a direct contact in lieu of extended communication attempts as many of
these owners are out of state and or country.

b. This program would also include procedures for Residential Rental Inspections
(Single Family) to ensure the property remains up to code and safe.

2. Challenges of a rental registration program:
a. Code Compliance staff would be dedicated to the implementation and

coordination of the program
b. Each owner (whether in state, out of state, out of country) would register as

would any property management company.
c. Currently, there are approximately 360 rental properties in Murphy.

i. Approximately 6 out of every 100 homes or 6% of the homes in Murphy
ii. As individuals identify them as tenants when setting up their water

service, Customer Service flags the account and the City of Murphy
requires a $100 deposit as would any utility service.

3. Prior to a program being implemented, if the direction of the Council, the appropriate
documents, procedures, checklists and fees would continue to be developed by staff.

a. Council would also approve a Rental Registration Ordinance prior to
implementation of the program.
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4. Cities that have rental property registration programs:
a. Dallas ‐ Since Feb. 1, 2010
b. Richardson – Since Aug. 12, 2003
c. Frisco – Since Dec. 15, 2009
d. Plano – Since Nov. 25, 2005 (multi‐family)
e. Garland – Since May, 19, 1992

Attachments 
DRAFT rental registration ordinance 

Staff Recommendation 
If City Council wishes to pursue this policy, the staff will continue to develop the program along 
with the necessary supporting documents and bring back to City Council on September 16.   
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ORDINANCE NO.__________  
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MURPHY, TEXAS   
AMENDING CHAPTER 18 (BUILDINGS AND BUILDING    
REGULATIONS) OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
MURPHY, TEXAS BY ADDING AN ARTICLE X ESTABLISHING A 
REGISTRATION PROGRAM FOR SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 
RENTAL DWELLINGS; PROVIDING FOR AN INSPECTON 
PROGRAM FOR SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL RENTAL 
DWELLINGS; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY FOR THE  
VIOLATION OF THIS ORDINANCE; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS/REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE  DATE.  

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Murphy, Texas (“City Council”) finds 

that it would be advantageous and beneficial to the citizens of the City of Murphy, Texas 
(“City”) to protect the health, safety and general welfare of its citizens by establishing a 
registration and inspection program for single-family residential rental dwellings to ensure that 
these dwellings are maintained in accordance with the City’s building regulations; 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that this Ordinance will prevent the growth of 

unmaintained properties and will preserve and enhance residential neighborhoods and property 
values, and provide for living conditions for single family residential dwelling tenants that meet 
the minimum standards as established by applicable City codes;  and  

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Texas Local Government Code, including Texas Local 

Government Code Section 51.001, the City Council has the authority to adopt, publish, 
amend or repeal an ordinance that is for the good government,  peace  or order of the City; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that enacting this Ordinance will assist in 

identifying, deterring, and remedying potentially unreported code violations in single-family 
residential rental dwellings.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MURPHY, TEXAS: 

 

Section 1. Findings Incorporated.    

 

The findings set forth above are incorporated into the body of this Ordinance as if 
fully set forth herein. 
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Section 2. Amendment to Chapter 18 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy. 

 
Chapter 18 (Buildings and Building Regulations) of the Code of Ordinances of the City 

of Murphy is amended by adding Article X establishing a rental registration program for single- 
family residential rental dwellings and shall read as follows: 

 
“Article X.  SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL RENTAL DWELLING 

 REGISTRATION AND INSPECTION PROGRAM. 

Sec. 18-501 Purpose.  
 
The City recognizes a need for an organized inspection program of single-family 

residential rental dwellings within the City in order to ensure that these rental properties meet 
City and State life, safety, health, fire and building codes and to provide a more efficient system 
for compelling both absentee and local property owners, property managers, and landlords to 
correct violations of minimum property conditions and to maintain, in proper condition, single-
family residential rental dwellings within the City.  The City also recognizes that the most 
efficient system to provide for rental inspections is the creation of a program requiring the 
registration of all single-family residential rental dwellings within the City so that regular 
inspections can be made of such properties.  By requiring the registration and inspection of 
single-family residential rental dwellings, the City seeks to protect property values and protect 
tenants from dangerous rental structures. 

 
Sec.18-502 Definitions. 
 
As used in this article, the following terms shall be defined as follows: 

City. The City of Murphy, Texas, and all areas within its corporate limits. 
 
City Council. The City Council of the City of Murphy, Texas. 
 
Landlord. A single-family residential dwelling owner, lessor, or sublessor of a single-

family residential rental dwelling. 
 
Property owner. Any person, agent, operator, firm,  o r  corporation having a legal o r  

equitable interest in the property upon which a single-family residential rental dwelling is 
located; or recorded in the official records of the State, County, Appraisal District, or 
Municipality as holding title to such property; or otherwise having control of such property, 
including the guardian of the estate of such person if ordered to take possession of real 
property by a court.  
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Property manager. The property owner or the person appointed or hired by the property 
owner to be responsible for the daily management of the single-family residential rental 
dwelling. 

