
MURPHY CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2011 AT 6:00 PM 
206 NORTH MURPHY ROAD 

MURPHY, TEXAS 75094 

 

 
 

 
Bret Baldwin 

Mayor 
 

John Daugherty 
Mayor Pro Tem 

 
Colleen Halbert 

Deputy Mayor Pro Tem 
 

Dennis Richmond 
Councilmember 

 
Scott Bradley 

Councilmember 
 

Bernard Grant 
Councilmember 

 
Dave Brandon 

Councilmember 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James Fisher 
City Manager 

  
CALL TO ORDER 

 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
ROLL CALL & CERTIFICATION OF A QUORUM 

 
PROCLAMATIONS & PRESENTATIONS 

 
• Proclamation for Emergency Preparedness Month 
• Presentation of Certificates to the Community Emergency Response Team 

(CERT) 
• Maize Days Update 
• Proclamation recognizing Murphy resident Jennifer Madu 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A. Approval of the Minutes from the Special Meeting of August 30, 2011. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
1. Hold a public hearing and consider and/or act upon approval of an ordinance 

approving the application of ALLEN AND LOUCKS VENTURE, L.P. requesting 
approval of a SUP (Specific Use Permit) for a Drive-In Window for a restaurant 
on property zoned PD (Planned Development) District for Retail Uses on 
property located on 121 East FM 544, east of North Murphy Road.  (ZF2001-03) 

 
2. Hold a public hearing and consider and/or act upon approval of an ordinance 

amending Chapter 28, Development Standards, of the Code of Ordinances.   
 
3. Hold a public hearing on the proposed fiscal year 2011-2012 City of Murphy 

budget. 
 
4. Hold a public hearing on the proposed tax rate of $0.5725 per $100 valuation. 
 

INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 
 

5. Consider and/or act upon the proposed FY12 Annual Budget, proposed tax 
rate, and the proposed Capital. 
 

NOTICE is hereby given of a meeting of the City Council of the City of Murphy, Collin County, State of Texas, to be held 
on September 6, 2011 at Murphy City Hall for the purpose of considering the following items.  The City Council of the 
City of Murphy, Texas, reserves the right to meet  in closed session on any of the items listed below should the need 
arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551, of the Texas Government Code. 
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6. Consider and/or act upon a request by residents of The Ranch subdivision to 
amend Ordinance No. 03-10-590, Planned Development for The Gables and The 
Ranch, specifically regarding accessory buildings. 

 
7. Consider and/or act on the application of Todd Spencer requesting approval of 

a Construction Plat as a Final Plat, being part of the Daniel Herring Survey, 
Abstract No. 402, containing 12.22 acres of land, being located on 425 
Moonlight Drive, east of South Murphy Road. 
 

8. Consider and/or act upon approval of an ordinance amending the Murphy 
Code of Ordinances Chapter 30, Article II (Smoking) Section 21, Definitions; 
Section 23, Smoking prohibited in certain public areas; Section 27, where 
smoking is not prohibited, adding a new section, Section 28, to provide for air 
circulation and ventilation; providing for a penalty not to exceed five hundred 
dollars ($500) for each offense; providing severability, repealer, and savings 
clauses; and providing an effective date. 

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
9. Discussion regarding the use and purchase electronic devices for City Council in 

support of paperless agenda packets. 
 

10. Discussion and update on 4A and 4B Boards budget approval for City Council 
submittal. 

 
CITY MANAGER/STAFF REPORTS 

 
• September 20 – Chamber Lunch 
• September 20 – Adoption of Budget & Tax Rate 
• September 24 – Maize Days 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The City Council will hold a closed Executive Session pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 551, Subchapter D, Texas Government Code, in accordance with the 
authority contained in:  
 

§551.074 Personnel Matters – to deliberate the appointment, employment, 
evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of the 
Municipal Judge. 

 
§551.071 Consultation with City Attorney regarding pending litigation or 

contemplated litigation or settlement offer involving Michael Cantrell v. 
City of Murphy, et al., Cause No. 6:09-cv-225. 

 
§551.071 Consultation with City Attorney regarding pending or contemplated 
  litigation regarding Patrick Greene claim. 
 
§551.072.  Deliberation regarding real property; to deliberate the purchase, 

exchange, lease, or value of real property. 
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RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION 
The City Council will reconvene into Regular Session, pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 551, Subchapter D, Texas Government Code, to take any action necessary 
regarding: 

 
§551.074 Personnel Matters – to deliberate the appointment, employment, 

evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of the 
Municipal Judge. 

 
§551.071 Consultation with City Attorney regarding pending litigation or 

contemplated litigation or settlement offer involving Michael Cantrell v. 
City of Murphy, et al., Cause No. 6:09-cv-225. 

 
§551.071 Consultation with City Attorney regarding pending or contemplated 
  litigation regarding Patrick Greene claim. 
 
§551.072.  Deliberation regarding real property; to deliberate the purchase, 

exchange, lease, or value of real property. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I certify that this is a true and correct copy of the Murphy City Council Meeting Agenda and that this notice was 
posted on the designated bulletin board at Murphy City Hall, 206 North Murphy Road, Murphy, TX 75094; a place 
convenient and readily accessible to the public at all times, and said notice was posted on September 2, 2011 by 5:00 
p.m. and will remain posted continuously for 72 hours prior to the scheduled meeting pursuant to Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code. 

__________________________ 
Aimee Nemer, TRMC, MMC 

City Secretary 
In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, the City of Murphy will provide for reasonable 
accommodations for persons attending public meetings at City Hall. Requests for accommodations or interpretive 
services must be received at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. Please contact the City Secretary at 972.468.4011 
or anemer@murphytx.org 

 





 
Proclamation 

City of Murphy, Texas 
 

Jennifer Madu Day 
September 7, 2011 

 
WHEREAS, sixteen year-old Murphy resident Jennifer Madu recently won the gold 
medal in the 100m event at the International Association of Athletic Federation (IAAF) 
World Youth Championships; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Madu ran the 100m in 11.57 seconds and received second place in the 
relay event as well as competing in the triple jump; and 
 
WHEREAS, this event was held in Lille, France, where forty athletes represented the 
USA, including four from the Dallas area; one being Ms. Madu from Murphy; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Madu attends Plano East Senior High and is the daughter of Joe and 
Priscilla Madu, who have lived in Murphy for seven years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Murphy joins together in congratulating Ms. Madu on this 
accomplishment and wishes her the best of luck as she competes in the 2012 IAAF 
World Junior Championships that will be held in Barcelona, Spain. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bret Baldwin, Mayor of the City of Murphy, Texas, do hereby 
proclaim September 7, 2011, as: 
 
 

“Jennifer Madu Day” 
 

in Murphy, Texas.  Proclaimed this 6th day of September, 2011. 
 
 

 
 

____________________________ 
Bret M. Baldwin, Mayor 

City of Murphy 



MINUTES 
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY OF MURPHY 
206 North Murphy Road 

Murphy, Texas   
 

August 30, 2011 
6:00 P.M. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Pro Tem Daugherty called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Pro Tem Daugherty gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ROLL CALL & CERTIFICATION OF A QUORUM 
Secretary Nemer certified a quorum with the following: 
 
Council Present 
Mayor Pro Tem John Daugherty 
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Colleen Halbert 
Councilmember Dennis Richmond 
Councilmember Scott Bradley 
Councilmember Bernard Grant 
Councilmember Dave Brandon 
 
Mayor Baldwin arrived at 6:11 p.m. at which time he conducted the meeting. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

No public comments were submitted. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
All consent agenda items are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
voted on separately. 
 
A. Approval of the Minutes from the Special Meeting of August 9, 2011 and the Regular Meeting of 

August 16, 2011. 
 
Council Action 
Councilmember Halbert moved to approve Item A on the Consent Agenda as presented. Councilmember 
Bradley seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed, 6-0 with Mayor Baldwin absent during this 
item. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

1. Hold a public hearing on the proposed fiscal year 2011-2012 City of Murphy budget. 
 
Council Action 
Mayor Baldwin opened the Public Hearing at 6:12 p.m. 
 
Public Comments 
Mr. Keith Patton addressed Council stating he is an IT professional and expressed concerns with the 
proposed items related to IT for an organization of the City’s size and the number of users. Mr. Patton 
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also expressed concern with purchases such as a treadmill for the Police Department. Mr. Patton stated 
that the capital budget is spending more than it is taking in and that the budget should be reduced and 
reflect what the current taxes are. 
 
Mr. Earasmus Mensah addressed Council with concerns about a tax increase to residents during times 
when other entities are also increasing taxes and there have been no salary increases. 
 
Council Action 
With no further public comments submitted, Mayor Baldwin closed the Public Hearing at 6:17 p.m. 
 
Council Discussion 
After a review of the budget by City Manager Fisher, Councilmember Halbert clarified that the new ‘cap’ 
on the required payment to the North Texas Municipal Water District would remain the same, even with a 
reduction in water usage by the City.  
 
Councilmember Halbert also requested an agenda item on September 6th to discuss the proposed FY2012 
Capital expenditures. 
 
Councilmember Brandon proposed to reduce the Reserve Fund transfer to $225,000.00. He stated he 
would provide a list of items that can be reduced in order to achieve a reduced transfer. 
 
Councilmember Bradley stated that the budget is conservative in revenues and expenditures. He stated 
that the City has absorbed more than has been passed on, referring to the $16M Bonds approved by voters 
in 2008. Councilmember Bradley commented that it would require $112,500.00 to buy down the tax rate 
$.0075. Councilmember Daugherty concurred. 
 
Councilmember Halbert stated that the first 15% of Reserves is savings. She also commented that the 
citizens voted for $16M in Bond projects which have included several parks, roads, and a community 
center, all of which have been completed or are currently under construction. Ms. Halbert stated that the 
proposed tax increase is much less than it was projected to be due to the Bonds, stating that it amounts to 
$18.00 per year for most residents. 
 
Councilmember Halbert requested for Council to consider the items in the Capital list as to whether the 
request is appropriate for the City or appropriate for the proposed budget and prioritize items that may be 
considered in the future. 
 
Mayor Baldwin stated that he would like to keep Reserves at a comfortable level, but not keep taxpayers 
money in a fund just to build reserves. Mayor Baldwin also stated he would like to explore all 
possibilities to eliminate a tax rate increase including taking funds out of savings to buy down the tax rate. 
 
Councilmember Richmond commented that he hopes Council does not get stuck on one or two items in 
the budget.  
 
Councilmember Halbert stated that she does not want to unravel the entire budget after Council spent 
weeks working on the budget. 
 
Councilmember Brandon stated he mentioned his reservations about the transfer from the Reserve Fund at 
each meeting. 
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Council Action 
After no further discussion, Mayor Baldwin read the following statement for the record, “The vote on the 
proposed fiscal year 2011-2012 budget will take place on Tuesday, September 20, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the City Council Chambers at Murphy City Hall, 206 North Murphy Road, Murphy, Texas.” 
 
2. Hold a public hearing on the proposed tax rate of $0.5725 per $100 valuation. 
 
Council Action 
Mayor Baldwin opened the Public Hearing at 6:51 p.m. 
 
Public Comments 
Mr. Keith Patton addressed Council with concerns about the proposed tax increase. He stated that not 
only are taxes increasing, but his evaluation has increased. Mr. Patton also mentioned that Murphy 
residents will now be charged $50 per library card to use the City of Plano public library system. He 
requested that Council do anything they can to reduce taxes. 
 
Council Action 
With no further public comments submitted, Mayor Baldwin closed the Public Hearing at 6:54 p.m. and 
read the following statement for the record, “The vote on the proposed tax rate will take place on 
Tuesday, September 20, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers at Murphy City Hall, 206 North 
Murphy Road, Murphy, Texas.” 
 
Council Discussion 
Councilmember Halbert clarified that the tax bill residents receive from Collin County includes taxes 
from Collin County, the Collin County Community College District, either Plano or Wylie Independent 
School District, and the City of Murphy. 
 

INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 
 
3. Consider and/or act upon approval of an ordinance ordering a Special Election in the City of 

Murphy, Texas, to be held on November 8, 2011, for the purpose of submitting to the qualified 
voters, for adoption or rejection of a proposed proposition to terminate the Murphy Economic 
Development Corporation (Type A) and the abolition of its sales tax for the promotion and 
development of new and expanded business enterprises at the rate of one-half of one percent, 
and concurrently, authorize the creation of the City of Murphy Municipal Development District 
with the imposition of a sales and use tax at the rate of one-half of one percent for the purpose 
of financing development projects beneficial to the district. 

 
Council Discussion 
Councilmember Bradley clarified what the Murphy Economic Development Board does and how it was 
established and how it is funded. He also explained the proposed Municipal Development District (MDD) 
and the flexibility in funding projects that would benefit the City. 
  
There was Council discussion regarding existing agreements and funding commitments as well as how 
the MDD board would function and be determined. 
 
Councilmember Brandon stated he was hesitant to rush into this and would rather wait until next 
November.  
 
Councilmember Grant commented that Council should let the voters determine this issue. 
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Andy Messer, City Attorney, explained that the Council appoints the board and the board establishes their 
bylaws. 
Public Comments 
Mr. Keith Patton addressed Council expressing concerns on calling the election for November. He stated 
that there seem to be a lot of unknowns and questions regarding establishing an MDD. 
 