 
Single-family residential rental dwelling. A dwelling designed and constructed for 

occupancy by one family and being offered for lease or rental, or leased or rented by someone 
other than the property owner. These dwellings shall include all dwellings located in single-
family districts in Chapter 86, Article III of the Murphy Code of Ordinances.  

 
Tenant.  A person who is authorized by a written lease to occupy a single-family 

residential rental dwelling. 

Sec. 18-503. Registration Requirements. 

(a)  Each property owner of a single-family residential rental dwelling shall register each 
such dwelling with the  Code Compliance Supervisor or designee at least thirty (30) days prior to 
a tenant occupying the dwelling and shall renew such registration annually prior to the expiration 
of the registration certificate.  Separate registrations shall be required for each single-family 
residential rental dwelling.  Registration shall be made upon application forms provided by the 
City for such purpose and shall specifically require the following information:   

 

(1) The name, current home and business address, driver’s license number, current 
telephone number and email address of the property owner. 

 
(2) If the property owner is other than an individual, the information required in 

subsection (1) shall include any legal names, trade names or assumed names for the property 
owner, the type of business entity, business address, business telephone number, email address, 
and the registered agent, managing partner, or other person authorized to accept service of 
process on behalf of the property owner.   

(3)  The name, current home and business address, current telephone number and email 
address of the property manager and/or landlord.     

(4)  The street address of the rental dwelling. 

(5)  The name of each tenant renting the dwelling. 

(6)  The number of tenants/persons occupying the dwelling. 

(7)  The name, current home and business address, current telephone number and email 
address of the person authorized to make or order repairs or services for the single-family 
residential rental dwelling if the person is different than the property owner, property manager or 
landlord. 

 

104



Murphy Single-Family Rental Registration Ordinance  Page 4 

 

 

(8)  Agent for service.  A property owner shall designate on the registration form an agent 
for service of process who shall be the authorized agent for purposes of notice, citation, and other 
communications provided in this article.   Service of any notice or citation under this article on 
the designated agent shall constitute service upon the property owner. 

 

(9)  A smoke detector and occupancy limits certification.  The owner shall certify that 
each single-family residential rental dwelling is equipped with properly working smoke detectors 
and will not violate the occupancy limits established by the International Residential Code and 
the International Property Maintenance Code.  

 

(b)  A nonrefundable fee of $____ shall be charged for the registration of each single-
family residential rental dwelling and shall be paid at the time of registration.   

 

(c)  The Code Compliance Supervisor or designee shall, within thirty (30) days after 
receipt of the registration application, either issue a certificate of registration or notify the 
property owner that the registration application does not comply with the requirements of this 
article.      

 

(d)  Term of Registration Certificate.  The registration certificate shall be valid for a 
period of twelve (12) calendar months following issuance thereof, unless suspended or revoked 
as provided herein.   

 

(e)  Renewal of Registration Certificate.  A property owner shall renew the registration 
certificate on or before the date prescribed in subsection (a) above and shall pay the City a 
nonrefundable renewal fee of $____ at the time of application for renewal.   

 

(f)  Offense.  It is an offense for a property owner to fail to renew the registration of a 
single-family residential rental dwelling within the City, and each and every day that the 
property owner continues to fail to renew the registration shall constitute a separate offense.      

 
(g)  Transfer of Property.  Every new property owner shall be required to complete a 

registration application within 30 days of taking ownership of the single-family residential rental 
dwelling.  No registration fee shall be required of the new property owner for the remainder of 
that registration, provided the prior property owner’s certificate of registration has not expired, or 
been revoked, suspended or surrendered.  A new registration certificate shall be issued to the 
new property owner but only for the duration of the prior property owner’s  registration 
certificate.  Upon expiration of the prior owner’s registration certificate, the new property owner 
shall be required to renew the registration certificate and pay the nonrefundable renewal fee 
contained in subsection (e) above.   
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(h)  Registration certificate nonassignable; surrender.   A registration certificate is not 
assignable or transferable.  The certificate is valid only for the dwelling for which it is issued.  It 
shall be unlawful for any person to counterfeit, forge, change, deface, or alter a certificate.  A 
certificate may be canceled upon written request of the property owner and surrender of the 
certificate itself to the Code Compliance Supervisor or designee.  The surrender of the certificate 
shall be effective immediately upon its filing with the Code Compliance Supervisor or designee.       

(i)  Accessibility of registration certificate; replacement.  A registration certificate issued 
pursuant to this section shall be maintained by the City, with a copy provided to the registrant.  
In the event the registration certificate is lost, the City will issue a replacement certificate to the 
property owner upon payment of a $10.00 fee. 

 Sec. 18-504. Notification of change in occupancy.   