Council Action 
Councilmember Halbert moved to approve an ordinance ordering a Special Election in the City of 
Murphy, Texas, to be held on November 8, 2011, for the purpose of submitting to the qualified voters, for 
adoption or rejection of a proposed proposition to terminate the Murphy Economic Development 
Corporation (Type A) and the abolition of its sales tax for the promotion and development of new and 
expanded business enterprises at the rate of one-half of one percent, and concurrently, authorize the 
creation of the City of Murphy Municipal Development District with the imposition of a sales and use tax 
at the rate of one-half of one percent for the purpose of financing development projects beneficial to the 
district. Councilmember Daugherty seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed, 6-1 with 
Councilmember Brandon voting in opposition. 
 

CITY MANAGER/STAFF REPORTS 
City Manager Fisher reported on the following: 
 
• September 5 – City offices closed in observance of Labor Day 
• September 6 – Regular City Council Meeting; 2nd Public Hearing on Budget/Tax 
• September 20 – Chamber Lunch 
• September 20 – Adoption of Budget & Tax Rate 
• September 24 – Maize Days 
 
Additionally, Mr. Fisher reported that the Texas Department of Transportation has informed the City that 
they will be closing down portions of FM 544 on September 9th to repair the railroad tracks. 
Councilmember Halbert requested that City staff oversee the repairs to ensure they are done properly this 
time. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The City Council will hold a closed Executive Session pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 551, Subchapter D, Texas Government Code, in accordance with the authority 
contained in:  

 
       §551.071 Consultation with City Attorney to seek legal advice regarding pending  
 or contemplated litigation regarding Patrick Greene claim. 
 
Council Action 
Mayor Baldwin convened into Executive Session at 7:40 p.m. 
 

RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION 
The City Council will reconvene into Regular Session, pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 551, Subchapter D, Texas Government Code, to take any action necessary 
regarding: 
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      §551.071 Consultation with City Attorney to seek legal advice regarding pending  
 or contemplated litigation regarding Patrick Greene claim. 
 
Council Action 
Mayor Baldwin reconvened into Regular Session at 8:27 p.m. There was no action as a result of the 
Executive Session.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

APPROVED BY: 
 

____________________________ 
Bret M. Baldwin, Mayor 

 
 
 
ATTEST:      
 
____________________________      
Aimee Nemer, City Secretary 
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City Council         Agenda Item No. 1. 
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Issue 
Hold a public hearing and consider and/or act upon an ordinance approving the application of 
ALLEN AND LOUCKS VENTURE, L.P. requesting approval of a SUP (Specific Use Permit) for a 
Drive-In Window for a restaurant on property zoned PD (Planned Development) District for 
Retail Uses on property located on 121 East FM 544, east of North Murphy Road.  (ZF2001-03) 
 
Background 
On November 4, 2006, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 06-11-707 creating a Planned 
Development District for Retail Uses with conditions.  The Planned Development District was 
subsequently amended on October 20, 2008 (Ordinance No. 08-10-766) to allow restaurants 
with drive-thru windows by the approval of a SUP (Specific Use Permit) only.  The applicant is 
proposing to develop an Einstein Bagels restaurant on the subject property.  The current 
Planned Development District allows a restaurant with a drive-thru window only with the 
approval of a SUP (Specific Use Permit).  Therefore, the applicant is requesting approval of a 
SUP (Specific Use Permit) to allow a restaurant with a drive-thru window.   

Prior to this submittal, staff requested the applicant enhance the site development to include a 
courtyard/patio between the proposed retail spaces. The proposed courtyard is shown on the 
draft site plan which will be going to Planning & Zoning in September and City Council in 
October.  

Considerations 
On August 22, 2011, the Planning & Zoning Commission held a public hearing to consider the 
application requesting approval of an SUP for a Drive-In window for Einstein’s Bros in Murphy 
Marketplace. There were no comments at the public hearing. Planning & Zoning Commission 
unanimously approved the SUP request.  
 
Staff Recommendation 
Motion to approve the SUP (Specific Use Permit) as submitted.   

Attachments 
1) Proposed Ordinance 
2) Exhibit A – Legal Description 
3) Exhibit B – Specific Use Permit Conditions 
4) Location Map 
5) Draft Site Plan 
6) Draft Landscape Plan 
7) Draft Exterior Elevations 
 
 
 
Kristen Roberts, Econ & Comm Development   James Fisher, City Manager 
Submitted By       City Manager Approval 
   



ORDINANCE NO. __-__-___ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MURPHY, 
COLLIN COUNTY, TEXAS, AMENDING ITS COMPREHENSIVE 
ZONING ORDINANCE AND MAP, CHAPTER 86 OF THE CITY OF 
MURPHY CODE OF ORDINANCES BY APPROVING A SPECIFIC USE 
PERMIT FOR A RESTAURANT (DRIVE-IN) ON PROPERTY ZONED 
PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT FOR RETAIL USES ON 
APPROXIMATELY 1.39 ACRES OUT OF THE JAMES MAXWELL 
SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 582, LOCATED IN THE CITY OF MURPHY, 
COLLIN COUNTY, TEXAS AND MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED 
ON EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO AND INCORPORATED 
HEREIN BY REFERENCE FOR ALL PURPOSES, APPROVING 
SPECIFIC USE PERMIT STANDARDS HERETO AS EXHIBIT “B”; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, PROVIDING A PENATLY 
CLAUSE, AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Murphy and the City 

Council of the City of Murphy, in compliance with the laws of the State of Texas, have given the 
requisite notices by publication and otherwise, and have held due hearings and afforded a full 
and fair hearing to all property owners generally and to all persons interested, and the City 
Council of the City of Murphy is of the opinion and finds that said changes should be granted 
and that the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance should be amended; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MURPHY, TEXAS, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. That the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and Map of the City of 

Murphy, Texas, be, and the same are hereby, amended so as to approve a Specific Use Permit for 

a Restaurant (Drive-In), applicable only to Einstein Bros, on property zoned PD (Planed 

Development) District for Retail Uses for the property described as 1.39 acres, more or less, in 

the James Maxwell Survey, Abstract No. 582, in the City of Murphy, Collin County, Texas, and 

more particularly described in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and made part hereof for all purposes. 

Section 2.  That the development standards for this Specific Use Permit are attached 

hereto as Exhibit “B”, and the same are hereby approved for said Specific Use Permit as required 

by Section 86-635(b), of the City of Murphy, Texas Code of Ordinances. 



Section 3.  That Chapter 86 of the City of Murphy Code of Ordinances, as amended, 

shall be and remain in full force and effect save and except as amended by this Ordinance. 

Section 4.  If any word, section, article, phrase, paragraph, sentence, clause or portion of 

this Ordinance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such 

holding shall not affect, for any reason, the validity of the remaining portions of the 

Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 86 of the City of Murphy Code of Ordinances, and 

the remaining portions shall remain in full force and effect. 

Section 5.  Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions of this 

ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, in the municipal court 

of the City of Murphy, Texas, shall be punished by a fine not to exceed the sum of two thousand 

dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense, and each and every day any such violation shall continue 

shall be deemed to constitute a separate offense. 

Section 6.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage and 

the publication of the caption, as the law and Charter in such cases provide. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this the 6th day of September 2011. 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      Bret M. Baldwin, Mayor 
      City of Murphy 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Aimee Nemer, City Secretary 
City of Murphy 
 









EXHIBIT B 

EXHIBIT B 

ZONING FILE NO. 2011-03 

East FM 544, east of North Murphy Road (FM 2551) 

SPECIFIC USE PERMIT FOR A RESTAURANT (DRIVE-IN) 

I. Statement of Purpose:  The purpose of this Specific Use Permit is to allow a 
Restaurant (Drive-In) compatible with the surrounding area. 

II. Statement of Effect:  This Specific Use Permit shall not affect any regulation found in 
the City of Murphy Code of Ordinances, Ordinance No. 06-12-708, as amended, except 
as specifically provided herein. 

III. General Regulations:  All regulations of PD (Planned Development) District No. 08-10-
766 shall apply, except as otherwise specified in this ordinance. 

IV. Development Plans: 
A. Applicability: This Specific Use Permit shall only apply to Einstein Bros. 
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City Council Meeting         Agenda Item No. 2. 
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Issue 
Hold a public hearing and consider and/or act upon approval of an ordinance amending Chapter 
28, Development Standards, of the Code of Ordinances.   
 
Background 
On May 18, 2009, City Council adopted ordinance revising existing development standards that 
were previously located in the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and creating a new chapter 
(Chapter 28) in the Code of Ordinances.  The following development standards were then 
moved to Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances: 

• Sign Regulations 
• Lighting Regulations 
• Landscape/Tree Preservation Regulations 
• Exterior Construction and Design Regulations 
• Fence/Screening Regulations 
• Performance Standards 
• Noise Regulations 
• Multi-Family Development Standards 
• Hotel/Motel Standards (newly created at the time) 
• Senior/Assisted Living Standards (newly created at the time) 

On October 18, 2010, the City Council initially directed staff to review Chapter 28 with the main 
emphasis of potential change to sign regulations, fencing, walls and screening regulations and 
exterior construction standards.  

On June 21, 2011, City Council reviewed new recommendations to Chapter 28 and offered 
feedback for staff and Planning & Zoning Commission consideration.  

Board Recommendation  
At the July 25, 2011 Planning & Zoning meeting, the Commission made suggested changes to 
the Development Standards.  These changes were incorporated and included for approval at 
the August 22, 2011, Planning & Zoning meeting. At that meeting, following discussion and 
receiving no comments from the public, the Commission approved the recommendations with 
slight edits to the verbiage in the fence permitting section and vehicular sign definition.  

Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends approval of an ordinance amending Chapter 28, Development Standards, of 
the Code of Ordinances.   
 
Attachments 
1) Proposed ordinance 
2) Recommendations Comparison 
 
 
Kristen Roberts, Econ & Comm Development    James Fisher, City Manager 
Submitted By        City Manager Approval 



ORDINANCE NO. 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MURPHY, 
TEXAS, AMENDING CHAPTER 28 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
OF THE CITY OF MURPHY, TEXAS; AND PROVIDING FOR SAID 
ORDINANCE TO TAKE EFFECT FROM AND AFTER ITS DATE OF 
PUBLICATION. 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council adopted an ordinance on May 18, 2009, revising existing 

development standards that were previously located in the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance 
and creating a new chapter (Chapter 28) in the Code of Ordinances.   

 
WHEREAS,  the City Council the City Council initially directed staff on October 18, 

2010,  to review Chapter 28 with the main emphasis of potential change to sign regulations, 
fencing, walls and screening regulations and exterior construction standards.  

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Murphy finds and determines that 
modification of Chapter 28 – Development Standards is in the best interests of the citizens of the 
City of Murphy.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MURPHY, TEXAS: 
 
Section 1. FINDINGS INCORPORATED 
 

The findings set forth above are incorporated into the body of this Ordinance as if fully 
set forth herein. 

 
Section 2.   That Section 28-2. Definitions of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 
Section 28-2.  Definitions 
 
Sign, monument means any permanent low profile sign built on a monument base, solid from the 
ground up, which has no clear space for the full width of the sign between the bottom of the sign 
and the ground and is not an attached, portable or vehicular sign. Pole(s) or support(s) must be 
concealed.  

Sign, pole means a permanent freestanding pole sign, utilizing either a monopole or dual pole 
design. 

Sign, temporary means any sign that is used only temporarily and is not permanently mounted or 
affixed to any structure or to the ground. 
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Sign, vehicular means any sign on a vehicle moving along the ground or on any vehicle parked 
temporarily, incidental to its principal use for transportation.  This definition shall not include 
signs which are being transported to a site of permanent erection, bumper stickers, magnetic 
signs not to exceed four square feet, any signs attached to or painted onto a personal vehicle 
which exceed four square feet, taxicab signs, or delivery vehicle signs so long as the vehicle is 
shielded from public view when stored or stopped and otherwise does not park at any one 
location longer than reasonably necessary to make a delivery or if the vehicle is primary 
transportation for a resident and the vehicle is parked in the driveway of the resident. 

Sign, window means a sign posted, painted, placed, or affixed in or on a window exposed to 
public view.  An interior sign that faces a window exposed to public view and located within 
three (3) feet of the window is considered a window sign for the purpose of calculating the total 
area of all window signs. 

Wind device means any flag, banner, pennant, streamer or similar device that moves freely in the 
wind.  All wind devices are considered to be signs, and are regulated and classified as attached or 
detached by the same rules as other signs.  Heavier-than-air inflatable must be firmly tethered to 
the ground and shall not exceed a maximum of 35 feet in height from the ground. Feather signs 
are considered wind device signs and shall not exceed 15 feet in height. 

… 
 
Section 3.   That Section 28-6 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 
Section 28-6. Signs in rights-of-way prohibited. 

Except as specifically authorized in this Chapter, no sign shall be erected or affixed within or 
project over any public right-of-way or across the public right-of-way line extended across a 
railroad right-of-way.  This section shall not be construed so as to prohibit the carrying or 
displaying of signs by any person so long as such sign is not connected or affixed to the real 
property comprising the public right-of-way, its fixtures and appurtenances.  Homeowners' 
Association and Crime Watch meeting and alert may have signs projecting over the public right-
of-way.  Both the person who erected or affixed the sign and the person or business who benefits 
from the placement of the sign shall be responsible for the illegally placed sign.  

… 
 
Section 4. That Section 28-7 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 
Section 28-7. Signs on public property. 

Except as specifically authorized in this Chapter, no person shall attach any sign, paper, or other 
material or paint, stencil, or write any name, number or otherwise mark any sidewalk, curb, 
gutter, street, tree, utility pole, traffic sign, traffic light standard, public building, public fence, or 
public structure.  This section shall not prohibit the posting of governmental signs or the painting 
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or attaching of street address numbers to curbs. Both the person who erected or affixed the sign 
and the person or business who benefits from the placement of the sign shall be responsible for 
the illegally placed sign. 

… 
 
Section 5. That Section 28-10 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 
Section 28-10. Political signs. 

Political signs regarding an issue or candidate in an election may be erected on private property 
without limit as to number; provided, that such signs comply with other applicable requirements 
of this chapter, and provided further, that the owner or occupant of the property on which sign is 
displayed shall comply with the following regulations: 

(1) Political signs must comply with state law and are prohibited from: 

a. Having a surface area greater than 36 square feet; 

b. Being more than eight feet in height; 

c. Being illuminated; or 

d. Having moving elements. 

e.  Being located in center medians or within 15 feet of any stop sign / traffic 
light.   

f.  Being placed on private property without the permission of the property 
owner. 

g.  Being placed on City of Murphy owned property except: 

 1) Along the south entrance of the Municipal Complex. Signs may be 
placed on the south side of this driveway beginning 10 days prior to early 
voting. The sign placement area shall be between the Customer Service 
Utility Payment Drive area and the right of way at Murphy Road.  

 2) The total sign area of a candidate on City of Murphy owned property 
may not exceed 16 square feet. 

 3) On Election Day, candidates and/or supporters may place campaign 
signs in the east lawn across from the City Hall south parking lot, as long 
as they are outside the mandated election boundary lines.  

 4) All candidate signs must be removed within 2 days after the conclusion 
of the election.  
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(2)  The City may remove any sign that is not in compliance with any of the above 
regulations. 

(3) Political signs must comply with all laws and regulations regulating the 
placement, location, and site visibility triangle which relates to all signage. 

… 
 
Section 6. That Section 28-11 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now be edited as follows: 
 
Section 28-11. Special Purpose Signs 

(C) Special purpose freestanding signs for the purpose of identifying the location of or 
direction to subdivisions or major home builder sites are allowed.  Such signs shall be on-
premise and shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area, nor extend more than ten (10) 
feet in height, or when located adjacent to a screening wall shall not extend more than fifteen 
(15) feet in height.  A home builder with twenty-five (25) lots or more qualifies as a major home 
builder.  One such sign may be allowed for subdivisions, major home builders, sites or 
developments of thirty (30) acres, or less. One additional sign shall be allowed for each 
additional thirty (30) acres.  Permits for such signs may be granted for a maximum period of 12 
month intervals, with such signs being removed upon ninety (90) percent completion of the 
project.  No such sign shall be located closer than one hundred (100) feet to a residential 
dwelling not within the subdivision. 

(E) Wind devices, heavier-than-air inflatable, and similar special purpose signs promoting a 
single-family subdivision or multi-family complex shall be allowed a maximum single use 
period not to exceed fifteen (15) days, with a minimum period between permits of sixty (60) 
thirty days (30) and a maximum number of three (3) permits per year for a given subdivision or 
complex. 

(F) Wind devices, heavier-than-air inflatables, and similar special purpose signs promoting a 
retail or commercial establishment or center shall be allowed a maximum single use period not to 
exceed seven (7) days with a minimum period between permits of fifteen (15) days and a 
maximum number of three (3) permits per year for a given establishment or center. 

(G) Signs that advertise sales, specials, grand openings, or other goods or services available 
within an establishment may be placed in windows using water soluble paint, appliqués or other 
temporary and removable means provided that no such window sign may: 

(1) Be located on the window surface in any manner that obscures more than twenty 
five percent (25%) of the visible window area available in the absence of any signs; and 

(2) Remain in place more than 30 days in any six month period.  

 
… 
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Section 7. That Section 28-14 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 
Section 28-14. Sale or lease signs. 

A site may contain on-premise attached or freestanding signs for the purpose of advertising the 
sale or lease of the real property on which such sign is located, subject to the following 
provisions: 

(A) Signs advertising the sale or lease of residential property shall not exceed eight (8) square 
feet in area nor five (5) feet in height.  The number of such signs shall be limited to one (1) per 
lot or complex where such lot or complex abuts one (1) street; one (1) additional sign shall be 
allowed for each additional street. 

(B) Signs advertising the sale or lease of a business property shall not exceed sixteen (16) 
square feet in area or eight (8) feet in height. 

(C)  Permits for such signs may be granted for a maximum period of twelve month intervals. 

… 
 
Section 8. That Section 28-16 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 
Section 28-16. Kiosk Signs 

(A) Procedures for Installing a Kiosk Sign 

(3) Once a services contract is approved by City Council, the Contractor shall submit 
a map, elevations, and any other documentation deemed necessary by city staff, showing 
the location and design of the proposed Kiosk Signs to the City Manager or his designee.  
Upon review of the map, elevations, and any other applicable documentation, the City 
Manager shall make a recommendation to City Council as to whether the location and 
design of the proposed Kiosk Signs should be approved, denied, or modified. 

(B) Location of the Kiosk Signs.  Although the City Council has the authority to determine 
where Kiosk Signs may be located, locations must at least meet the following criteria: 

(1) The location of Kiosk Signs must not create traffic hazards.  The obstruction of 
the visibility of motorists, pedestrians, or traffic control signs will constitute a type of 
traffic hazard.  The City Manager or his designee shall review the location of each 
proposed Kiosk Sign.  A Kiosk Sign shall not be installed if the City Manager or his 
designee determines that the location of the proposed sign would create a traffic hazard. 

… 
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Section 9. That Section 28-22 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 
Section 28-22. Monument signs – Business Districts. 

Monument signs are permitted in business zoning districts as follows: 

(A) Number of monument signs: 

(1) Only one monument sign of any type may be erected on any site’s thoroughfare 
frontage, not to exceed two signs per site.  

 (a) Fast food and drive-through restaurants may have additional sign(s) not 
exceeding eight (8) feet in height nor fifty (50) square feet in area and, if 
monument, located no further than fifteen (15) feet from the building housing that 
activity. 

(b) Signs not exceeding sixteen (16) square feet and not exceeding six (6) feet 
in height are allowed for an activity providing engine fuel sales which advertise 
prices of fuel on premises.  No activity shall have more than one such sign per 
street front.  In no case shall such sign be monument. 

(B) Setback: 

(1) Freestanding signs of a sign area of fifty (50) square feet or less may be located as 
near as five (5) feet to the public right-of-way. 

(2) No part of a freestanding sign shall be closer than twenty-five (25) feet measured 
radially to another freestanding sign on an adjacent sign site, nor shall any part of a 
freestanding sign on the same site be closer than one hundred (100) feet radially to 
another freestanding sign on that same sign site. 

(C) Size, Height and Building Materials: 

(1) No freestanding sign shall exceed fifty (50) square feet in sign area or seven (7) 
feet in height except as herein provided. 

(2) Freestanding signs may incorporate embellishments or cut-outs; provided, that 
they shall not exceed twenty (20) percent of the area of the sign face and that they shall 
not extend beyond the sign face a distance exceeding eighteen (18) inches as measured 
horizontally. 

(3)  Every monument sign shall be required to have a minimum one half foot (1/2’) 
foot masonry base, measured from grade level to the bottom of the sign area. 
Every monument sign shall be required to have a minimum six (6”) inch masonry 
border on each side of the sign area. A minimum six (6”) inch masonry cap is 
allowed above the sign area, however, it is not required. If, the masonry cap 
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option is not chosen, the maximum height of the sign structure shall be limited to 
seven (7’) feet. All monument signs will require engineer sealed drawings.  

 
Building materials and colors utilized for construction of monument bases, side 
borders, caps, and sign frames shall be constructed of the same materials found on 
the main building on the lot, unless otherwise approved by the City Council. 
 
If the proposed sign is to be constructed on a lot with an existing building which 
does not contain a masonry façade, the materials used for the monument base, 
side borders and cap, must be stone or brick. 

 
(D) Off-Premise Signs. Off-premise signs are prohibited. 

… 
 
Section 10. That Section 28-27 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 
Section 28-27. Monument signs – Residential Districts. 

Multi-family and nonresidential sites in residential zones may have monument signs subject to 
the following restrictions: 

(1) Number of Signs:  Each site may have a monument sign for each five hundred (500) feet 
of frontage along a street, other than an alley.  In no case shall such site have more than two (2) 
monument signs. 

(2) Setback, Sign Area and Height:  A minimum setback of five (5) feet is required of all 
monument signs.  A minimum setback of ten (10) feet from the public right-of-way is required 
for signs exceeding ten (10) square feet in sign area or fifteen (15) feet in height.  A minimum 
setback of twenty (20) feet is required for all signs exceeding twenty (20) square feet in sign area 
or twenty (20) feet in height.  No monument sign shall exceed fifty (50) square feet in sign area 
or twenty-five (25) feet in height. 

(3)  Every monument sign shall be required to have a minimum one half foot (1/2’) foot 
masonry base, measured from grade level to the bottom of the sign area. Every monument sign 
shall be required to have a minimum six (6”) inch masonry border on each side of the sign area. 
A minimum six (6”) inch masonry cap is allowed above the sign area, however, it is not required. 
If, the masonry cap option is not chosen, the maximum height of the sign structure shall be 
limited to seven (7’) feet. All monument signs will require engineer sealed drawings.  

 
Building materials and colors utilized for construction of monument bases, side 
borders, caps, and sign frames shall be constructed of the same materials found on 
the main building on the lot, unless otherwise approved by the City Council. 
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If the proposed sign is to be constructed on a lot with an existing building which does not contain 
a masonry façade, the materials used for the monument base, side borders and cap, must be stone 
or brick. 
 
… 
 
Section 11. That Section 28-30 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 
Section 28-30. Permits, applications, fees. 

(E) Plans and specifications.  With each application for a permit, not less than two (2) sets of 
plans and specifications shall be submitted and all drawings, specifications and accompanying 
data shall bear the name and address of the designer.  The structural design of monument signs in 
excess of seven (7) feet in height shall be prepared and designed by an engineer licensed by the 
State of Texas.   

(H) Special Purpose / Builder Sign Renewal. If previously permitted sign has not been moved or 
altered in any way, a sign permit renewal request, photo or artwork of sign and appropriate fee 
payment are required.  

(I) Suspension or revocation.  The City Manager or his designee may, in writing, suspend or 
revoke a permit issued under provisions of this Code whenever the permit is issued in error or on 
the basis of incorrect information supplied, or in violation of any law or ordinance. 

(J) Refunds.  There shall be no refunds of sign permit fees paid under the terms of this Code, 
except for the following: 

(1) When it is determined that a sign permit was issued due to an error, a full refund 
may be authorized by the City Manager or his designee. 

… 
 
Section 12. That Section 28-32.of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 

Section 28-32. Existing signs. 

(C) Illegal signs.  Illegal signs shall be immediately removed upon written notice by the City. 

… 
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Section 13. That Section 28-53 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 

Section 28-53. Fences in residential areas. 

(E) Permit requirement.  It shall be unlawful for any person to construct or rebuild a fence on 
any lot without having first obtained a fence permit from the permit department. All fences 
require a permit; however, if the construction is minor repair in nature (damaged, missing slats, 
blown over, or as determined by the City) all damaged, removed, blown down, or missing 
portions of such fence shall be replaced, stood up, or repaired with comparable materials of a 
comparable color to the remaining portion of such fence.  Minor repairs must be performed 
within a reasonable amount of time as determined by the City or will be subject to Code 
Compliance notification and issuance of a citation and will require a permit.  Adequate plans and 
specifications, as determined by the City, must accompany each application for a permit.  

 (1) Inspection and maintenance.  When any fence is completed, it must be inspected. The 
permit department shall be notified upon completion of the fence. The building official (or his 
designee) will issue a card of acceptance if the fence complies with the provisions of this 
division, or it will be rejected. All fences constructed under the provisions of this division shall 
be maintained so as to comply with the requirements of this division at all times. Fences shall be 
maintained by the owner or person in charge of the property in as near as possible the condition 
of such fence when installed and accepted as provided herein, and will be subject to Code 
Compliance notification and issuance of a citation if not maintained in such condition. Fences 
shall be maintained as follows: 

(F) Appeals. 

(1) An appeal from a decision of the building official under the terms of this division 
shall be made to the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

(R)      Fence Transition.  Where a privacy fence and a fence or wall that screens a thoroughfare 
or public street of different heights meet or connect, a stair step transition/effect shall be 
provided to match the height of the fence that is lower in height. Such transition must be in 
lengths of no less than eight feet for each one foot of change of elevation and as approved by the 
City.  