The property owner shall notify the Code Compliance Supervisor or designee within 
thirty (30) days of a change in occupancy by completing a change in occupancy form and 
delivering said form to the Code Compliance Supervisor or designee.  A change in occupancy 
shall mean any change in tenant(s) or additional tenant(s) that are occupying the single-family 
residential rental dwelling.  It is an offense for the property owner to fail to notify the Code 
Compliance Supervisor or designee within thirty (30) days of a change in occupancy. 

Sec. 18-505. Inspection. 

(a)  All single-family residential rental dwellings shall be inspected for compliance with 
this article and all other applicable laws, including, without limitation, City codes and/or State 
laws.   Annual inspection fees shall be $____ with reinspection fees of $____  per inspection.   

 

(b)  Frequency of inspections.  All single-family residential rental dwellings shall be 
inspected at least once annually and/ or upon each change of occupancy and/ or activation of 
water or sewer utilities. If permitted by the Code Compliance Supervisor or designee, inspections 
may be conducted by a person holding a current, valid license to perform real estate inspections 
by the State.  

 

(c)  Inspection procedure.  If, upon completion of an inspection, the single-family 
residential rental dwelling is found to be in violation of one or more provisions of City codes and 
ordinances or State law, the City shall provide written notice of such violation and shall set a re-
inspection date before which such violation(s) shall be corrected.  If such violation(s) has not 
been corrected within that period, the City may suspend or revoke the certificate as provided in 
Section 18-506 and may take any action necessary to enforce compliance with applicable City 
codes, ordinances and/or State laws.  If such uncorrected violation(s) do not pose an immediate 
threat to the health, safety and welfare of the tenants of the single-family residential rental 
dwelling, the Code Compliance Supervisor or designee may authorize the occupancy of such 
dwelling for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days.  A registration certificate may be 
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temporarily suspended by the Code Compliance Supervisor or designee if immediate health or 
safety violations exist at the single-family residential rental dwelling.  

 

(d)  Request for inspection.  The property owner of any single-family residential rental 
dwelling may request inspections of said dwelling at any time.   

 

Sec. 18-506. Suspension or revocation of certificate.   
 
If the Code Compliance Supervisor or designee, after a hearing before the Code 

Compliance Supervisor or designee, determines that any property owner, landlord, property 
manager, or person has failed to comply with this article or any applicable City code, ordinance 
and/or State law, the Code Compliance Supervisor or designee may suspend or revoke the 
involved registration certificate.  Such a hearing shall be held not less than seven (7) calendar 
days after notice of time, place, and subject of the hearing has been sent to the involved property 
owner, landlord, property manager, or person. The City’s representative shall present evidence in 
support of the suspension or revocation, and the property owner, landlord, property manager, or 
person shall be permitted to rebut such evidence and present other evidence.  Based upon the 
evidence presented at the hearing, the hearing officer shall issue a written decision within seven 
(7) calendar days of the hearing.  The suspension or revocation of any rental registration 
certificate shall not release or discharge the property owner from paying any fees due to the City, 
nor shall such property owner, landlord, property manager or person be released from 
prosecution for violating any City code, ordinance and/or State law.    

 
Sec. 18-507.  Exemptions. 
 
The provisions of this article shall not apply to any dwelling licensed by the State, which 

is specifically exempt from the registration requirements of this article. 
 
Sec. 18-508. Penalty. 
 
Any person, firm, corporation or business entity violating this ordinance or portion   

thereof shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined a 
sum not exceeding two thousand dollars and no/100 ($2,000.00). Each continuing day's violation 
under this ordinance shall constitute a separate offense. The penalty provisions imposed under 
this ordinance shall not preclude the City from filing suit to enjoin the violation. The City 
retains all legal rights and remedies it is entitled to pursuant to all applicable local, State, and 
federal law. 

 
Section 3.  Savings/Repealing Clause.   
 
  All provisions of any ordinance in conflict with this ordinance are  hereby repealed   to 
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the  extent they are in conflict; but such repeal  shall  not  abate any pending  prosecution     for  
violation  of  the repealed ordinance, nor shall the repeal prevent a prosecution from being   
commenced for any violation if occurring  prior  to the repeal of the ordinance. Any remaining   
portion of conflicting ordinances shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
Section 4. Severability.     
 
  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason 

held to be unconstitutional or invalid in a  court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall 
not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The City hereby declares that 
it would have passed this ordinance and each section, subsection, clause or phrase thereof, 
irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses and 
phrases be declared unconstitutional. 

 

Section 5. Effective Date.   

 

This Ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and publication as required by 
the City Charter and by law. 

 
 

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MURPHY, TEXAS on this         day of                                                                , 2014. 

 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                       

         Eric Barna, Mayor 
 

 
ATTEST:                APPROVED AS TO FORM:

 
                                                                                                                                          

, City Secretary                          Wm.  Andrew Messer 
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