 (S) Fence Post Visibility - Where a privacy fence faces a public right of way, the fence must be 
built with the posts on the inside of the property and may not be facing the public right of way. 

(T) Fence applications will not be accepted without prior written and confirmed approval from 
respective Homeowners Association, if applicable. Exceptions may be allowed In the case of 
emergency repair of fences when approved by the City Manager or his designee. 

… 
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Section 14. That Section 28-76 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 
Section 28-76. Parking and Loading Area Lighting. 

(G)  If establishment is not open, non operating hours, lighting should be minimal; for security 
purposes and entries. 

… 
 
Section 15. That Section 28-77 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 
Section 28-77. Walkway Lighting. 

(A) All outdoor pedestrian areas and uncovered walkways, separate from parking or buildings 
but essential to the nighttime operation of nonresidential uses within nonresidential districts, 
shall be continually illuminated between sunset and sunrise.  The level of intensity of 
illumination, measured at the walkway surface, shall be a minimum average of 1 foot-candle, 
distributed at an average-to-minimum uniformity ratio of 5:1. 

… 
 
Section 16. That Section 28-80 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 

Section 28-80. Recreational Area Lighting. 

(A) Lighting for recreational uses such as athletic courts and fields may employ fixtures 
mounted in excess of the heights described in this Chapter, subject to the approval of the City. 

… 
 
Section 17. That Article V, Section 28-131, Section 28-132, Section 28-133 of Chapter 28 of 
the Code of Ordinances of the City of Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read 
as follows: 
 
Sec. 28-131 Minimum Exterior Construction Standards: 

Definitions - For the purpose of this section, the following definitions shall apply: 

Masonry Construction shall include all construction of stone material, brick material, concrete 
masonry units, or concrete panel construction, which is composed of solid, cavity, faced, or 
veneered-wall construction.  Synthetic masonry materials are prohibited. 

The standards for masonry construction types are listed below: 
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(1) Stone Material. Masonry construction using stone material may consist of granite, 
marble, limestone, slate, river rock, and other hard and durable naturally occurring all-weather 
stone. Cut stone and dimensioned stone techniques are acceptable. Synthetic stone is not 
acceptable.  Stone veneer is acceptable with a minimum thickness of 3 5/8 inches. 

(2) Brick Material. Brick material used for masonry construction shall be hard fired (kiln 
fired) clay or slate material which meets the latest version of ASTM standard C216, Standard 
Specification for Facing Brick (Solid Masonry Unit Made of Clay or Shale), and shall be Severe 
Weather (SW) grade, and Type FBA or FBS or better. Unfired or underfired clay, sand, or shale 
brick are not allowed.  Brick veneer is acceptable with a minimum thickness of three (3) inches. 

(3) Concrete Masonry Units. Concrete masonry units used for masonry construction shall 
meet the latest version of the following applicable specifications; ASTM C90, Standard 
Specification for Hollow Load Bearing Concrete Masonry Units; ASTM C145, Standard 
Specification for Solid Load Bearing Masonry Units; ASTM C129, Standard Specification for 
Hollow and Solid Nonload Bearing Units. Concrete masonry units shall have an indented, 
hammered, split face finish or other similar architectural finish as approved by the City Council. 
Lightweight concrete block or cinderblock construction is not acceptable as an exterior finish.  
Colored concrete masonry units are prohibited. 

(4) Concrete Panel Construction. Concrete finish, precast panel, tilt wall, or cementitious 
composite reinforced panel construction shall be painted, fluted, or exposed aggregate. Smooth 
or untextured concrete finishes are not acceptable. 

(5) Glass and Metal Standards are as follows: Glass walls shall include glass curtain walls or 
glass block construction. Glass curtain wall shall be defined as an exterior wall which carries no 
structural loads, and which may consist of the combination of metal, glass, or other surfacing 
material supported in a metal framework. 

Sec. 28-132 Construction Standards: 

Construction Standards - The standards and criteria contained within this section are deemed to 
be minimum standards and shall apply to all new, altered or repaired construction occurring 
within the City. 

(a) Residential: 

(1) All residential buildings and structures shall be of exterior fire resistant 
construction having at least eighty-five percent (85%) of the total exterior walls above 
grade level, excluding doors and windows, constructed of brick, stone, brick veneer, or 
stone veneer, in accordance with the City’s Building and Fire Codes. 

(2) All principal buildings and structures located in the SFA and MF Districts shall be 
of exterior fire resistant construction having at least eighty-five percent (85%) of the total 
exterior walls, excluding doors and windows, constructed of brick, stone, brick veneer, 
stone veneer in accordance with the City’s Building and Fire Codes. 
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(3) Concrete or metal exterior construction is not permitted on any residential 
structure. 

(4) The concrete foundation of any building or structure may not be exposed more 
than two feet from the final grade. 

(5) Exemptions: 

(a) Barns or other accessory buildings in the agricultural (AG) zoning district 
and SF-E Estate District, or located on property of five (5) acres or more, 
provided that such barns are used solely for agricultural purposes as distinguished 
from commercial or industrial purposes, shall be exempt from provisions of this 
Section. 

(b) Mobile homes otherwise lawfully existing under the provisions of this 
chapter shall also be excluded from provision of this Section. 

(c) Historic structures (with a local, state or national designation/registry as an 
historic structure). 

(d) Accessory building in a single-family, duplex or single-family attached 
zoning district that has less than 500 square feet of floor area; 

(e) Accessory and maintenance buildings (any size) for a public golf course, a 
public or parochial school that has less than 500 square feet, or any city facility; 

(f) Temporary construction buildings and field offices (provided that such 
facilities are legally permitted by the city for a specific period of time, and 
provided that they are completely removed from the premises upon expiration of 
the permit or upon completion of construction, whichever occurs first); temporary 
sales offices shall be permitted with first model home, provided that sales office is 
completely removed from the premises upon expiration of the permit or upon 
completion of construction; and 

(g) Structures in existence on May 27, 2004, and any addition to those 
structures that does not exceed 25% of the heated and cooled square footage of 
the structure as measured on May 27, 2004. 

(6) Roof materials shall be composition (30-year), standing seam metal, terra-cotta 
tiles, concrete tiles or slate in muted colors. Wood shingle, shake, and metal roofing 
systems associated with agricultural or industrial buildings are prohibited. Only flat pan, 
standing seam metal roof materials are allowed with a factory finish of an approved 
color. Natural metal roofs are not allowed, whether galvanized or metal aluminum.  
Minimum roof pitch shall be at least 8:12, unless otherwise stated in the applicable 
zoning district or PD ordinance, and except for "Santa Fe" (with a flat roof and highly 
articulated parapet that conceals the roof and any roof-mounted equipment), "Texas ranch 
house" (with low pitched roofs, large eaves/overhangs, rambling design), or other 
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uniquely styled home. Any proposed addition to an existing single-family structure shall 
have a minimum roof pitch of 4:12. 

The exterior color of all residential structures must be muted, rustic earth tones. Bright 
colors like pinks, purples, and those classified as primary colors are expressly prohibited. 

(b) Nonresidential: 

(1) All nonresidential structures, including parking structures, shall be of exterior fire 
resistant construction having at least seventy-five percent (75%) of the total exterior walls 
above grade level, excluding doors and windows, constructed of masonry in accordance 
with the City’s building and fire codes. Strict adherence to this requirement shall not be 
such as to prevent architectural creativity. 

(2) The following materials are permitted materials for exterior construction: 

(a) Stone 
(b) Granite 
(c) Marble 
(d) Other stone (e.g. – limestone) 
(e) Glass, permitted as thirty percent (30%) or less of the exterior wall 
(f) Brick 

Use of other exterior construction materials may be permitted by the City Council at the 
time of site plan approval. 

(3) The following materials for exterior construction shall not exceed twenty-five 
percent (25%): 

(a) Painted wood 
(b) Concrete (including painted or stained concrete) 
(c) Glass, when over thirty percent (30%) of the exterior wall 
(d) Synthetic materials 

(4) The concrete foundation of any building or structure may not be exposed more 
than two feet from the final grade. 

(5) Any roof materials that are visible from a public street shall be comprised of 
architectural/dimensional, composition shingle (30-year minimum), flat pan standing 
seam metal roofing (only with a factory baked-on muted color finish; no bright colors or 
natural-colored metal roofing allowed), or terra cotta or slate tile in muted colors. 
Minimum roof pitch of a gabled or otherwise pitched roof shall be at least 8:12, unless 
otherwise stated in the applicable zoning district or PD ordinance, and except for flat-
roofed structures that shall have a highly articulated parapet with a minimum length of 
two (2) feet and a maximum length of 100 feet that conceals the roof and any roof-
mounted equipment.  
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(6) The exterior color of all nonresidential structures shall be muted, rustic earth 
tones. Bright colors like pinks, purples, and those classified as primary colors are 
expressly prohibited. 

(7) Elevated Water Storage Tanks and Pump Stations - All water storage facilities 
which serve the public shall be designed and painted to complement natural 
surroundings. All public water storage facilities shall be placed, to the extent possible, so 
as to have minimal negative impact on surrounding areas and shall be painted earth-tone, 
natural colors. The City Council shall be authorized to approve alternate color selections 
if such color(s) are more acceptable with surrounding areas. 

(8) Temporary Construction Buildings - Temporary buildings and temporary building 
material storage areas to be used for construction purposes may be permitted for a 
specific period of time in accordance with a permit issued by the building official and 
subject to periodic renewal by the inspector for cause shown. Upon completion or 
abandonment of construction or expiration of permit, such field offices or buildings and 
material storage areas shall be removed at the satisfaction of the building official. 

(c) Procedure for Determining Alternative Exterior Materials: 

(1) All written requests for alternative exterior building materials shall be noted and 
described on the site plan. If requested by the City, a sample(s) of the proposed exterior 
finish material(s) may be required to be submitted with the site plan. 

(2) The City may approve an alternative exterior material if it is determined to be 
equivalent or better than the exterior materials cited in subsection (b)(2) above as part of 
the approval of the site plan. 

(3) Consideration for exceptions to the above requirements shall be based only on the 
following: 

(a) Architectural design and creativity 
(b) Compatibility with surrounding developed properties 

(4) The request shall be reviewed by the Planning and Zoning Commission, and shall 
be approved or disapproved by the City Council. 

(d) Exterior Building Design Standards: 

(1) Purpose: To ensure the aesthetic value and visual appeal of nonresidential land 
uses and to ensure that structures relate harmoniously with the land and on a pedestrian, 
human scale. The architectural character of the built environment should complement the 
natural landscape and not dominate it. Vertical proportions which exaggerate building 
height shall be avoided. Building masses shall be broken up horizontally and vertically to 
provide relief in the facade. It is encouraged that every building reduce its perceived 
height and bulk by dividing the building into smaller components, and providing both 
Articulation and Variation on all building sides. 
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(2) Variation: Variation shall refer (for purposes of this section) to a combination of 
colors, textures, design features, and/or building materials. Variation shall include but not 
be limited to design features such as recessed windows, awnings, shutters, canopies, 
balconies, columns, arches and mullions, cornices, best courses, corbelling, molding, 
stringcourses, latticework or ornamentation with vegetation, decorative light fixtures, and 
other sculpturing of the facade with permitted materials. 

(3) Variation shall be accomplished as follows: 

(a) A minimum thirty-three (33) percent of the front and any building side 
visible from a public roadway shall contain Variation. This percentage is reduced 
to twenty-five (25) percent of the total square footage of the face of each building 
side for any face not visible from a public roadway; and, 

(b) For the front of buildings and any side visible from a public roadway, a 
minimum of five (5) changes in variation (5 textures, 5 colors and materials) is 
required, excluding the roof, doors and gutters; the required number of variation 
or design features is reduced to three (3) changes for all other building sides; and, 

(4) Articulation: Articulation shall be defined (for purposes of this section) as an 
interruption of the building wall plane with an offset, either a recess or projection of at 
least four (4) feet, at an angle or arc of between forty-five (45) degrees and one hundred 
thirty five (135) degrees to the wall plane. Articulation shall include (and be used 
synonymously with) an offset, inset, relief, recess, setback, or projection. 

(5) Horizontal Articulation shall be accomplished as follows: 

(a) Wall planes of thirty (30) feet or less in length do not require an horizontal 
Articulation (offsets); and, 

(b) No wall plane shall extend more than fifty (50) feet in length. Larger 
buildings shall be divided into modules, preferably not exceeding thirty (30) feet, 
but permitted up to fifty (50) feet in length, that are expressed three-dimensionally 
throughout the entire building (modifications to the facade only shall not meet this 
standard). The building modules should be expressed with at least one of the 
following: 

(1) A setback in wall planes a minimum of four (4) feet; 

(2) A change in the primary facade material for the extent of the 
building module; or 

(3) A vertical architectural element such as a change in roof type or 
other vertical articulation described below. 

Alternating use of similar building modules shall not be permitted. 

(6) Vertical Articulation, as defined above, shall be accomplished as follows: 
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(a) By providing varying roof lines for each building mass through the use of 
pitched roofs with eaves, false pitch roofs with the appearance of true hips and 
gables from all public rights-of-way, flat roofs with projecting cornices, parapets 
and other variations in roof heights and angles (excluding mansard roofs); and, 

(b) Except for pitched roof buildings, no less than thirty (30) percent of the 
roofline distance for each building side shall have vertical articulation of at least 
two (2) feet or ten (10) percent of the average height of the wall plane, whichever 
is greater; however, no single run of roofline shall exceed sixty (60) feet in length 
without a minimum two-foot transition in vertical roofline height; and, 

(c) Except for pitched roof buildings, by vertically articulating and 
emphasizing all principal building entrances by at least two (2) feet or ten (10) 
percent of the average height of the wall plane, whichever is greater; and, 

(7) Facade articulations or offsets shall be shown, along with calculations verifying 
that the building elevations meet the above requirements, on a building facade elevation 
plan for all sides, and shall be submitted for Planning and Zoning Commission review 
and approval by the City Council, along with the site plan. 

(8) All building sides shall have aesthetic detail including Articulation and Variation, 
with architectural elements that provide shadow lines and visual depth (unless 
substantially screened with landscaping, whereby the landscape screening in itself 
provides the aesthetic detailing), with proper maintenance program in place to provide 
upkeep of landscaping. 

(9) Street-level storefronts and building entrances shall be open and inviting to 
pedestrians. Buildings 10,000 sq. ft. or greater shall have a street/parking-to-building 
zone of at least twenty (20) feet to be used for sidewalks, including a minimum fifteen-
foot landscaped buffer strip or pedestrian spaces including benches and other seating 
facilities. 

(10) A minimum exterior entryway offset/inset to help delineate a building’s main 
entrance and add variety to the streetscape shall be provided for businesses based on their 
floor space as follows: 

(a) Less than 5,000 sq. ft. shall have a minimum entryway area of 15 sq. ft. 

(b) 5,000 to 15,000 sq. ft. shall have a minimum entryway area of 25 sq. ft. 

(c) 15,001 to 30,000 sq. ft. shall have a minimum entryway area of 50 sq. ft. 

(d) Greater than 30,000 sq. ft. shall have a minimum entryway area of 100 sq. 
ft. 

(11) Windows shall be offset by no less than 4 inches and/or have a perimeter accent 
border of at least four (4) inches. No section of glass windows shall extend longer in 
width than fifteen (15) feet without a three-foot minimum break. 
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(12) All rooftop mechanical equipment shall be shielded from public view.  The 
parapet must be of equal height to the tallest equipment. 

(13) Building placement on slopes shall not only incorporate stepped massing, but 
shall also create footprint offsets to save vegetation and natural landforms. Topographical 
changes shall be reflected by vertical offsets in the massing of buildings wherever 
possible. 

(14) Garage-style roll-up doors shall not face public roadways. When used, they must 
be screened from adjacent properties and public view, unless used for an outdoor patio or 
bar. 

(15) Every outparcel building, liner building or other building set between the street 
right-of-way and a larger adjacent building shall include the architectural detailing set 
forth above on all sides on the building, including those that face internal parking areas. 

(16) Irrigation systems must include rain and freeze sensors. 

(e) Accessory buildings. 

(1) In the agricultural (AG) zoning district: See subsection (a)(5)(a) of this section 
regarding exceptions. 

(2) In a single-family, duplex or single-family attached zoning district: Accessory 
buildings that have over 500 square feet of floor area shall conform to the minimum 
exterior construction standards for the main building on the lot/tract, tract or site, and 
shall be compatible in exterior finishes and colors as the main building, unless located on 
property of one-half acre or more. 

(3) In a multifamily or nonresidential zoning district: Accessory buildings (any size) 
shall conform to the minimum exterior construction standards for the main building on 
the lot/tract, tract or site, and shall be architecturally compatible in design and 
constructed of the same exterior finishes and colors as the main building. 

Section 28-133. Variance Procedure. 

(a) The Planning and Zoning Commission shall hold a public hearing on any request for a 
variation or exception to the standards provided by this Article.  The Planning and Zoning 
Commission may not recommend a variation or exception unless the Planning and Zoning 
Commission determines that the variation or exception will not substantially alter the intent of 
the standards established by this Article. 

(b) All recommendations of the Planning and Zoning Commission under this Article shall be 
forwarded to City Council.  When the Planning and Zoning Commission denies a request for a 
variation or exception to the standards set forth in this Article, a hearing before the City Council 
shall be set only if a written appeal is filed by the applicant with the City Manager or his/her 
designee within 15 days of the date of the denial. 
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… 
 
Section 18. That Section 28-154 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 
Section 28-154. Landscape Plan. 

(B) Landscaping plans shall be prepared by a person knowledgeable in plant material usage 
and landscape design (e.g., landscape architect, landscape contractor, landscape designer, etc.) 
and shall contain the following minimum information: 

(7) Layout and description of irrigation, sprinkler, or water systems including 
location of water sources and rain and freeze sensors. 

(12) The plan shall also be provided electronically and in color. 

… 
 
Section 19. That Section 28-156 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 
Section 28-156. Minimum Landscaping Requirements for Nonresidential and 
Multifamily Developments. 

(B) A minimum 25-foot landscaped street buffer adjacent to the right-of-way of any arterial 
(Type "B" or larger) is required for the first 250 feet from the beginning (i.e., tangent) point of 
the street corner radius. Beyond the first 250 feet, the landscaped street buffer may either 
continue at the 25-foot width (developer's option), or it shall transition down to a required width 
of 15 feet along the remainder of the arterial frontage (minimum length of transition shall be 100 
feet). A minimum 15-foot landscaped street buffer shall be required along any street frontage for 
any other nonresidential or multifamily development (including schools, churches, day care 
facilities, and other similar uses in a residential district). Corner lot/tracts fronting two arterials 
shall provide the appropriate required landscape buffer on both street frontages. Two large shade 
tree and four small ornamental trees shall be required per 50 linear feet (or portion thereof) of 
street buffer frontage. Trees should be grouped or clustered to facilitate site design and to 
provide an aesthetically pleasing, natural looking planting arrangement. The landscaped street 
buffer area may be included in the required landscape area percentage. 

(C) Landscape areas within parking lot/tracts should generally be at least one parking space 
in size, with no landscape area less than 50 square feet in area. Landscape areas shall be no less 
than five feet wide, shall equal a total of at least 32 square feet per parking space, and shall be 
dispersed throughout the parking area (i.e., not confined to the perimeter). There shall be a 
landscaped area with at least one large shade tree within 60 feet of every parking space. There 
shall be a minimum of one large shade tree, a minimum of five inch caliper, planted within the 
parking area for every ten parking spaces for parking lot/tracts having more than 20 spaces. 
Within parking lot/tracts, landscape areas should be located to define parking areas and to assist 
in clarifying appropriate circulation patterns. Landscape islands shall be located at the terminus 
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of all parking rows and within bays of parking such that bays do not generally exceed 15 parking 
spaces in length, and all islands shall contain at least one tree (large or ornamental). All 
landscape areas shall be protected by a monolithic concrete curb or wheel stops, and shall remain 
free of trash, litter, and car bumper overhangs. 

(D) Each lot/tract shall provide a minimum fifteen-foot-wide landscaped buffer strip around 
the sides and rear perimeters of the lot/tract, provided that each side or rear lot/tract line does not 
abut residentially zoned property, which requires a screening wall, per division 5 of this article. 
Within the five-foot perimeter buffer shall be provided a four-foot-tall screen comprised of 
hardy, evergreen shrubs, decorative walls with shrubs, or similar landscaping. If a side or rear 
lot/tract line abuts a residentially zoned property, and for nonresidential and institutional uses in 
residential zoning districts, then that portion of the perimeter buffer strip shall observe the 
required screening per division 5 of this article, shall be a minimum of ten feet in width, and 
shall be required to have one large shade tree, in lieu of the four-foot-high screen described 
above for every 30 linear feet for overstory screening/buffering for the adjacent residences. 

… 
 
Section 20. That Section 28-157 of Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, is hereby amended, which shall now read as follows: 
 
Section 128-57. Minimum Landscaping Requirements for Single-Family and Two-
Family Residential Developments. 

(A) For all single-family and two-family developments, each residential lot/tract shall be 
required to have one large shade tree for each 50 feet, or portion thereof, of lot/tract width. Trees 
may be clustered or spaced linearly and need not be placed evenly at 50-foot intervals. The 
required trees shall be installed prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the premises. 

(B) The shade trees shall be a minimum of five -inch caliper.  If the tree is located on a slope, 
measurement shall be from the highest side of the slope. The shade trees shall be selected from 
the current Texas A&M University Collin County Extension Agent's recommended tree list. 

(C) The minimum height required for shade trees shall be seven feet. 

(D) Shade trees in single-family developments are required to be maintained.  
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This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage and publication as 
required by law. 
 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Murphy, 
Texas, on this the 6th day of September, 2011. 
 

___________________________________ 
Bret M. Baldwin, Mayor 
City of Murphy 

 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________________ 
Aimee Nemer, City Secretary 
City of Murphy 



Section

Section 28-6. Signs in 
Right-of-Way 
prohibited. 

Section 28-7. Signs on 
public property. 

Section 28-10. Political 
Signs

"ARTICLE I. SIGNS

Section 28-2. 
Definitions

No current definition for Sign, Temporary

Section 28-11. Special 
Purpose Signs

No current definition for Sign, Monument It is recommended to add the definition: Sign, monument 
means any permanent low profile sign built on a monument 
base, solid from the ground up, which has no clear space 
for the full width of the sign between the bottom of the sign 
and the ground and is not an attached, portable or 
vehicular sign. Pole(s) or support(s) must be concealed. 

No current definition for Sign, Window It is recommended to add the definition: Sign, window 
means a sign posted, painted, placed, or affixed in or on a 
window exposed to public view.  An interior sign that faces 
a window exposed to public view and located within three 
(3) feet of the window is considered a window sign for the 
purpose of calculating the total area of all window signs.

It is recommended to add verbiage to this section. 

It is recommended to add additional bullets to subsection 1. (1) Political signs must comply with state law and are 
prohibited from:
a., b., c., d. - remain as is
e.  Being located in center medians or within 15 feet of any 
stop sign / traffic light.  
f.  Being placed on private property without the permission 
of the property owner. g.  Being placed on City of Murphy 
owned property except:
 1) Along the south entrance of the Municipal Complex. 
Signs may be placed on the south side of this driveway 
beginning 10 days prior to early voting. The sign placement 
area shall be between the Customer Service Utility 
Payment Drive area and the right of way at Murphy Road. 
 2) The total sign area of a candidate on City of Murphy 
owned property may not exceed 16 square feet.
 3) All candidate signs must be removed within 7 days after 
the conclusion of the election. 
h.  The City may remove any sign that is not in compliance 
with any of the above.

It is recommended to add the definition: Sign, pole means 
a permanent freestanding pole sign, utilizing either a 
monopole or dual pole design.

Sign, vehicular means any sign on a vehicle moving along the 
ground or on any vehicle parked temporarily, incidental to its 
principal use for transportation.  This definition shall not include 
signs which are being transported to a site of permanent 
erection.

Wind device  means any flag, banner, pennant, streamer or 
similar device that moves freely in the wind.  All wind devices are 
considered to be signs, and are regulated and classified as 
attached or detached by the same rules as other signs.  

It is recommended to add the verbiage: Heavier-than-air 
inflatables must be firmly tethered to the ground and shall 
not exceed a maximum of 35 feet in height. Feather signs 
are considered wind device signs and shall not exceed 15 
feet in height.
It is recommended to add the verbiage: ...bumper stickers, 
magnetic signs not to exceed four square feet, any signs 
attached to or painted onto a personal vehicle which 
exceed four square feet, taxicab signs, delivery vehicle 
signs so long as the vehicle is shielded from public view 
when stored or stopped and otherwise does not park at 
any one location longer than reasonably necessary to 
make a delivery or if the vehicle is primary transportation 
for a resident and the vehicle is parked in the driveway of 
the residentBoth the person who erected or affixed the sign and the 
person or business who benefits from the placement of the 
sign shall be criminally responsible for the illegally placed 
sign. 

Current Ordinance Recommendations 
Sign, freestanding It is recommended to keep this definition in addition to 

Sign, Monument.

Section C: ….Permits for such signs may be granted for a 
maximum period of six month intervals, with such signs being 
removed upon ninety (90) percent completion of the project. 

It is recommended to change the interval from six months 
to twelve months. 

It is recommended to add verbiage to this section. Both the person who erected or affixed the sign and the 
person or business who benefits from the placement of the 
sign shall be criminally responsible for the illegally placed 
sign. 

It is recommended to add the definition: Sign, Temporary 
as included in the new draft

No current definition for Sign, Pole



Section Current Ordinance Recommendations 

Section 28-14. Sale or 
lease signs.

Section 28-16. Kiosk 
Signs.

Section 28-22. 
Freestanding signs - 
Business Districts.

Section 28-22. 
Freestanding signs - 
Business Districts. 
(CONT…)

Section 28-27. 
Freestanding signs - 
Residential Districts. 

Section 28-30. Permits, 
applications, fees.

It is recommended to edit staff contact verbiage in section 
(A) and (B). 

Current section is as follows:                                Freestanding 
signs are permitted in business zoning districts as follows:
(A) Number of Freestanding Signs:
(1) Only one freestanding sign of any type may be erected on 
any site, except that:
(a) A site which has more than three hundred (300) feet along a 
single thoroughfare may have one (1) additional freestanding 
sign.
(b) Freestanding signs shall be allowed on each thoroughfare 
frontage of a site.
(c) No more than two (2) freestanding signs shall be allowed on 
each thoroughfare frontage of a site.
(d) In no case shall a site possess more than four (4) 
freestanding signs.
(e) Fast food and drive-through restaurants may have additional 
sign(s) not exceeding eight (8) feet in height nor fifty (50) square 
feet in area and, if freestanding, located no further than fifteen 
(15) feet from the building housing that activity.
(f) Signs not exceeding sixteen (16) square feet and not 
exceeding six (6) feet in height are allowed for an activity 
providing engine fuel sales which advertise prices of fuel on 
premises.  No activity shall have more than one such sign per 
street front In no case shall such sign be freestanding

It is recommended to add an additional subsection. It is recommended to add a new subsection after             
(G) Expiration                                                                     
(H) Special Purpose / Builder Sign Renewal -If previously 
permitted sign has not been moved or altered in any way, a 
sign permit renewal request, photo or artwork of sign and 
appropriate fee payment are required. 

Current Section is as follows:                                             (C) Size 
and Height:
(1) No freestanding sign shall exceed fifty (50) square feet in sign 
area or seven (7) feet in height except as herein provided.
(2) Freestanding signs may incorporate embellishments or cut-
outs; provided, that they shall not exceed twenty (20) percent of 
the area of the sign face and that they shall not extend beyond 
the sign face a distance exceeding eighteen (18) inches as 
measured horizontally.

It is recommended to change this section as follows: (C) 
Size, Height and Building Materials:
please see Chapter 28 draft, Section 29-22 for Size, 
Height and Building Materials recommendations.

(E) Wind devices, heavier-than-air inflatable, and similar special 
purpose signs promoting a single-family subdivision or multi-
family complex shall be allowed a maximum single use period 
not to exceed sixty (60) days, with a minimum period between 
permits of sixty (60) days and a maximum number of three (3) 
permits per year for a given subdivision or complex.

It is recommended to change the single use permit interval 
from sixty days to fifteen days with a minimum period 
between permits of thirty days.

It is recommended to change this section as follows: 
Section 28-22. Monument signs - Business Districts.
Monument signs are permitted in business zoning districts 
as follows: (A) Number of Monument Signs:
(1) Only one monument sign of any type may be erected 
on any site's thoroughfare frontage, not to exceed two 
monument signs per site. 
(a) Fast food and drive-through restaurants may have 
additional sign(s) not exceeding eight (8) feet in height nor 
fifty (50) square feet in area and, if monument, located no 
further than fifteen (15) feet from the building housing that 
activity.  
(b) Signs not exceeding sixteen (16) square feet and not 
exceeding six (6) feet in height are allowed for an activity 
providing engine fuel sales which advertise prices of fuel 
on premises.  No activity shall have more than one such 
sign per street front.  In no case shall such sign be 
monument.

(G) Signs that advertise sales, specials, grand openings, or other 
goods or services available within an establishment may be 
placed in windows using water soluble paint, appliqués or other 
temporary and removable means provided that no such window 
sign may:
(1) Be located on the window surface in any manner that 
obscures more than twenty five percent (25%) of the visible 
window area available in the absence of any signs; and
(2) Remain in place more than 60 days in any six month period. 

It is recommended to change the interval noted in (2) from 
sixty days to thirty days. 

It is recommended to add bullet (C) to this section. A site may contain on-premise attached or freestanding 
signs for the purpose of advertising the sale or lease of the 
real property on which such sign is located, subject to the 
following provisions:
(A), (B) remain as is.                                                 (C) 
Permits for such signs may be granted for a maximum 
period of twelve month intervals. 

It is recommended to edit staff contact verbiage. 

(F) Wind devices, heavier-than-air inflatables, and similar special 
purpose signs promoting a retail or commercial establishment or 
center shall be allowed a maximum single use period not to 
exceed sixty (60) days with a minimum period between permits 
of sixty (60) days and a maximum number of three (3) permits 
per year for a given establishment or center.

It is recommended to change the interval from sixty days to 
seven days with a minimum period between permits of 
fifteen days. 

Current Section is as follows:                                             Section 
28-27. Freestanding signs – Residential Districts.

It is recommended to change this section as follows: 
Section 28-27. Monument signs – Residential Districts.   
please see Chapter 28 draft, Section 29-27 for Size, 
Height and Building Materials recommendations.



Section Current Ordinance Recommendations 

Section 28-53. Fences 
Residential Areas. 

Current section is as follows:                                             (R) 
Fence Transition.  Where a privacy fence and a fence or wall 
that screens a thoroughfare of different heights meet or connect, 
a gradual transition shall be provided to match the height of the 
fence that is smaller in height.

It is recommended to edit this section as follows:      (R)      
Fence Transition.  Where a privacy fence and a fence or 
wall that screens a thoroughfare or public street of different 
heights meet or connect, a stair step transition/effect shall 
be provided to match the height of the fence that is lower in 
height. Such transition must be in lengths of no less than 
eight feet for each one foot of change of elevation and as 
approved by the City. 

New subsection addition recommended (S) Fence Post Visibility - Where a privacy fence faces a 
public right of way, the fence must be built with the posts 
on the inside of the property and may not be facing the 
public right of way. 

(T) Fence applications will not be accepted without prior 
written and confirmed approval from respective 
Homeowners Association, if applicable. Exceptions may be 
allowed in the case of emergency repair of fences when 
approved by the City Manager or his designee.

It is recommended to change verbiage of section (E) Permit 
requirement.

It is recommended to edit this section as follows:      (E) 
Permit requirement.  It shall be unlawful for any person to 
construct or rebuild a fence on any lot without having first 
obtained a fence permit from the permit department. All 
fences require a permit; however, if the construction is 
minor repair in nature (damaged, missing slats, blown over, 
or as determined by the City) all damaged, removed, blown 
down, or missing portions of such fence shall be replaced, 
stood up, or repaired with comparable materials of a 
comparable color to the remaining portion of such fence.  
Minor repairs must be performed within a reasonable 
amount of time as determined by the City or will be subject 
to Code Compliance notification and issuance of a citation 
and will require a permit. Adequate plans and 
specifications, as determined by the City, must accompany 
each application for a permit. 

New subsection addition recommended

"ARTICLE II. FENCING, WALLS AND SCREENING

Current section is as follows:                                             (F) 
Appeals.
(1) An appeal from a decision of the building official under the 
terms of this division shall be made to the zoning board of 
adjustments.

(F) Appeals.
(1) An appeal from a decision of the building official under 
the terms of this division shall be made to the Planning & 
Zoning Commission.

It is recommended to add verbiage to section                    (E) 
Permit requirement.
(1) Inspections and Maintainence

(1) Inspections and Maintainence                          …..and 
will be subject to Code Compliance notification and 
issuance of a citation if not maintained in such condition.



Section Current Ordinance Recommendations 

Section 28-76. Parking 
and Loading Area 
Lighting
Section 28-77. Walkway 
Lighting

Section 28-131 - 
Minimum Exterior 
Construction Standards

Section 28-154 
Landscape Plan

Section 28-156 
Minimum Landscaping 
Requirements for 
Nonresidential and 
Multifamily 
Developments

It is recommended that this entire section be rewritten. Please see Section 28-131 Minimum Exterior Construction 
Standards recommendation. Also included in this section is 
the verbiage: (16) Irrigation systems must include rain and 
freeze sensors.

New subsection addition recommended (G)  If establishment is not open, non operating hours, 
lighting should be minimal; for security purposes and 
entries.

It is recommended that edits as noted in Section 28-156 of the 
Draft Chapter 28.

Please see Section 28-156 Minimum Landscaping 
Requirements for Nonresidential and Multifamily 
Developments

It is recommended to change the minimum average of foot 
candles from 0.8 to 1 foot.

(A) All outdoor pedestrian areas and uncovered walkways, 
separate from parking or buildings but essential to the 
nighttime operation of nonresidential uses within 
nonresidential districts, shall be continually illuminated 
between sunset and sunrise.  The level of intensity of 
illumination, measured at the walkway surface, shall be a 
minimum average of 1 foot candles, distributed at an 
average-to-minimum uniformity ratio of 5:1.

"ARTICLE VI. LANDSCAPE STANDARDS"

"ARTICLE VI. LANDSCAPE STANDARDS"
It is recommended to add verbiage to this section. (7) Layout and description of irrigation, sprinkler, or water 

systems including location of water sources and rain and 
freeze sensors.

"ARTICLE V. EXTERIOR CONSTRUCTION AND DESIGN

"ARTICLE III. LIGHT AND GLARE



City Council Meeting         Agenda Item No. 3. 
September 6, 2011          Page 1 of 1 
    
Issue 
Hold a public hearing on the proposed fiscal year 2011-2012 City of Murphy budget. 
 
Background 
Pursuant to Texas Local Government Code 102.006 and City Charter Section 7.05, the City 
Council has set a date for the Public Hearing on the municipal budget to be Monday, August 30, 
2011 at 6:00 PM and a second Public Hearing on Tuesday, September 6, 2011 at 6:00 PM.  The 
date set must be at least 15 days after the date the proposed budget is filed with the City 
Secretary and before the date the City makes its tax levy.  The proposed budget was filed with 
City Secretary on August 9, 2011.   
 
The City Council is required to provide notice of the date, time and location of the public 
hearing pursuant to Texas Local Government Code 102.0065. 
 
The Public Hearing notice was published on August 20, 2011 in the Dallas Morning News. 
 
Financial Considerations  
See the fiscal year 2011-2012 budget provided to City Council on August 9th.  The budget is also 
available on the City’s website. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
N/A 
 
Announce after Public Hearing: 
 
“The vote on the proposed fiscal year 2011-2012 budget will take place on Tuesday, 
September 20, 2011 at 6:00 PM in the City Council Chambers at Murphy City Hall, 206 North 
Murphy Road, Murphy, Texas. “ 

Attachments 
1) Notice of Public Hearing on Proposed Budget 
2) Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Budget – previously provided and available online 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linda Truitt, Finance Director      James Fisher, City Manager 
Submitted By        City Manager Approval 
    



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
CITY OF MURPHY 

PROPOSED OPERATING BUDGET FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012 
 

The City of Murphy will conduct a Public Hearing on the Proposed Operating Budget for the fiscal 
year 2011-2012 on Monday, August 30, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. and on Tuesday, September 6, 2011 at 6:00 
p.m. at the Murphy Municipal Complex, City Council Chambers, 206 North Murphy Road, Murphy, 
Texas 75094.  
 
This budget will raise more total property taxes than last year’s budget by $268,998, or 3.24%, and of 
that amount $158,268 is tax revenue to be raised from new property added to the roll this year. 
 
You have a right to attend the Public Hearing and make comments. A copy of the proposed budget is 
on file with the City Secretary’s Office located at 206 North Murphy Road, Murphy, Texas 75094. It is 
also available on the City’s website at www.murphytx.org.  
 
Dated this 9th day of August, 2011. 
Linda Truitt 
Finance Director 
City of Murphy, Texas   

http://www.murphytx.org/


City Council Meeting         Agenda Item No. 4. 
September 6, 2011          Page 1 of 1 
    
Issue 
Hold a public hearing on the proposed tax rate of $0.5725 per $100 valuation. 
 
Background 
The City Council voted to propose a tax rate of $0.5725 per $100 valuation for the 2011 tax 
year, and increase of $0.007449 for debt service.  The proposed M&O rate is $0.317493, an 
increase of $0.000051 for a total tax rate increase of $0.0075 per $00 valuation. 
 
Financial Considerations  
The City is proposing a Maintenance and Operations (M&O) tax rate of $0.317493 per $100 
valuation.  The M&O tax rate funds a large portion of the City’s operations, including Parks, 
Public Safety and Public Works.  The second portion of the tax rate is for debt service, which 
provides funding for the current portion of the long-term debt.  This year the debt service tax 
rate is set at $0.255007 per $100 valuation, an increase from last year’s tax rate due to the 3rd 
and final issuance ($4,800,000) of the $16 million bonds approved by the voters in November, 
2008. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
N/A 
 
Announce after Public Hearing: 
 
“The vote on the proposed tax rate will take place on Tuesday, September 20, 2011 at 6:00 
PM in the City Council Chambers at Murphy City Hall, 206 North Murphy Road, Murphy, 
Texas.” 

Attachments 
1) Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Increase 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linda Truitt, Finance Director      James Fisher, City Manager 
Submitted By        City Manager Approval 
    



Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Increase

The City of Murphy will hold two public hearings on a proposal to increase total tax 
revenues from properties on the tax roll in the preceding tax year by 1.74 percent 
(percentage by which proposed tax rate exceeds lower of rollback tax rate or effective 
tax calculated under Chapter 26, Tax Code). Your individual taxes may increase at a 
greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the change in the taxable value of 
your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property and the tax 
rate that is adopted.

The first public hearing will be held on August 30, 2011 at 6:00 PM at City of Murphy 
Council Chambers, 206 N. Murphy Road, Murphy, Texas 75094.

The second public hearing will be held on September 6, 2011 at 6:00 PM at City of 
Murphy Council Chambers, 206 N. Murphy Road, Murphy, Texas 75094.

The members of the governing body voted on the proposal to consider the tax increase 
as follows: 
FOR: Bret Baldwin Colleen Halbert 

Scott Bradley Dave Brandon 
John Daugherty Dennis Richmond 
Bernard Grant 

AGAINST: None 

PRESENT and not voting: None 

ABSENT: None 

The average taxable value of a residence homestead in City of Murphy last year was 
$251,493. Based on last year's tax rate of $0.565000 per $100 of taxable value, the 
amount of taxes imposed last year on the average home was $1,420.94.

The average taxable value of a residence homestead in City of Murphy this year is 
$254,373. If the governing body adopts the effective tax rate for this year of $0.562726 
per $100 of taxable value, the amount of taxes imposed this year on the average home 
would be $1,431.42.

If the governing body adopts the proposed tax rate of $0.572500 per $100 of taxable 
value, the amount of taxes imposed this year on the average home would be $1,456.29.

Members of the public are encouraged to attend the hearings and express their views.
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Issue 
Consider and/or act upon the proposed FY12 Annual Budget, proposed tax rate, and the 
proposed Capital. 
 
Background 
City Council will consider adopting the FY12 Annual Budget on Tuesday, September 20th.  The 
Council began reviewing and discussing the budget in March 2011 and continued with weekly 
meetings from June through most of the summer.  The Council has had long discussions 
regarding many items in the budget and has reached a general consensus on most items.  
However, there are still some items that a few council members would like to discuss and this is 
the last opportunity prior to consideration of adoption on September 20th.  

Considerations 
At the August 30th Public Hearing, members of the City Council expressed a desire to discuss the 
proposed tax rate, possible amendments to the proposed budget and cutting some 
expenditures in the Capital Budget.  The proposed tax rate is 0.5725 per $100 valuation, which 
is the effective rate rounded up for simplicity.  The City could adjust its revenue projections, 
transfer additional dollars from reserves, and/or cut more expenses if we desire to postpone a 
tax increase.  We have added many services and improved several areas throughout the City 
that our community has asked for over the years.  Council and staff have been good stewards of 
the public dollars and will continue to efficiently manage those dollars.  Councilman Brandon 
stated that he may have some amendments to the proposed budget for the Council to consider 
and will try to get those out before the meeting.  Finally, it has been requested that the 
proposed Capital Budget be reviewed again for potential cuts.  City Council and staff have 
reviewed this list multiple times and have trimmed it considerably from where it started.  In 
November, I would like to have a work session just on Capital Projects and items to develop a 
solid 5 year plan.  We currently have a 5 year projection plan of proposed items, but I would like 
to really delve into the plan with Council and staff. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James Fisher, City Manager      James Fisher, City Manager 
Submitted By        City Manager Approval 
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Issue 
Consider and/or act upon a request by residents of The Ranch subdivision to amend Ordinance 
No. 03-10-590, Planned Development for The Gables and The Ranch, specifically regarding 
accessory buildings. 
 
Background 
Recently, City Council and staff have received numerous emails and requests to consider 
amending the Planned Development conditions for The Ranch subdivision regarding the 
masonry requirements for accessory buildings. 
 
The current masonry requirements are defined in Ordinance No. 03-10-590, Exhibit B - Planned 
Development Requirements,  Section V. Development Regulations, Subsection C. Minimum 
exterior construction standards. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Council direction is requested. If Council desires to amend Ordinance No. 03-10-590, direction 
should be given to schedule a review of the ordinance and required public hearings through the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council. 
 
Attachments 
1) Ordinance No. 03-10-590 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
James Fisher, City Manager       James Fisher, City Manager 
Submitted By        City Manager Approval 
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Issue 
Consider and/or act on the application of Todd Spencer requesting approval of a Construction 
Plat as a Final Plat, being part of the Daniel Herring Survey, Abstract No. 402, containing 12.22 
acres of land, being located on 425 Moonlight Drive, east of South Murphy Road. 

Background 
On January 18, 2011 the City Council annexed the following described territory, being a 12.22 
acre tract of land for annexation into the City of Murphy, in the Daniel Herring Survey, Abstract 
No. 402, Collin County, Texas.     

 
Other Considerations 
The City Engineer had comments on the original construction plat submittal. The applicant 
resubmitted addressing the items.  On August 22, 2011, the Planning & Zoning Commission 
conditionally approved the construction plat as a final plat pending resolution of existing 
sanitary sewer line and related easement. In consideration of this pending resolution, this plat 
meets all platting requirements. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends a motion to approve as submitted as a final plat pending resolution of 
existing sanitary sewer line and related easement as appropriate. 
 
Attachments 
1) Legal Description/Map Exhibit 
2) Construction Plat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kristen Roberts, Director of Econ/Comm Dev.   James Fisher, City Manager 
Submitted By        City Manager Approval 
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Issue 
Consider and/or act upon approval of an Ordinance amending the Murphy Code of Ordinances 
Chapter 30, Article II (Smoking) Section 21, Definitions; Section 23, Smoking prohibited in 
certain public areas; Section 27, where smoking is not prohibited, adding a new section, Section 
28, to provide for air circulation and ventilation; providing for a penalty not to exceed five 
hundred dollars ($500) for each offense; providing severability, repealer, and savings clauses; 
and providing an effective date. 
 
Background 
At the August 16th City Council meeting, the City Council asked that this item be postponed to 
allow Council more time to review patios in the City and Councilmember Brandon’s proposed 
amendments as noted in the excerpt below from the August 16, 2011 Minutes. 
 
Council Action 
There was no action on this item. Councilmember Brandon suggested three changes to the 
original ordinance as listed below.  
 
Section 30.21 - Changes to definitions of enclosed area – means all space between a floor and 
ceiling which is enclosed on all sides by walls or windows (exclusive of doors or passage ways) 
which extend from the floor to the ceiling. Patio – means an improved and defined unenclosed 
outside area associated with a food service establishment or bar used for purposes of dining or 
entertainment, provided that walkways are not to be considered patios. Smoking would be 
prohibited on a patio within 15 feet from any door, operable window, or other opening to an 
indoor enclosed area. 
 
Section 30.27 - Where Smoking is not Prohibited – keep line (7) and add line (8) Patios as defined 
above. 
 
There was Council discussion on the practical application of the changes proposed by 
Councilmember Brandon, concerns with measurements and enforcement, and grandfathering 
current businesses. Council determined to review the practical applications and bring back 
within a month. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Approval of the attached Ordinance. 

Attachments 
1) Proposed ordinance 
2) Chart of smoking ordinances of various cities 
3) Chapter 30, Article II (Smoking) of the Code of Ordinances 
 
 
James Fisher, City Manager James Fisher, City Manager 
Submitted By        City Manager Approval  
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ORDINANCE NO. _____________ 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MURPHY, TEXAS, AMENDING 
THE MURPHY CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 30, ARTICLE II 
(SMOKING), SECTION 21, DEFINITIONS; SECTION 23, SMOKING 
PROHIBITED IN CERTAIN PUBLIC AREAS; SECTION 27, WHERE 
SMOKING IS NOT PROHIBITED, ADDING A NEW SECTION, 
SECTION 28, TO PROVIDE FOR AIR CIRCULATION AND 
VENTILATION; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED 
FIVE HUNDRED ($500.00) DOLLARS FOR EACH OFFENSE; 
PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, REPEALER, AND SAVINGS CLAUSES; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Murphy, Texas (“City Council”) previously 
adopted a Smoking Ordinance (“Smoking Ordinance”) on May 3, 1999; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to amend the Smoking Ordinance to include the 

definition of an “Enclosed area”, to specify that outdoor seating or patio areas are included in 
places “Where smoking is not prohibited”, and to provide for air circulation or ventilation 
between non-smoking areas and outdoor seating or patio smoking areas; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to assure a smoke free atmosphere in nonsmoking 

areas and prohibit or reduce the commingling of air between smoking and nonsmoking areas; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that it will be advantageous, beneficial and in the 

best interest of the citizens of Murphy to amend Chapter 30, Article II of the Murphy Code of 
Ordinances as set forth below. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MURPHY, TEXAS: 
 
Section 1. FINDINGS INCORPORATED 
 

The findings set forth above are incorporated into the body of this Ordinance as if fully 
set forth herein. 

 
Section 2.   DEFINITIONS 

 That Chapter 30 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Murphy, Texas, Section 30-21 
“Definitions” is hereby amended to add the following definitions to be inserted in alphabetical 
order:  
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Enclosed area means all space between a floor and ceiling that is enclosed on all 
sides by solid walls or windows, exclusive of doorways, that extend from the 
floor to the ceiling. 

 
 
Section 3.  SMOKING PROHIBITED IN CERTAIN PUBLIC AREAS 
 

That Chapter 30 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Murphy, Texas, Section 30-
23(a) “Smoking prohibited in certain public areas” is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
 (7) All areas in a Laundromat open to and available to use by the public; or 
 
 (8) Within all areas available to and customarily used by the general public in all 
businesses and nonprofit entities patronized by the public, including, but not limited to, 
commercial, financial, and professional offices including banks, hotels, and motels.; or 
 
 (9) Within ten linear feet of any entrance of any facility where smoking is prohibited. 
 
Section 4. WHERE SMOKING IS NOT PROHIBITED 
 
 That Chapter 30 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Murphy, Texas, Section 30-27 
“Where smoking is not prohibited” is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
 (4) Any area exterior to the building in which the establishment or facility is located, 
including any outdoor seating or patio areas, except as otherwise regulated in this article;  
 

(5)  Any enclosed rooms in an establishment or facility which are being used entirely 
for private parties, events or other social functions; or 

 
(6)  Enclosed areas of an employer that are not available to or customarily used by the 

general public.; or 
 

(7)  In the designated smoking areas of any food products, retail or service 
establishment serving the general public which has provided a designated smoking area equipped 
with a functional air purification system or functional separate ventilation system. Such systems 
shall have a negative pressure on the area designated for smoking to prevent air from a smoking 
area to be drawn across or into the nonsmoking area. All ventilation systems shall provide a total 
air exchange every 15 minutes and shall exhaust that air to the exterior of the building. A sign 
must be posted on the premises in a conspicuous place to advise the public that smoking is 
permitted in the designated smoking area. Designated smoking areas shall not include restrooms, 
service lines, public telephone areas, and other areas commonly used by all patrons, including 
access thereto (called "common areas") in new establishments making application for a building 
permit for new construction after the effective date of the ordinance from this article is derived. 
Establishments existing or with building permits pending on the effective date of the ordinance 
from which this article is derived shall comply with the common areas requirements to the extent 
structurally feasible as is reasonably determined by the proprietor of the establishment. 
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Section 5. AIR CIRCULATION AND VENTILATION 
 

That Chapter 30 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Murphy, Texas, is hereby 
amended to add the following section, Section 30-28, to be read in its entirety as follows: 

 
Section 30-28.  Air Circulation and Ventilation. 
 
(1)  Any food product establishment or retail and service establishment currently 

existing or that has a building permit pending as of the effective date of this ordinance which has 
an openable door or window separating a non-smoking area from an outdoor seating or patio 
smoking area shall be equipped with oscillating fans that provide for sufficient air circulation to 
reduce the commingling of smoke-filled air into non-smoking areas.   

 
(2) Any food product establishment or retail and service establishment making 

application for a building permit for construction after the effective date of this ordinance which 
has an openable door or window separating a non-smoking area from an outdoor seating or patio 
smoking area shall be equipped with a functional air purification system or functional separate 
ventilation system.  Such ventilation system shall prevent air from a smoking area to be drawn 
across or into the non-smoking area, shall exhaust the air to the exterior of the building, and shall 
provide a total air exchange every 15 minutes. 

 
    
Section 6. PENALTY CLAUSE 
 

Any person, firm, or corporation violating any of the provisions or terms of this 
Ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction, shall be fined a sum not to 
exceed $500.00 for each offense, and each and every violation or day such violation shall 
continue or exist, shall be deemed a separate offense. 

 
 

Section 7. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE 
 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the phrases, clauses, 
sentences, paragraphs and sections of this ordinance are severable, and if any phrase, clause, 
sentence, paragraph or section of this ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional by the valid 
judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not 
affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this 
ordinance, since the same would have been enacted by the City Council without the 
incorporation of this ordinance of any such unconstitutional phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph 
or section. 
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Section 8. REPEALER CLAUSE. 
 

To the extent this ordinance conflicts with other ordinances of the City of Murphy, Texas, 
the conflicting provisions of the other ordinances are hereby repealed to the extent of such 
conflict; however, all other provisions of said ordinances not in conflict herewith shall remain in 
full force and effect.   

 
Section 9. SAVINGS CLAUSE. 
 

All rights and remedies of the City of Murphy, Texas, are expressly saved as to any and 
all violations of the provisions of this ordinance.  An offense committed before the effective date 
of this ordinance is governed by prior law in effect when the offense was committed. 

 
Section 10.   EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage and publication as 
required by law. 

 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Murphy, 

Texas, on this the ________ day of ______________, 2011. 
 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Bret M. Baldwin, Mayor 
       City of Murphy 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Aimee Nemer, City Secretary 
City of Murphy 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Janet M. Spugnardi, Assistant City Attorney 



Smoking Ordinances of Various Texas Cities 
 

City Allow smoking in 
outdoor patios? 

Require Ventilation between 
smoking and non-smoking 
areas (not necessarily patios)? 
 

Perimeter of non-
smoking outside? 

Require Posting of 
Signs on Outdoor Patio 
Areas? 

Other restrictions? 

Addison Yes. Yes, the non-smoking area 
must be ventilated, where 
feasible, and situated so that 
air from the smoking area is 
not drawn into or across the 
non-smoking area. 

No. No.  

Allen Yes. Yes, the non-smoking area 
must be ventilated with a 
separate ventilation system 
from the smoking area so that 
smoke from the smoking area 
is not drawn into, across, or 
mixed with non-smoking areas.  
The smoking area must have 
ventilation systems designed to 
filter tobacco particulate and 
odors to minimize the re-
circulation of smoking 
byproducts. 

No. No. (Signs at main 
entrance that smoking 
is allowed in 
designated areas). 

Non-smoking area 
must be separated 
from the designated 
smoking area by a wall 
with a minimum 
height of eight (8) 
feet, or a barrier 
system, that hinders 
or prevents the 
movement of smoke 
from the designated 
smoking area into a 
non-smoking area. 

Austin Yes. No. Yes, 15 feet from 
entrance or 
operable window of 
an enclosed area in 
which smoking is 
prohibited. 
 

Possibly.  Must post 
signs in conspicuous 
place where smoking is 
permitted under 
exceptions to 
ordinance (silent as to 
whether exception 
applies to outdoor 
patios). 

 

Dallas Yes, only if it does not 
have a roof or other 
overhead covering, 
whether permanent or 

 Yes, 15 feet of any 
entrance to an 
indoor or enclosed 
area. 

Yes.  Must post signs at 
each entrance that no 
smoking allowed within 
15 feet of entrance. 

 



Smoking Ordinances of Various Texas Cities 
 

temporary, and 40% or 
more of its perimeter 
closed in by walls or 
other covering, 
whether permanent or 
temporary. 

Frisco Yes. No. Yes, 20 feet from 
any entrance. 

No.  

Murphy Yes. Only for establishments making 
application for building permit, 
not for existing establishments. 

No. Yes.  Must designate 
smoking and non-
smoking areas and be 
posted in a 
conspicuous place. 

 

Plano Yes. No. Yes, 25 feet from 
any door, operable 
window/vent or 
other opening . 

No.  

Richardson Yes, provided that the 
smoking area is at least 
10 feet from the 
defined entry on to the 
patio and is not a 
walkway. 

No. Yes, 25 feet from 
any door, operable 
window/vent or 
other opening. 
 

No.  

San 
Antonio 

Yes. No. No. Yes.  Signs must state 
that smoking is allowed 
and provide warning of 
the negative health 
effects associated with 
secondhand smoke. 

All outdoor seating 
areas designated as 
smoking shall provide 
a non-smoking area 
therein. 
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Issue 
Discussion regarding the use and purchase of electronic devices for City Council in support of 
paperless agenda packets. 
 
Background 
The City has been discussing going paperless for over a year and now is targeting November 
2011 as the effective date. Beginning with the November 1st agenda, the City Council will no 
longer receive hard copies of the City Council agenda packet. Staff has been using Ipads for the 
past year and can see the advantage of using them for City Council packets.  The Ipads or other 
electronic device can be set up to hold maps, documents, policies and other vital information 
right at your fingertips. The challenge is that until you commit 100% to go paperless, you will 
always keep one foot in the hard real paper world. I am one of those and I am working real hard 
to leave the pen/paper world. 
 
The idea of paperless has been around awhile and several government entities have been very 
successful in doing this. I am not proposing this change because of other cities. I am proposing 
this change because it allows us to be more efficient with our time, our documents and with 
our environmental resources. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Council direction is requested in the potential purchase of electronic devices. The Ipad has been 
suggested, but I know that there are other options available. I would like to stay with the Ipad 
since the staff is using them and uniformity can be beneficial. 
 
Attachments 
1) Article from Government Technology, April 5, 2011 – The Do’s and Don’ts of Making a 

Paperless City Council; 
2) Article from Texas Town & City, February 2011 – Boerne is One Tech-Smart City; 
3) Article from Daily Press, July 11, 2010 – iPads eliminate paper, save money for localities; 
4) Article from Public Management, October 2006 – Paperless Agendas 101. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
James Fisher, City Manager       James Fisher, City Manager 
Submitted By        City Manager Approval 
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Issue 
Discussion and update on 4A and 4B Boards budget approval for City Council submittal.  
 
Background 
City Council / 4A / 4B held a joint work session on August 9, 2011. For review and discussion, 
staff prepared a list of projects that were not currently funded in the FY 2012 Budget for City 
Council review and discussion.  The projects have been discussed during the budget process or 
at City Council meetings but funding had not been available.  All of the projects fell within the 
scope of either the Economic Development Corporation (4A) or Community Development 
Corporation (4B).  4A and 4B FY 2011-2012 budget direction and funding were discussed at 
length.  
 
(4A) 
Following the August 9, 2011 discussion and Council direction, at the August 23, 2011 MEDC 
(4A) Board meeting, staff presented the board with the proposed FY2011-2012 budget. Items 
approved include:  

- One full time economic development coordinator (approximately $45,000 salary) 
o Business Retention, Support and Marketing programs 

- $3,000 for Computer/Hardware for one full time coordinator 
- $8,000 for Economic and Community Development office space remodel (first floor 

office space) 
 
While staff does concur with the above board approvals and are planning accordingly, we do 
recommend that City Council additionally re-consider the repurposing the first floor of City Hall. 
This funding would include an additional $155,000 expense to the 4A budget. It is a one-time 
cost ($75,000 – BLDG/STRUCTURE IMPVTS and $80,000 – COMPUTER HARDWARE) as ongoing 
maintenance costs of this repurposed space would be minimal.  
 
The business/meeting center concept and repurposing of the first floor space received only 
partial MEDC board support.  
 
This space repurposing will allow for: 

1. Front line Economic and Community Development offices 
a) Current and proposed development staff would be centralized and front line for 

streamlined accessibility. 
b) Second Floor development staff currently works daily with first floor customer 

service, permitting, Building Inspections, Code Compliance, and plan review staff 
– front line offices for both create a more user friendly developer and permitting 
environment. 

2. A business/meeting center to be programmed by the Economic and Community 
Development Office and work in tandem with local businesses, new businesses, home 
based businesses, potential businesses, Murphy Chamber of Commerce, etc… 

a) Current and proposed EDC staff will finalize development on and implement 
various promotion and support programs focusing on our 120+ local businesses, 
including:  
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1. free online marketing and promotion for every Murphy business and 
hands on training classes for each business 

2. identification of home based businesses, identify and promote  
support/training opportunities   

3. Weekly site visits to identify/promote support/training opportunities 
 

b) EDC Staff will identify opportunities to partner with the Murphy Chamber of 
Commerce to grow participation of Murphy businesses. 

1. Sponsor networking programs already in place that have outgrown 
current location and are in need of a larger facility.  

2. Partner in training opportunities available to Murphy businesses and/or 
potential Murphy businesses through Collin College SBDC and other 
educational sources (ICSC, TEDC, Retail Coach, etc…).  

3. Market and provide board and meeting space for businesses, Chamber of 
Commerce, City boards, etc..  

3. Creation of a more user friendly permitting, building inspections and utility customer 
service area, which in turn allows businesses to get permits turned around faster and 
meet their deadlines. 

a) Redesigns the first floor space to allow for a more customer friendly 
environment. 

1. Residents/contractors/developers entrance would become the main 
entrance currently used as the employee only entrance 

2. Utilizes the Community Room space allowing for a more user friendly 
Customer Service Center environment.  

3. The larger space allows staff from various areas to assist multiple 
customers simultaneously (Code Compliance, Permitting, Inspections and 
plan review, Utility Billing). 

 
The Computer Hardware recommendation is an estimate received from the IT Department, not 
to exceed, based on the needs we expect from a technology standpoint in the new space. 
Having just priced out AV and security/technology for the Community Center, we were able to 
base this estimate on those numbers. This would include: 

- Electrical wiring (conduit and wiring) 
- Digital signage 
- Video conferencing 
- Telecom- Phones and conference bridges 
- Audio/Visual- LCD/LED televisions, mounts, short-throw projectors, screens, 

VGA/HDMI/Audio/IPort wall mount inputs 
- Physical Access Control System that would integrate into the City’s existing security 

solution 
- Copier 
- Scanner(s) 
- Computer management software (erases history and resets workstations to baseline 

configuration, comparable to libraries)  
- Printer management software (manages and secures print jobs, comparable to libraries) 
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- Desktop computers 
- Network, AV, Telecom cabling (conduit and cabling) 
- Managed Wireless Access Point 

 
(4B) 
Following the August 9, 2011 discussion and Council direction as well as staff review of previous 
Parks Board requests, at the August 17, 2011, MCDC (4B) Board meeting, staff presented the 
board with the proposed FY2011-2012 budget. Items approved include:  
 
$40,000 - Purchase of a Christmas Tree 
$300,000 – Construction of an amphitheater in Central Park 
$25,000 – Outdoor Grant Match – Central Park (4B) 
$2,000 – City Revitalization Program (4B) 
$250,000 – Community Center F, F & E 
$115,000 – Parks Project including Park Board requests as discussed in Jan 2011: 
 Pavillon/Bench Seating (Aviary and North Hill Parks) 
 Landscaping (North Hill Park) 
 Signature Item/Playground (North Hill Park) 
 BBQ Grills (North Hill and Preserve Parks) – as approved 4/2011 
 Secondary Trails / Volunteer Projects (4B) 
 
Financial Considerations 
Funding for the business/meeting center concept and repurposing of the first floor space is 
available in the 4A fund.  
 
The City Attorney has confirmed that the proposed repurposing of space and creation of a 
business center qualifies as an authorized project for the MEDC (4A).  The proposed project 
includes one or more authorized uses for 4A funds including: 1) for job training, 2) site 
improvements and/or related improvements necessary to promote or develop new or 
expanded business enterprises, and/or 3) for expenditures required or suitable for a career 
center. 
 
Other Considerations 
The 4A and 4B fund budgets are approved during the public hearings and within the overall City 
Council budget approval on September 20, 2011. If City Council were to consider the first floor 
space repurposing to allow for a business/meeting center, $155,000 would be included in the 
4A budget during that time.  
 
Staff Recommendation 
Discussion and inclusion of the expenditure for the first floor space repurposing which allows 
for a business/meeting center in the FY2011-2012 4A Budget.  

 
Kristen Roberts, Econ & Comm Dev      James Fisher,City Manager  
Submitted By        City Manager Approval 


	09-06-11 Agenda
	Proclamation for Emergency Preparedness Month
	Proclamation for Jennifer Madu
	Item A 08-03-11 Minutes
	Item 1 Einsteins SUP
	Item 1 Einsteins Bagel SUP
	Item 1 Attachments Einsteins SUP
	Item 1 Attachment Ordinance Einsteins
	Item 1 Attachment Ord. Exhibit A Einstein Legal Description
	Item 1 Attachment Exhibit B-SUP Conditions-Einsteins
	Item 1 Attachment Location Map
	Item 1 Einstein's Site Plan
	Item 1 Einstein's Landscape Plan
	Item 1 Einstein's Elevation


	Item 2 Development Standards
	Item 2 Development Standards Revisions (9 6 2011)
	Item 2 Attachment Ordinance - DRAFT Chapter 28 Dev Standards
	Item 2 Attachment recommendations comparison v5

	Item 3 PH Budget
	Item 3 Public Hearing on 2012  budget
	Item 3 Attachment Notice-PH Budget 8-18-11

	Item 4 PH Tax Rate
	Item 4  Public Hearing on 2012 tax rate
	Item 4 Attachment Notice of Public Hearing

	Item 5 Budget Considerations
	Item 6 The Gables-Ranch PD
	Item 6 The Ranch-Gables PD
	Item 6 Attachment 03-10-590 Gables  Ranch PD

	Item 7 Spencer Plat
	Item 7 Spencer Addition Cosntr Plat (2)
	Item 7 Spencer's Survey Plat
	Item 7 Attachment ETJ 3 Map
	Item 7 Attachment

	Item 8 Smoking Ordinance
	Item 8 Smoking Ordinance
	Item 8 Attachment ORD.REVISED_Amended Smoking.jms.080111
	Item 8 Attachment Chart Comparing Texas Cities' Smoking Ordinances

	Item 9 Electronic Devices for Council (2)
	Item 9 Attachments
	Item 10 Discussion of 4A and 4B Budgets after board approval


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




